AT YOUR BOOKSTORE

CHEMISTRY OF THE ALKALOIDS

Edited By S. W. Pelletier

Twenty-two international authorities bring together in this single volume
the wealth of current information now available on the chemistry of these
important plant derivatives. Encompassing the historical, pharmacological,
botanical and chemical aspects of the subject, the book describes typical
reactions and methods of synthesis for each alkaloid group. These classi-
fications are determined essentially by identifying ring structures and are
defined as follows:

Group | Alkaloids containing phenylethylamine, isoquinoline or
related structures '

Group Il Alkaloids containing an indole or a quinoline system

Group Il Alkaloids containing pyrrolidine, piperidine, pyridine
rings and related structures

Group IV Terpenoid and steroidal alkaloids

In addition, you will find a full chapter on biosynthesis and an enlighten-
ing examination of plant systematics. 800 pages, 6 x 9, $24.95

SYNTHETIC PEPTIDES

By George R. Pettit '
This invaluable guidée gives you a summary of synthetic peptides, giving
information as to what peptides have been prepared, physical constants,
and primary references. Based on an exhaustive survey of all literature
published on the subject between 1960 and early 1970, the book contains
primary references to over 800 papers. Approximately eight thousand
experiments are summarized in tables to provide a ready review of infor-
mation useful in peptide synthesis and purification, and theoretical problems
concerned with optical rotation. Approximately 592 pages, 6 x 9, $19.95

PRINCIPLES AND TECHNIQUES OF ELECTRON MICROSCOPY:
Biological Applications. Volume |

By M. A. Hayat

With the help of this book you can gain a sound, working knowledge of the
essential biochemical concepts underlying modern preparatory procedures
for electron microscopy.

Supporting the premise that a true understanding of these procedures
can best be reached by first learning the basic chemical fundamentals, the
book fully details the chemistry of the interaction of reagents with cellular
substances. This background enables you to interpret more accurately the
electron micrograph of any specimen which has been subjected to fixation,
dehydration, embedding, sectioning, staining, and electron bombardment.
It also opens new insights into potential research areas in the field.

412 pages, 6 x 9, $19.50
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I can’t believe that Stommel is op-
posed to large-scale and long-term plan-
ning. If such planning is done poorly,
it is necessary both to protest and to
help in doing it better. Stommel has pro-
tested and,  along with many other
scientists, is actively contributing to
better planning. I hope that his article
will not persuade these scientists that
national and international efforts to
enhance support for oceanography are
both misguided and futile and thus
cause them to withdraw their essential
contribution. There is also a danger
that Stommel’s views will be used as a
weapon against these planning efforts
and the organizations engaged in them.
At least internationally, these organi-
zations are fragile, and it would be a
tragedy if they were further weakened
by this well-intentioned but often mis-
leading attack.

WARREN S. WOOSTER
Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
Post Office Box 109,
La Jolla, California 92037

Medical Editors’ Dilemma

The editor of The New England
Journal of Medicine, writing in Science
(“Medical literature: The campus with-
out tumult,” 28 Aug., p. 831), raises
anew, and in the same disturbing fash-
ion, an issue he examined in an edi-
torial in his own journal in September
1969: a presumed “conflict” between
the priorities of publishing scientific
papers in full in scientific journals and
the increasingly effective and rapid re-
porting of scientific news to scientists
by professional journalistic methods.

The nub of Ingelfinger’s complaint
is that full journalistic reporting of
medical news in the medical press may
produce a situation in which later pub-
lication of some of this material in medi-
cal journals “merely serves archival,
bibliographic, and narrow technical pur-
poses.” To avert this threat, he proposes
measures which boil down to plain
censorship or, on the most tolerant
interpretation, a self-sacrificial restric-
tion of news coverage by the medical
press.

Medical Tribune, in an editorial com-
menting upon Ingelfinger’s published
proposals a year ago, said: “The [New
England] Journal’s proposed policy
seems to have been conceived in a mo-
ment of irritation. Already, according
to Medical Tribune staff members, it is
resulting in some restriction of legiti-
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mate news at medical meetings by cre-
ating a feeling of fear among some in-
vestigators that their full papers may
not receive formal publication if they
cooperate with medical news reporters.
The Journal’s proposals are unworthy
of the principles of medical communi-
cation that the Journal itself, we are
sure, espouses with us.”

