
-the production of enough food (and 
other goods), its equitable distribution, 
and rates of reproduction. For cen- 
turies these questions were recognized 
as the vital ones in "political economy." 
Since 1900, they have been progres- 
sively zoned out of the offspring social 
sciences-economics, political science, 
sociology-whose practitioners, ever 
more ramified, have lost their capacity 
to cope with earthy variables such as 
mosquitoes, microbes, genes, proteins, 
soils, and rainfall (Philip Porter). 
Meanwhile, the bulk of geographers 
and ethnologists have dispersed into 
far corners of the globe to stake out 
private scholarly claims. (There have 
been individual exceptions, of course, 
of the stature of Isaiah Bowman, Owen 
Lattimore, Ruth Benedict, and Gilbert 
White.) The 1967 conference was a 
major step toward reversing the trend 
toward exotic fragmentation, and "re- 
integrating" geography. The partici- 
pants were of a dozen nationalities, 
with strong input from America, 
France, and Poland. Several were 
elder statesmen of their faculties, who 
formulated crucial problems of distri- 
bution of wealth and the ecological 
balance long before these hit the comic 
strips, Fortune, and the National Geo- 
graphic. The geographical coverage of 
the contributions is remarkable: de 
Planhol compares societies along the 
mountain backbone of Eurasia; Brook- 
field compares social systems in Mala- 
gasy, Mauritius, and New Guinea; 
Kempton Webb reports ten years of 
study of northeast Brazil, and Gerhard 
Sandner of Costa Rica. Urban popula- 
tion structures are discussed for cities 
of India, Japan, and Jamaica. The 
historical perspective is also broad: 
Pokshishevskii takes the millennial 
view, Bonasewicz and Taeuber a scale 
of generations; and William Vogt re- 
minds us of our short collective mem- 
ory ("What ever happened to 
Krilium?"-the miracle fertilizer re- 
ported at the AAAS meeting of 1951). 
The bibliographies extend the horizons 
still farther. 

In contrast to any textbook of 
world geography, this volume is an 
impressive answer to the question (fair 
enough), What are geographers good 
for? If they continue in this direction, 
putting first things first, posing the ques- 
tions carefully, comparing, exploring 
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The medium does not do full justice 
to the message. As with other "pro- 
ceedings," one doesn't read the 600 
pages cover to cover. But anyone who 
dips into this work frequently enough 
or long enough becomes another Jacob 
wrestling with the angel. He confronts 
the issue of his own relevance and the 
problem of reintegrating or collapsing 
the fragmented "sciences." 

Is there no new medium for captur- 
ing the magnificent spectacle of 40 
people thinking? A good scholarly sym- 
posium is a Woodstock and wants 
sharing. In this particular case, revolu- 
tions, political and technological, are 
the substance. Yet, as the editors com- 
ment, "despite deep anxieties and a 
lack of agreeement on remedial strate- 
gies, there was almost no gnashing of 
teeth and crying of havoc." The hu- 
manity of this work, in the midst of the 
clamor, calls for a more powerful 
means of expression. 

SHERRY OLSON 

Department of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Psychoanalytic Theory 
Freud and Philosophy. An Essay on In- 
terpretation. PAUL RICOEUR. Translated 
from the French by Denis Savage. Yale 
University Press, New Haven, Conn., 
1970. xviii, 574 pp. $15. Dwight Harring- 
ton Terry Foundation Lectures, vol. 38. 

This book, with its many insights 
into Freud, psychoanalysis, religion, and 
the theoretical structure of psycho- 
analytic psychology, is both stimulating 
and frustrating. The conceptual frame- 
work is difficult and the argument some- 
what elusive, being a mixture of 
Hegelianism and phenomenology with 
some cogent comments about the causal 
nexus of behavior as distinguished from 
the reasons that are often given for 
behavior. The distinction attempted be- 
tween causes and reasons is not spelled 
out in the usual terminology employed 
in the philosophy of science. Rather, 
the terms "archeology" and "teleology" 
are used to express these concepts. Al- 
though Ricoeur, a philosopher and 
professor at the University of Paris, 
disarmingly disclaims expertise as a 
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disarmingly disclaims expertise as a 
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psychoanalyzed, it is apparent that his 
theoretical knowledge about Freudian 
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theoretical knowledge about Freudian 
analysis (to which he restricts his dis- 
cussion) is greater than that of most 

psychiatrists and a great many analysts. 
Ricoeur's concern is not with the 

therapeutic efficacy of psychoanalysis 
but rather with the implications of the 
Freudian view of man, which in effect 
he sees as a particular view of the 
development of culture. He has con- 
structed his exposition in three "books": 
the "problematic," in which questions 
are raised about Freudian philosophy, 
principally through the analysis of lan- 
guage and its variations in terms of 
"ordinary usages"; the "analytic," com- 
posed of the author's insights from his 
reading of Freud utilizing the rules of 
symbolic transformation and language; 
and the "dialectic." 

