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Reviews undoubtedly are most use- 
ful in those fields to which multiple and 
diverse disciplines contribute, and par- 
ticularly in those fields which are on a 
logarithmic growth curve. Certainly 
human genetics satisfies this description, 
and fortunately there has been no short- 
age of collected reviews. The following 
are a few of those in the English lan- 
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The newest comer to the field of 
collected reviews contains five contri- 
butions in its first volume. John H. 
Edwards gives a highly complex dis- 
cussion of the analysis of pedigree data; 
Orlando J. Miller reviews autoradiog- 
raphy in human cytogenetics; Hugh 
Fudenberg and Noel L. Warner discuss 
the genetics of immunoglobulins in 
mouse, rabbit, and man; Charles R. 
Scriver and Peter Hechtmah review the 
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intestinal digestion and absorption. Thus 
the major areas of human genetics- 
biochemical genetics, cytogenetics, im- 
munogenetics, statistical and population 
genetics, clinical genetics-are all rep- 
resented. The contributors were well 
selected and they have lived up to their 
reputations. It is hoped that the high 
quality of this initial volume will be 
maintained in future ones. 

VICTOR A. McKuSIcK 
Division of Medical Genetics, Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 
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Mass., 1970. xxii, 242 pp., illus. $6. Amer- 
ican Public Health Association Vital and 
Health Statistics Monographs. 

This volume begins with an excel- 
lent account of the history of syphilis 
and the evolution of modern treatment, 
summarizing many of the longer discus- 
sions of the subject. There are chapters 
on the diagnosis and treatment of syph- 
ilis, gonorrhea, and the minor venereal 
diseases, apparently intended as back- 
ground material for nonphysician read- 
ers. This portion of the book contains 
a section dealing with relapse in syphilis 
which might be questioned by modern 
syphilologists. A chapter on casefinding 
control measures outlines the develop- 
ment of the methods now in use in the 
United States. There is an excellent 
chapter on venereal disease in the mili- 
tary, a subject not often discussed in 
such treatises. A major portion of the 
book is devoted to morbidity and mor- 
tality. The work of Boeck and Bruus- 
gaard is reviewed in detail. Syphilis 
mortality in both the congenital and 
late stages is discussed. The findings 
are broken down according to age, sex, 
and geographic distribution. This discus- 
sion is documented by approximately 
50 pages of statistics on morbidity and 
mortality in the United States between 
1941 and 1966. 

This book should be of value to 
health officers, venereal disease control 
officers, social workers, and paramedi- 
cal personnel in all branches of health 
control. 
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