
As Hamilton has pointed out so ob- 
viously, the chances are remote that a 
pregnant woman could receive an in- 
take of EDTA equivalent to 2 to 3 
percent of her diet. However, Hamilton 
has apparently missed the point of our 
report. We did not undertake the study we saved 

in order to test the toxicological effects 
of EDTA. Indeed, as we mentioned, it this snace 

was already known that EDTA would 
produce congenital malformations in iiete 

pregnant rats. Rather, the purpose of 
for you. our experiments was to elucidate the 

mechanism by which this disturbance 
of embryonic development occurred. 
Because of our previous work with zinc 795e 
deficiency, we suspected that EDTA 
might act to produce a deficiency of 
this element in the embryo. It seems to 
us that this information is of scientific 
interest, even if not of direct practical 
application. 

Certainly more experiments need to 
be carried out with respect to the ef- 
fects of lower levels of EDTA, but 
Hamilton surely does not mean to im- 
ply that research should not be pub- 
lished unless it is directly translatable  and 

into practical terms. 
LUCILLE S. HURLEY saved time 

HELENE SWENERTON 

Department of Nutrition, F or you 

Agricultural Experiment Station, 
University of California, Davis 95616 j here. 

Committee on Chemotaxonomy both save you 

An ad hoc committee on chemo- money 

taxonomy sponsored jointly by the In- here. 

ternational Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (JUPAC) and the Interna- $ tional Association for Plant Taxonomy ,. 

(JAPT) has been formed to look into  /. 
the organization of international col- Iffie 
laboration in chemosystematics. The 
committee consists of W. F. Grant  

(JAPT), chairman; T. Swain (LUPAC),  
secretary; J. B. Harborne (IUPAC);  
A. Ldve (LAPT); T. J. Mabry (LUPAC); These new clear disposable mouse every day- because you don't have to 
and B. L. Turner (JAPT). cages come fully nested, yet have stacking worry about the labor of filling each cage 

The committee solicits comments posts to prevent jamming. You also have with bedding. Another contribution to small 
from interested persons in biological the option of ordering them pre-packed animal care from Lab Products, a new 
sciences, biochemistry, chemistry, and with the finest animal bedding we know of company of experienced people with new 

- absorbdri.? It's patented.* You save ideas in lab animal care equipment. We the pharmaceutical sciences. These time, labor costs, storage space, and have them all in a catalog. For your copy, 
comments may be sent to the under- shipping costs. Even with bedding in them, write or call Lab Products, Inc., 635 Midland 
signed. ioo cages take up less than 4 cubic feet, Avenue, Garfield, N. J. 07026, 

W. F. GRANT less than half the volume of other (201) 478-2535. 
Genetics Laboratory, Macdonald disposable cages. Means more usable * U.S. Patent No. 3,256,857 
Campus of McGill University, storage space for you. All of these features 
Quebec, Canada add up to a savings of 50% or more over L 

lab prod LHI T. SWAIN other types of disposable cages. Made of 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, clear polystyrene, these cages accept standard lids and covers. In addition, they inc Richmond, Surrey, England have molded flanges for use in suspension 

8 OCTOBER 1971 racks. Your research work will go easier- a Li1II?Iui.a! company 
CIrcle No. 30 on Readers' Service Cord 
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