just like the administration of a univer-
sity: give in when radicals threaten vio-
lence. Unfortunately, the President
does not enjoy the luxury of confront-
ing only one genus of extremists.
Should he avert violence by white
racists by sending all the blacks to
Africa? Should he execute all liberal
professors to placate superpatriots?
Think about it!

NorMAaN H. SLEEP
Department of Earth and Planetary
Sciences, 54-524, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 02139

Food Studies and Null Hypotheses

Recently the nutritive value of a
number of commercial products has
been called into question by studies,
the wisdom of which should be ques-
tioned. One would predict a priori that
a diet of 100 percent “enriched” bread,
or breakfast cereal, principally sources
of carbohydrate, could hardly be ex-
pected to provide all daily requirements
for man or rat. . . . (The average con-
sumer believes that the function of
bread is to keep the peanut butter off
his fingers, and that snap, crackle, and
pop may be the greatest reward from
cereal.)

Yogurt, for all its usable protein,
would not be predicted to be a com-
plete diet, and therefore the experi-
mental result of hypergalactosis is not
a likely dietary problem. Diets con-
taining extremely high contents of
glutamate, saccharine, or even sodium
chloride, should be expected to have
deleterious effects. These experimental
designs raise a serious question regard-
ing the responsibility of the scientist.

These studies, by their nature, are
doomed to public interpretation. The
very design lends implicit suggestion
that somehow new findings now indi-
cate grave danger or gross inadequacy
of foods never before expected to be a
dietary panacea, that the reseacher ap-
parently expected a loaf of bread, a
flask of wine, and thou to nourish more
than the soul. It is imperative that
“public” research be designed to be
meaningful to the public, and that the
investigator keep clearly in mind which
is the null hypothesis and which is the
alternate hypothesis.

ROBERT E. HENSHAW
Department of Biology,
Pennsylvania State University,
University Park 16802
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Fast,
accurate

delivery
to the last ul.

The new Micromedic Automatic
Pipette was designed
specifically to handle fluid
volumes under 20 gl. Its two
motor-driven pumps perform
simple dilution or reagent
dispensing operations on a
6-second cycle with better than
29, accuracy. Sample
repeatability is 0.1% or better.

Five interchangeable pumps
give the unit a sample capability
from 1 pl to 5000 gl.

Their sinusoidal action

assures smooth, precise operation.
Just dial the percentage

of stroke desired, with any pump
combination, for any reagent—all
critical parts are corrosion
resistant and, in diluting
procedures, the line is flushed
clean with delivery.

Model 25000 is available with hand

or foot switch and all accessories.
Reliability has been established by over
24 months of trouble-free operation

in out-of-house laboratory testing.

For complete specifications write:

MICROMEDIC
SysTems. INC

Rohm and Haas Building
Independence Mall West
Philadelphia, Pa. 19105
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to drawers, to shelves

Blickman’s patented Conflex laboratory:
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turn 3%2 "-deep drawers into 7%4 “-deep {
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Cabinet of athousand faces.

Switch doors

...in the twist
of a screwdriver

S. Blickman, Inc.
6911 Gregory Avenue
Weehawken, N.J.
WEEHAWKEN. NEW JERSEY 07087

furniture adapts to changing lab

Nearly 1,000 door and drawer
combinations.
Mix and match doors and drawers ...

O Rush free Conflex Laboratory
Furniture catalog

; O Have a lab specialist phone us
drawers . .. adjust shelves ’

in ¥2"increments. Name/Title
Specify Conflex furniture . . . the Institution
laboratory furniture that changes with
the times! | Address

Send the coupon for complete
details and specs. |

City/ State/Zip
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