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One of our critical needs today is
that of maximizing each person’s in-
dividual potential. In order to do this,
it is necessary to achieve a better un-
derstanding of man’s biobehavioral de-
velopment. This must include an un-
derstanding of man’s genetic endow-
ment, of the developmental processes
involved in prenatal and postnatal
growth, and of the influence of experi-
ential factors, both before and after
birth. There are complex interdepen-
dences among these factors that act to
shape and structure one’s biobehavioral
destiny.

The investigation of developmental
processes and the manner in which
these processes are influenced and
affected by biological and behavioral
factors is not the domain of any one
discipline. Instead, researchers from
many areas have been studying develop-
mental events within the framework
of their own science.

During the past 15 years there has
been a rapid rise in the number of
studies  investigating  developmental
processes and their underlying mech-
anisms. Researchers from various fields
.of biological, behavioral, and social
sciences have been interested in and
have made contributions to our under-
standing about development. These
contributions range from studies of
embryogenesis and early postnatal de-
velopment to investigations concerning
how best to rear children in day-care
centers and nursery schools, and how
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best to educate them in public schools.
One broad -generality which has
emerged from these researches, and
which encompasses both human and
nonhuman subjects, is that the appro-
priate manipulation of biological or
experiential factors during early de-
velopment, including prenatal develop-
ment, may have far-reaching effects on
the subsequent behavioral and physi-
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ological characteristics of the subject.

One of the difficulties of doing work
in the area of development is that the
researcher must be willing to make a
long-term commitment of himself and
his facilities. Thus, it is necessary that
the researcher be assured of long-term
stable financial support so that he can
accomplish his objectives. With the
general reduction of federal funding
for- research, it seems appropriate to
assess the status of funding within the
developmental sciences since the neces-
sity of a long-term commitment repre-
sents a rather unique situation.

Two of the principal speakers will
review the substantive contributions of
developmental research. The first will
deal primarily with human studies and
their contributions to the understand-
ing of human development, while the
second will be concerned with the ad-
vances to knowledge from developmen-
tal studies with animals. The other two
main speakers are administrators who
represent agencies which fund research,
one is a public agency, the other is pri-
vate. They will describe and discuss the
funding policies of the National Insti-
tute of Child Health and Human De-
velopment and of the Sloan Founda-
tion. The discussants represent the areas
of child psychiatry, developmental
psychobiology, and research adminis-
tration.
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