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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

 its readers as a forum for the Opportunities in Plant Science 
related to the advancement of science, including 
the presentation of minority or confficting points A major determinant of he quality of future civilization will be the 
of view, rather than by publishing only materiai wisdom and effectiveness with which man deals with renewable re- 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including sources and with the natural environment. Central to good management 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews of these matters is first-class competence in the plant sciences. Recently 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by there has been much talk about ecology and the environment, but there 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors has been no corresponding acceleration in the undergirding fundamental 
are affiliated. 

Editorial Board science. 
1971 At one time botany and zoology were roughly coequal in biology at 

THOMAS EIsNER NEAL MSLLER universities. The emergence of large federal support for medically on- 
AMaTAa ETZIONI BRUCE MURRAY 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PIERCE ented research changed that relationship. Some aspects of botany, such 
DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR. MAXINE SINGER as growth, were supported moderately by the National Institutes of 

1972 Health, as was photobiology, including photosynthesis. Other aspects, 
ALFRED BROWN FRANK PREsS 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK W. PUTNAM such as ecology, were not encouraged. Thus, botany came to be over- 
THOMAS KUHN WALTER 0. ROBERTS shadowed in some universities and lost identity and stature. 
ELLaorr W. MONTROLL The financial strains of the past few years have been felt rather 

Editorial Staff keenly by plant biologists. The NIH and the Atomic Energy Commis- 
Editor 

PHILIP H. ABELSON sion have found it necessary to diminish their support. The National 
Publisher Business Manager Science Foundation has begun to increase its funding for botany, but the 
WILLIAM BEVAN HANS NUSSEAUM level is still quite low. 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES Botanists are almost unanimous in their disappointment that the Agri- 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. cultural Research Service (ARS) has not chosen to institute a grant 

RINGLE system comparable to that of NIH. Although academic botanists concede 
A asistcinl to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN that agricultural research has been cost effective, they feel that ARS has 

News and Comment: JOHN WALsH, ROBERT J. 
BAZELL, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, D. not given sufficient support to work of a truly fundamental nature. 
PARK TETER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, Scu RRAINE MACK Given an improved intellectual climate and a moderate increase in 

Research Topics: ALLEN L. HAMMOND funds, the plant sciences would flourish. There are substantial matters, 

Book Renews: SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Liv- both applied and fundamental, to address. The practical challenges facing 
INGSTON, MARLENE GLASER plant biology include applications in temperate and tropical agriculture 

Corer Editor: GRAYCE FINGER and in management of fields and forests. We have developed extraor- 
Edilorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISABELLA dinarily productive farm crops, but monoculture and the use of limited 

BouLDIN, BLAIR BURNs, ELEANORE BUTZ, RONNA 
CLINE, BARBARA GUARiN, CORRINE HARRIS, OLIVER strains of plants makes e food supply vulnerable to plant enemies 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORTH, ELEANOR JOENSOK, such as the southern corn leaf blight. Most of our agricultural research 
MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET LLOYD, DANIEL RA- 
BOvSKY, PATRICIA Rowu, LEAH RYAN, LOIS SCHMITT, has been devoted to plants of the temperate zone, and the knowledge 
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART, acquired is not readily adaptable to tropical conditions. Success to date 
ALICE THEILE, MARIE WESNER of the "green revolution" indicates what might be accomplished. 

Membership Recruitment: LEONARD WRAY; Sub- 
scriptions: BETT SEEMUND; Addressing: THOMAS A superb group of tools and techniques developed for use in animal 
BAZAN biochemistry can be employed effectively in the study of plants. As one 

Advertising Staff example, the use of amino acid analyzers has been crucial in the selec- 
Director Production Manager tion of maize mutants possessing a high lysine content and correspond- 
EARL 1. SCHERAGO BONNIE SEHEL ingly high nutritive value. Recently, it has become clear that plants are 

Adrertistng Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES involved in complex chemical warfare with pests and with each other 
Sales: Nsw YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiand (Science, 26 February 1971). Greater knowledge of the biochemistry of 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINs. NJ: 
070Th: C. Richard Cailis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- plants will add an important new dimension to comprehension of ecologi- 
4873); MEDPIELD, MASS. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelie, 
4 Roiling Lane (617-444-1439); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: cal 'relationships. The use of atomic absorption equipment can enlighten 
John P. Cahill, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. us on requirements and utilization of limiting trace elements. One of the 
(312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Wina 
Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) developments that seems particularly useful is the creation of mobile 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- laboratories, which enable investigators to study the behavior of plants 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: under a wide range of natural conditions. Thus, the performance of a 
(Area Code 202) Central office: 467-4350; Book Re 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- twig or leaf can be measured under controlled conditions while still 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- attached to a plant. 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research Topics: 467-4455; Research opportunities in many aspects of botany await the energetic 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. and imaginative investigator. Modest increases in support for funda- 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page ,, mental research in the plant sciences would bring beneficial returns of 
Science, 26 March 1971. ADVERTISING CORRE disproportionately large magnitude.-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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