
prised to find that scientists could dis- tempts to obtain clarification of this po- 
agree among themselves as much as tentially serious situation met with ""N 

lawyers do . . ." the disagreements in frustration. An official spokesman for 
the main were over trans-scientific, not the South Vietnamese armed forces re- 
scientific, questions. fused to comment. An official spokes- 

This does not mean that all questions man for the U.S. Embassy limited him- 
underlying establishment of emission self for the record to the statement that 
standards are trans-scientific; as Wade these unused stores of Orange "had not 
points out, the concentration of 2,4,5-T been forgotten." Unofficially, he corn- 
in food chains is a bona fide scientific mented that he wished he knew of a 
question that science is proficient in ready means of 'disposal for them. Fi- 
answering. But I must stress that where nally, an official spokesman for the U.S. 
low-level effects are concerned, there Military Assistance Command informed 
will always be a trans-scientific residue. us in no uncertain terms that the 
To decide on standards when sctence Orange was the property of the Vtet- 
can say neither yea nor nay requires namese government, that it was their 
some procedure other than the one country, and that they could employ it 
usually used by scientists in resolving if, when, and as they wished. 
bona fide scientific questions. Some ver- It would 'be the height of bureau- 7 1 
sion of an adversary procedure, whether cratic nearsightedness for our govern- 
formal, as in the licensing of a nuclear ment not to cut through any necessary 
reactor, or informal, as described in red tape in order to have the remain-  
Wade's report, probably is the best we ing Orange destroyed before it is too 
now have for resolving the trans-scien- late. The 21.9 x 106 kilograms of 2,4,5-  
tific questions that underlie so many of T 'contained in the Orange, with which ELm 
the conflicts between science and tech- we inundated South Vietnam between UWFU 
nology, and society. 1962 and 1970, were applied prtor to ""'"'""" safety 

ALVIN M. WEINBERG a knowledge of the medical (toxic and cornoc first 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory, teratogenic) dangers; they are now 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 known. New Nalgene 

ARTHUR H. WESTING 
We have just returned from another Windham College, Pi petting Aids. 

inspection of the impact of war on the Putney, Vermont 05346 
environment of Indochina, where the E. W. PFEIFFER Now, eliminate the hazards of mouth 
following situation came to light. Its University of Montana, pipetting without the need for special, 
gravity is reinforced by EPA Adminis- Missoula 59801 complicated techniques. The new 
tractor Ruckelshaus 's recent decision Nalgene Pipetting Aids provide fast, simple, one-hand operation-tunction 
that public health considerations de- just as if you were using the pipet 
mand the 'maintenance of severe re- alone. 
strictions on the use of 2,4,5..T. Lindsay's Record Autoclavable and easy to clean. No 

valves to corrode. Normal action of 
After the laudable suspension of the the finger on the plunger gives fast, 

use of the military antiplant agent In Bazell's report on health research accurate, convenient filling. Remove 
Orange (a mixture of 2,4-D and 2,4,5- in New York City (News and Corn- finger for self-draining. 
T) last year (News and Comment, 24 ment, 17 Sept., p. 1108) I was quoted Five sizes, 0.5,1, 2,5, and 10 ml, are 

453), color-coded and for use with all 
Apr. 1970, p. there remained as saying: "[Mayor] Lindsay is a typical pipets, including measuring (Mohr) 
unused in South Vietnam some 5.2 X liberal arts major who flunked science type (Cat. No. 3780). Assorted case 
106 liters of Orange containing about in prep school, so now he doesn't like places one of each size at your finger- 
3 x 106 kilograms of 2,4,5-T, enough scientists." tips (Cat. No. 3781). Order from your 
to treat over 200,000 hectares at stan- That statement looks harsher in print Lab Supply Dealer. Ask for our Cata- 
dard military dose rates. We received than it sounded or was intended when log or write Dept. 4211. Nalgene Lab- ware Division, Rochester, N.Y. 14602. 
conflicting reports as to whether the spoken-in hyperbole and in illustra- 
United States or South Vietnam cur- tion of another point. 
rently has legal jurisdiction over this For all I know, John V. Lindsay 
material. may have had high marks in science at 

Although the application of all anti- prep school; in political science, he un- 
plant agents in South Vietnam by U.S. doubtedly led his class. As for his rela- 
armed forces was officially suspended tions with scientists, his friends in New 
in early May of this year, the South York count upon him to lead the way 
Vietnamese armed forces continue to to change in the national political arena 
apply them. The South Vietnamese cur- away from the anti-intellectualism that 
rently employ agents White (a mixture blights the support of science from 

4 NMLGE 
of 2,4,-D 'and picloram) and Blue (di- Washington today. 
methyl arsinic acid), but it is our fear GERARD PiEL SYBRON CORPORATION 

that the stores of Orange will also be 415 Madison Avenue, Naigene0Labware...the permanent replacements. 
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