search and discuss ideas and creative
efforts of vital importance in both
fields. A primary objective of this pro-
gram is to help the student develop a
sensitivity for the various ways by
which man tries to understand reality
and the impact of one discipline upon
another.

At Brown University, George W.
Morgan is concerned with understand-
ing man in his wholeness. Morgan has
helped develop at Brown a human
studies program (started in 1967)
wherein a student may direct his ma-

27 Decgmber

jor effort to an intensive and sustained
inquiry into questions that are of fun-
damental human importance today. By
coupling departmental courses in the
curriculum with independent study and
seminars in human studiss, a student,
under the guidance of a faculty adviser,
can explore various areas of human ex-
periences or fundamental problems that
need to be approached through several
disciplines. Examples of themes that
students have pursued are the impact
of scientific thought on man’s self
image, man’s relationship to his envi-

Scientific Institutions of the Future

The response of scientific institutions
to the social expectations addressed to
them seems likely to affect the future
of research in many ways.

Participants in this symposium in-
clude both agents and students of in-
stitutional change. Each will describe
a significant aspect of research institu-
tions, in ways that may illuminate the
processes, and future directions of
change within such institutions.

27 December

Humor and Science

Why do people laugh? Do they do
so out of hostility, or because they are
surprised, or simply to relieve tensions?
Must one learn to laugh? If so, how
and when during childhood does laugh-
ter appear? In a larger context, what
is the purpose of humor? Does it facili-
tate human interactions, or disrupt
them? Can humor be studied scientifi-
cally or does analysis of laughter de-
stroy that which is being analyzed?
What about humor in science? Can a
man or woman who laughs at his or
her own feeble attempts to bring scien-
tific order out of worldly chaos be
trusted in the laboratory? Are scientists
in their white lab coats members of a
new religious order whose sanctity must
not be jested at, or is the pinprick of
wit a guard against pious scientific
pomposity?

These and other questions—both
pertinent and impertinent—will be
raised and hopefully answered at this
symposium on humor and science, in
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Speakers and Topics

27 December (morning)

Arranged by Philip C. Ritterbush (Orga-
nization: :Response, Washington, D.C.).

Jack Meltzer (University of Chicago),
The Future of Institutions in Urban
Studies.

John Steinhart (University of Wisconsin,
Madison), Institutions and the Generation
of Purpose: Whose Environment Gets
Managed and For What?

Donald W. Collier (Borg-Warner Corp.,

the morning session, featuring serious
papers on humor and, during the after-
noon session, with random shotgun
blasts (satires, spoofs, and other forms
of genteel leg-pulling) aimed at various
targets by a number of practicing scien-
tists. Audience participation (in the
form of questions and comments) will
be seriously encouraged at the morning
session; audience participation (in the
form of laughter) will be seriously an-
ticipated at the afternoon session.
Bring your own needles!

JAMES V. McCONNELL
University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor

Speakers and Topics
Arranged by James V. McConnell (De-
partment of Psychology and Mental Health
Research Institute, University of Mich-
igan).
27 December (morning)

Arthur Koestler (London, England),
The Logic or “Grammar” of Humor.
[Paper to be read by James V. McConnell.]

Paul McGhee (State University of New

ronment, comic and tragic senses of
life, and ethics in medicine.

In this symposium, sponsored by the
AAAS Section on Education, the par-
ticipants (students and faculty) will
discuss the mechanics of their interdis-
ciplinary programs, the value and frus-
trations of their experience in this kind
of education, and their suggestions for
interdisciplinary work in the future.

FRrREDERICK D. HORN
RoBerT P. DESIENO
Westminister College,
New Wilmington, Pennsylvania

Des Plains, Ill.), The Future of Indus-
trial Research Establishments.

Christian N. Ramsey, Jr. (Institute for
the Study of Health and Society, Wash-
ington, D.C.), The Future of Medical Re-
search and Health Care Institutions.

27 December (afternoon)

Jon Seger (Harvard Graduate School
of Education), Institutional Effectiveness.

F. Joseph Stokes, Jr. (Philadelphia,
Pa.), disscussant.

Thomas J. Cottle (Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology), The Uncertain Fu-
ture of Institutions in Higher Education.

Philip C. Ritterbush, The Role of Insti-
tutions in Relating the Humanities to Sci-
ence and Technology.

York at Albany), Children’s Humor:
Empirical, Methodological, and Theoreti-
cal Considerations.

Werner Mendel (University of Southern
California, School of Medicine, Los An-
geles), Humor as an Index of Emotional
Means.

27 December (afternoon)

Joel Kirschbaum (The Squibb Institute
for Medical Research, New Brunswick,
New Jersey), Lycanthropy Induced by
Irradiation. )
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