It is in the dialectic section that the 
philosophical problems most relevant 
to the current scene in psychoanalysis 
emerge, problems that are of particular 
concern to the psychologist with an 
interest in problems of theory or the 
philosophy of science and that should 
also concern clinicians who blindingly 
use theoretical notions with few ques- 
tions regarding the nature, validity, or 
generalizability of the theories they 
use. Here perplexing and unresolved 
problems arise, such as the disparity be- 
tween giving reasons why a given child 
or adult has followed particular patho- 
logical lines of development and dem- 
onstrating the necessity of the develop- 
ment's having taken that particular 
route. Our theories can give us reasons, 
but these reasons never achieve a state 
of sufficiency. Hence the possibility for 
an endless multiplication of reasons, 
none of which are compelling. What 
this means is that psychoanalytic the- 
ory-like other psychological theories 
-is left at the level of lacking a causal 
network of explanation. 

Perhaps the problem resides in our 
inability to get at sufficient numbers 
of independent variables that may then 
achieve causal status in a nomological 
system. During the course of psycho- 
analytic therapy relying on a recon- 
structive model many significant vari- 
ables are elicited. Yet still we can pro- 
vide only insightful explanations which 
are based on alleged and inferred rea- 
sons for development and behavior but 
which can be rejected. Theory forma- 
tion in psychology has come a long 
way since the proposed hypothetical- 
deductive model, but even employing 
a probabilistic-statistical model we ar- 
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rive only at a partial theory which at 
best has many difficulties in terms of 
confirmation or disconfirmation. The 
original strict criteria for a scientific 
theory set forth by Karl Popper are 
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not strictly adhered to at present. The 
variables are too complex and too 
numerous to be easily subsumed under 
a theory adequate to produce more 
than fragmentary confirmations or dis- 
confirmations. In the absence of an 
ability to know what variables are sig- 
nificant, and to what extent, prior pre- 
diction concerning lines of development 
becomes at least hazardous, if not mere 
speculation. Particularly is this so when, 
as in psychoanalysis, we are not deal- 
ing with discrete variables such as cer- 
tain physical attributes. Lacking the 
ability to make predictions, and ideally 
"point predictions," we lack a means to 
a tight theory which can abandon many 
of its unusable components as well as 
its disconfirmed parts while retaining 
enough openness not to foreclose use- 
ful concepts. 

Ricoeur's treatment of these issues 
relies heavily on the English philos- 
ophers of language and their style of 
exegesis. This is most intriguing to 
me, yet also most disappointing. 
Ricoeur makes almost no mention of 
the philosophers who appear to be ex- 
erting the most groundbreaking and 
compelling influence these days in the 
philosophy of science. Especially is 
this so with regard to the structure of 
scientific theories. Over the past dec- 
ades there has been monumental work 
on this subject, but it is given only 
nodding acknowledgment in this book. 
Such philosophers as Popper (men- 
tioned once, on p. 363), Herbert Feigl 
(mentioned in one footnote), and 
Stephen Toulmin (pp. 359 and 363 and 
one footnote) are examples. The work 
of Imre Lakatos, Paul Feyerabend, and 
the late Arthur Pap receives no men- 
tion whatsoever. One waits disappoint- 
ingly and in vain for Ricoeur to deal 
with the insights of these men into 
the nature of scientific theory, explana- 
tion, and nomological networks. 

I have no personal acquaintance with 
today's scene in Paris in the philosophy 
of science, but I think it fair to pre- 
sume that the work of the philosophers 
mentioned cannot have been ignored 
there. I can only speculate that these 
neglected "philosophies" do not appeal 
to the author, with his predilection for 
the analysis of language and the philos- 
ophers of meaning. To appraise Ri- 
coeur's book requires an appraisal of 
the philosophy of "ordinary language" 
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of dialectic philosophy based on his 
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stimulating, and provides exposure to 
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a perspective on Freud and pyscho- 
analysis I have not had before. I was 
left wishing for an opportunity to sit 
down with Ricoeur and personally ex- 
plore many of the issues he has raised 
in his book and also those raised in 
this review. 

CARL P. MALMQUIST 
Institute of Child Development, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
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