
23 October 1970, Volume 170, Number 3956 SOlE 1CE 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Fact-Crazy, Theory-Shy? 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE President Nixon has appointed a commission* to conduct the "first 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues comprehensive review" of federal statistics in more than two decades. 
related to the advancement of science, including Its mandate also includes the study of the needs for information about 
he presentation of minority or conflicting points 

of view, rather than by publishing only material the functioning of the American economy and society. We hope that in 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- the course of their study, the Commission will examine the balance 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews between collection of information and its analysis. Societies differ signifi- 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by cantly in the ways they collect, process, and use information. Some 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors societies, for instance those of France and Germany before World War 
are affiliated. II (before their "Americanization"), were highly analytic, often short on 

Editorial Board facts but long on theorizing. On the other hand, the American system 
1970 

GUSTAF 0. AERHENIUS RICHARD C. LEWoNTIN seems heavily skewed in the opposite direction; it ofen seems hip on 
FRED R. EGOAN ALFRED 0. C. NIER fact but adverse to prolonged analysis. 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM This empiricistic tendency is reported from a large variety of American 
MILTON HARRIS 

1971 information systems. The House Defense Appropriation Committee found, 
THOMAS EISNER NEAL MILLER in 1968, that "unprocessed reports on Southeast Asia alone recently 
AMITAI ETZIONI BRUCE MURRAY filled 517 linear feet of file drawer space at the headquarters of the 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PIERCE Defense Intelligence Agency.1' Dr. Conrad Taeuber, associate director of 
DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR. 

Editorial Staff the U.S. Bureau of the Census, pointed out that, because of shortage of 
Editor funds for analysis, "many of the significant analytic cross tabulations 

PHILIP H. ABELSON of the census data are left for an if-and-when basis and frequently 
Publisher Business Manager cannot be carried out." Various data banks have been set up to bring 
WILLIAM BEvAN HANS NussaAuM 

together raw data to ease the analysis. Many of these banks, whose 
Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES annual budget runs in six-digit figures or higher, are infrequently used, 
Assistani Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. often yielding a lower volume of research than their custodial budget. 

RINOLE 
The reasons leading to this anaiysis gap are numerous. They vary 

Assistani to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN from relatively manageable ones, such as granting and research-budgeting 
News Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERO procedures, to difficult-to-alter Anglo-Saxon cultural traits. Many federal 

Foreign Editor: JOHN WALSH agencies and foundations frown on researchers who "budget" for analysis 
more than the last year of a project. ('Professors should 'think' on their 

News and Comment: LUTHER 5. CARTER, PHILIP M. own time.") Both as a frequent recipient of research grants (from 
BOFFEY, CONSTANCE HOLOEN, ROBERT BAZELL, agencies as different as OBO, DOD, NSF, and OB) and, recently, as 
SCHERRAINE MACK 

a member of two grant-review boards of government agencies, I found 
Book Reviews: SYLvIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Liv- that funds for the collection of data are much more readily available 

INOSTON, ANN BARKOOLL 
than funds for their analysis. As studies frequently run behind schedule, 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINOER the analysis phase is often short-and shortchanged. In most courses 

Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BaLK, ISABELLA on "methodology" in social science most of the time is spent on teach- 
BouLoIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, NANCY HAMILTON, COR- ing the collection of data and preliminary tabulations. The more diffi- 
RINE HARRIS, OLIvER HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORTH, 
MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET LLOYD, VIROINIA cult-to-communicate art of analysis and interpretation is squeezed into 
NUESSLE, DANIEL RABOYSKY, PATRICIA ROWE, LRAN the closin weeks of the semester. 
RYAN, Loss SCHMITT, BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARD g 
5OMMER, YA LI SwIoART, ALICE THEILE, MARIE Prestige is a factor. Dr. Harold Orians, of the Brookings Institution, 
WERNER has written: "More encouragement and support can be given to the 

Membership Recruitment: PATRICIA CAESAR; Sub- critical review and synthesis of bodies of knowledge, a function that, 
scriptions: Burr SEEMUND; Addressing: THOMAS BAZAN when it is done well, should be esteemed as highly as the generation of 

Advertising Staff new knowledge." But it is not. 
Director Production Manager The deeper reasons for the analysis gap stem from the American 
EARL J. SCHERAGO VERA JUCHNOWICZ tendency to be more trusting of "hard" facts than of theorizing that 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES still carries overtones of scholasticism and dogma. Pragmatism finds 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Robert S. Bughee, data more appealing than speculation about its meaning. 
ii ',V. 42 St. (2i2-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (20i-889- The net result is a national information system which knows much 
4873); MEOFIELD, MASS. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, more about the trees than the forest; a national perspective which is 
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHICAGo, ILL. 606i1 
Herbert L. Burkiund, Room 2i07, 919 N. Michigan often well-informed about the specifics but lacks a comprehensive, 
Ave. (3i2-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211 
Winn Nance, lii N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772; systematic overview. Sufficient impressionistic data exists about this 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- imbalance of our information system that the new Commission might 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: do well to devote some of its time to ascertain its dimensions; if these 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. Copies 
of "Instructions for Contributors" can be obtained should prove to be considerable, the Commission might explore ways of 
trom the editorial office. See also page ZY, Science, correcting the imbalance.-AMITAI ETzIoNI, Chairman, Department of 
25 September 1970. ADVERTISING CORRESPOND- 
ENCE: Room 1740, ii W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. Sociology, Columbia University, and Director, Center for Policy Research 
10036. Phone: 2i2-PE-6-1858. 

* President's Commission on Federal Statistics, a 14-man panel whose chairman is W. Allen 
WalEs, president of the university of Rochester, Rochester, New York. 
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