ment of food production in Europe,
and the bibliography is extensive for
the time period covered. Over half of
the book’s 380 pages are devoted to
histograms and tables, so presumably
it was intended primarily as a refer-
ence book. If so, it is only partially
successful. Furthermore, although the
author calls the book a “synthesis of
current views on the beginnings of Eu-
ropean agriculture,” in fact it is not
that. The text contains brief descrip-
tions of the sites in their geographical
and chronological context, but there is
little additional information on the
faunal and botanical remains that could
not be found in the tables.

It is unfortunate that with such a
mass of data available the author
chose neither to make interpretations
nor to report the data in detail. For
example, only three tables of metrical
data are given, and for the rest such
vague categories as “large cattle” and
“small pigs” are used, without an ex-
planation of the metrical meaning of
“large” and “small.” If such informa-
tion was present in the original reports
it should have been included, even
though it would have involved con-
siderable additional work; if it was
not, acceptance and use of these cate-
gories seems remarkably uncritical.
The archeologist who has only a super-
ficial interest in these matters might be
satisfied, but any detailed comparison
with new material would be extremely
difficult, and made more so by the
surprising absence of an index of the
sites.

I have no criticism of the tables, al-
though many archeologists seriously
question the utility of the calculation
of “minimum number of individuals,”
but the histograms are useless for the
most part. It is difficult to see for what
purpose they were intended since they
are derived from the tables and are
without scale or numbers, except for
the total number of the sample. If the
relevant tables and histograms had been
presented following each chapter,
rather than grouped at the back of the
bpok, it would have been much more
convenient for the reader.

In the brief discussion of the origins
of agriculture in the Near East, the
author exhibits a flaw all too common
among FEuropean archeologists (and
hardly unknown in this country): a
lack of knowledge of work done on the
other side of the Atlantic. In this case,
although I have the highest regard for
the work of Charles Reed and Robert
Braidwood, it hardly represents thé'
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sum total of the knowledge of the pre-
historic Near FEast contributed by
Americans. While a lack of detailed
information on Near Eastern reports
is ‘understandable in a book on Eu-
ropean agriculture, a lack of knowl-
edge of the methodological and theo-
retical advances made by Americans
in this area has perhaps contributed
to the author’s uncritical acceptance of
some of the reports studied (personally,
I regard Duerst’s 1904 report on the
Anau fauna with the gravest suspicion).
In short, this is not as useful a com-
pilation as it might have been. Only a
serious student would bother to consult
it, and this serious student, at least,
was disturbed by its deficiencies.
DEXTER PERKINS, JR.
Faunal Research Group,
Department of Anthropology,
Columbia University, New York City
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