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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Changing Attitudes toward Environmental Problems 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE During 1970 public concern about pollution reached an emotional 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the peak. Many people became convinced that the environment was deterio- 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including rating rapidly and that all of us were about to choke to death from 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points pollution. Politicians of the two parties scrambled to establish 
of view, rather than by publishing only material major 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- positions on the antipollution bandwagon. Federal legislative and ad- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including ministrative actions that were taken will eventually result in substantial 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the improvement in our air and waters. Convinced that the public demands 
authors and not official points of view adopted by cleaner air and cleaner water, American will billions 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors industry spend 
are affiliated, of dollars on antipollution measures. 

Editorial Board An emotional peak, suc-h as that witnessed in 1970, cann-ot -be sus- 
1971 tamed. Earth Day activities this -year were a pale shadow of those of a 

THOMAS EISNER NEAL MILLER 
AMITAT ETZIONI BRUCE MURRAY year ago. The mass media are beginning to diminish their coverage of 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PIERCE environmental matters, and debunking stories are starting to appear. 
DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR. MAXINE SINGER 

1972 More important for the long haul is a growing recognition that environ- 
ALFRCO BROWN FRANK PRESS mental improvement is going to cost a lot of money and that the costs 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK W. PUTNAM 
THOMAS KUHN WALTER 0. RoaalcTs are going to be paid by everyone. 
ELLIovr w. MONTROLL The emotional peak -of 1970 was built in -part on a solid base but it 

Editorial Staff was also -built in part on -erroneous information and bad judgment We 
Editor must achieve and maintain a livable environment, but we are not about 

PHILIP H. AISELSON to choke to death from pollution, and the world is not going to run 
Publisher Business Manager 
WILLIAM BEVAN HANS NUSSSAUM out of oxygen. 

- Managing Editor: ROaERT . ORMES One of the odd features of the emotional peak was that it occurred 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. at a time when most of the important components of pollution had 

RINGLE leveled off or declined. F-or example, suspended particulate matter over 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN some large cities had already decreased and carbon monoxide and sulfur 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, PHILIP M. dioxide content had diminished in others. 

BOFFEY, ROBERT 5. BAZELL, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, Contributing heavily to the timing and the s-hape of the emotional 
ROBERT GILLETTE, CONSTANCE HoLoEN, SCHERRAtNE 
MACK peak was the behavior of the mass media. Reporters selectively quoted 

Research Topics: ALLEN L. HAMMOND people who gave them the scary kind of story that their editors would 
Book Renews: SYLVIA EBERuART, KATHERINE Liv- print, or that radio and TV would use. Public emotion quickly rose. 

INOSTON, MARLENE GLASER 

Corer Editor: GRAYCE FINGER However, after a time the public interest began to level off, and the 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEw, ISABELLA mass media are now turning elsewhere. Typically, a period of inattention 

BoULoIN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTZ, RONNA will be followed -by another phase in which low-key, sober assessments 
CLONE, BARBARA GUARiN, CoRRoNE HARRIS, OLIVER will provide a more realistic picture to the public. 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HoLoswoscTls, ELEANOR JOHNSON, 
MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET LLOYD, DANIEL RA- One of the mis-apprehensions of many people is that they can enjoy a 
EOSKY, PATRICIA Rowa, LEAN RYAN, Lois SCHMITT 
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARO SOMMER, YA LI SwIGART, perfect environment but that somebody else will pay for it. The cost of 
ALICE THEILE, MARIE WERNER attaining even a moderately decent environment will be in -the tens of 

Membership Recruitment: LEONARD WRAY; Sub- billions of dollars and will be borne by everyone. Experience with abate- 
scriptions-: BETT SEEMUND; Addressing: THOMAS ment of sulfur is illustrative. The added costs of low- 
BAZAN . dioxide pollution 

sulfur fuels are in excess of a billion dolars a year. But the public will 
Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager pay far more in the form of increased costs for electricity and other 
EARL J. SCHERAGO BONNIE SEMEL items. 

AdIertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES We are entering a new phase in efforts to attain a better environ- 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Btd ment. In future, emotional appeals based on inaccurate information are 
11 W. 42 St. (2i2-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS. N.J. not so likely to be effective. As it becomes apparent that the public 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4g73); MEDPIELO, MAss. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, must pay for improvements, new criteria will enter discussions concern- 
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: ing the environment. Benefits will be weighed against costs. Intellectual 
John P. Cahill, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave 
(3i2-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALno. 90211: Winn leadership in environmental matters will be shared by economists who 
Nance, iii N. La Cienega Blvd. (2136572772) are already beginning to hold useful symposia on these topics. Changes 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- in political attitudes that are already occurring will continue as ghetto 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: 
(Area code 202) Central office: 467-4350; Book Re- congressmen find their constituents feeling the costs of pollution abate- 
Views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- ment. The constituents are unaware of much improvement for their 

- tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints ann money. They have not been fully informed, and they are unable to 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research Topics: 467-4455; detect small changes in sulfur dioxide. At the same time their eyes 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be and their noses tell them that garbage collection has not improved. 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv, -PHILIP H. ABELSON 
Science, 26 March 1971. ADVERTISING CORRE -____________________________________________________________________ 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New York, The background for much of this discussion was a symposium organized by Resources 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 2l2PE64858. for the Future and held in Washington, D.C., on 20 and 21 April. 
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