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tives are also invited from the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, the Presi- 
dent's Office of Science and Technology, 
the House of Representatives, and the 
Senate. This last session could very well 
be the highlight of the 2-day meeting 
and might point the way toward this 
country's future direction in marine 
science. 
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even to the survival-of mankind. The 
AAAS wants this symposium to pro- 
vide a rare insight into the present status 
of marine science, the marine issues 
which face the country today, the hope 
which we might expect for the future, 
and the role which the federal govern- 
ment must play in converting these 
hopes into marine realities. 

The day of the "Madison Avenue" 
approach to the oceans is over. We have 
all heard of the "untapped treasure 
troves on our continental shelves," of 
the "potential of the ocean for feeding 
the world's starving millions," and the 
fact that "the seas cover 71 percent of 
the earth's surface." It is time that we 
cut through the flowery prose, the well- 
formed phrases, and the glowing rhetoric 
to get to the basic facts at issue. How 
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much do we know about the oceans 
today? What are the real problems we 
now face for which the solutions lie in 
the ocean? What does the future look 
like insofar as the oceans are con- 
cerned? And finally, what role does the 
federal government play in all of this? 
This symposium will answer these ques- 
tions by bringing together in one place 
and at one time the top people in the 
field. This will be a good session, and 
hopefully from it will come the guide- 
lines within which will be shaped the 
national policy relating to the oceans 
for the years ahead. 

HARRIS B. STEWART, JR. 
National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Atlantic 
Oceanographic and Meteorological 
Laboratory, Miami, Florida 
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mental crisis, and in meeting the longer- 
term challenge of providing an expand- 
ing range of economic opportunities for 
those people-both in the United States 
and elsewhere-who have not yet 
achieved a reasonable share of the af- 
fluent society, without the stimulus of a 
continuously expanding population and 
increased use of nonrenewable re- 
sources. 
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With 'the recognition that the popula- 
tion and the per capita use of materials 
cannot grow indefinitely, the concept 
of the Steady State Society is being 
discussed at a number of centers. These 
discussions generally consider the con- 
straints placed on human population 
and activity if man is to survive on this 
planet, the goals that must be reached 
for society to seem worthwhile, and the 
technology needed to meet these goals 
and constraints. This seminar provides 
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a forum for several of these centers of 
discussion, as well as an opportunity to 
hear of alternatives to the Steady State. 
Without reacting to the many immediate 
fragmentary needs that meet us daily, 
the speakers will consider the nature 
of the dynamic society of fixed popu- 
lation, on the finite earth, with finite 
resources. 
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