
him, since environmental critics might 
have been expected to react unfavor- 
ably if the EPA top official came from 
Commerce. 

Tribus obviously feels that the ap- 
pointment of a Justice Department 
man to head EPA will influence its 
outlook and says he thinks it is a "mis- 
take to convert EPA into an enforce- 
ment agency." He adds that he regrets 
"it is necessary to go several levels 
down in the new agency before you 
find technical expertise." He also notes 
that the administrator's job at NOAA 
is still open and he hopes the person 
chosen will be "technically qualified." 

This is clearly a sore point with 
Tribus. In civilian agencies, says 
Tribus, "There are no significant jobs 
in the government outside space, the 
Atomic Energy Commission, and the 
Bureau of Standards where line author- 
ity-what is called 'clout'-is held by 
technical people. In this town they're 
ultimately going to have to face this 
question. Scientists, engineers, and 
technical people are dealt out." 

Tribus, who was dean of the Thayer 
School of Engineering at Dartmouth 
before joining the Administration and 
who did consulting and held business 
directorships while an academic, sees 
political expediency in some require- 
ments of recent antipollution legisla- 
tion but hardly fits the mold of an 
apologist for business. 

In speeches and in private conver- 
sations he has criticized industry lead- 
ers, who he says in many cases are 
incapable of dealing with environ- 
mental problems. "They don't really 
understand the technical content of 
problems." For example, Tribus says 
that "economists have a distorted view 
of the costs of antipollution devices." 
The economists, he says, simply 
add the cost of antipollution technology 
to production costs, and business exec- 
utives accept this practice. Tribus feels 
that it is necessary to "dig more deeply 
into industrial processes." He says 
there is a lot of what he calls "slop," 
that is, inefficiencies in many systems, 
and that it should be possible to cut 
pollution and increase efficiency with- 
out incurring devastating increases in 
costs. 

Tribus, of course, has won some as 
well as lost some. He feels good prog- 
ress was made in weather modification 
research under his chairmanship of 
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has acquired new responsibility for re- 
search and for assessing needs and pro- 
jecting demands in telecommunications. 

Tribus, nevertheless, fits the part of 
the frustrated technocrat. He insists, 
however, he is not angry at anyone. "I 
don't want to slam the door. I have a 
lot of respect for civil servants and I 
understand the constraints on public 
officials." 
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But it must have been too much to 
resist his parting observation. Alluding 
to the hostility to Holloman's civilian 
technology program and his own efforts 
to modify the State Technical Services 
program, he mused "if the technical 
extension service idea had not been 
killed, we'd have a perfect medium 
today for absorbing unemployed sci- 
entists and technicians."-JOHN WALSH 
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Erratum: In "Fluorescent labeling of chromo- 
somal DNA: Superiority of quinacrine mustard 
to quinacrine" by T. Caspersson, L. Zech, and 
E. J. Modest [170, 762 (1970)] lines 10 through 
14 of paragraph 2, column 3, page 762 should 
read "the optimum concentrations of quinacrine 
(5 to 10 mg/ml) compared with quinacrine mus- 
tard (50 Atg/ml) are in the ratio of 100 to 
200 . . . 

Erratum: In News and Comment (16 Oct., p. 
309) it was erroneously reported that the Uni- 
versity of Washington had closed its Department 
of Mining, Metallurgical, and Ceramic Engineer- 
ing. Seven students at the university are to be 
awarded bachelor of science degrees in mining 
this year and one student is to receive a master 
of science degree in this field. 

Erratum: In "L-Dopa: Effect on concentra- 
tions of dopamine, norepinephrine, and serotonin 
in brains of mice" by G. M. Everett and J. W. 
Borcherding (15 May, p. 849), a reference [G. 
Bartholini, M. DaPrada, A. Pletscher, J. Pharm. 
Pharmacol. 20, 228 (1968)] should be added to the 
first complete sentence on page 850. 
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