It seems odd—nay, anachronistic—in
a time when professional and public
support is desperately sought for science
by investigators, teachers, editors, and
students to avert budgetary disaster—
to find restriction of news being advo-
cated in the ranks of the defenders.
Since Ingelfinger concedes in his Science
article that his own journal must wait
2 to 6 months to publish what papers
it does select, it should be emphasized
that medical journalism has done yeo-
man service in shortening the time it
takes to convey news highlights (vir-
tually never the “complete conceptual
and documental form” feared by Ingel-
finger) from a scientific meeting, labora-
tory, or school to the practitioner in the
“field.

I am sure there will be others—pro-
fessional science writers and editors in
particular—who wish to examine Ingel-
finger’s premises and conclusions with
great care. If there is a problem, it does
not lie in his imagined competition but
rather in the need for regular and com-
prehensive study of the critical require-
ments of communicating scientific in-
formation to the professions and the
public.

FREDERICK SILBER
Medical Tribune,
110 East 59 Street, New York 10022

No Wrangle

May I set the record straight with ref-
erence to an allegation [attributed to
E. G. Sherburne, Jr., director of Sci-
ence Service] in Boffey’s article (18
Sept., p. 1182)? Marcia Nelson was not
“fired . . . at least partly because her
job had largely been taken over by a
computerized subscription service.” I
was, in fact, not fired at all, but re-
signed, partly for the reason stated, and
partly because of a completely amica-
ble agreement between Sherburne and
me to disagree about some aspects of
my job. No wrangle was involved in
this action.

MARCIA NELSON
1305 Providence Terrace,
McLean, Virginia

23 OCTOBER 1970

FROM VAN NOSTRAND REINHOLD

MEMBRANES OF MITOCHONDRIA AND CHLOROPLASTS

Edited by Efraim Racker

ACS Monograph No. 165

This major work brings together in a single volume the latest findings in the
area of membrane-linked catalytic processes.

It deals with mitochondria and chlaroplasts—the intercellular organelles
responsible for the generation of bioenergy in plant and animal cells. Since
the function of these organelles is intimately associated with their constitu-
ent membranes, special emphasis is placed on the properties, and the
mutual interactions of the individual membrane components.

Each section is written by one or more experts and covers such
important topics as the formation, composition, stability and physical prop-
erties of the bilayer . . . the structure of liposomes . . . model membranes
. . . the chemical and chemiosmotic hypotheses . . . the structural role of
catalytic membrane components . .. methods for the separation of the outer
and inner mitochondrial membranes . . . intramitochondrial distribution of
enzymes . . . relationship of ion transport to mitochondrial energy transfer
... mitochondrial DNA and RNA ... and more. 322 pages, 6 x 9, $17.50

COLORIMETRIC METHODS OF ANALYSIS including Photometric Methods
Volume IVAA
By Foster Dee Snell and Cornelia T. Snell :

This volume brings you the most current details in the colorimetric and
photometric analyses of urea and related compounds, compounds with
inorganic radicals and elements, sterols, hormones and alkaloids.

Updating and corresponding with Chapters 7 through 11 of Volume IV
in the Series, the book treats each detail and determination of the organic
and inorganic substances from basic theory to final calculations and inter-
pretations of the results.

As in previous volumes, the book has been arranged for fast, easy
reference . . . an invaluable reference on the latest analytical methods for
professionals in organic chemical and pharmaceutical research.

623 pages, 6 x 9, $22.50

REGULAR AND RELATED SOLUTIONS
The Solubility of Gases, Liquids and Solids
By Joel H. Hildebrand, John M. Prausnitz and Robert L. Scott

A major revision and sequel to Hildebrand and Scott’s classjc reference,
this book greatly expands their coverage of solubility within a thermody-
namic framework using the microscopic or inter-molecular potential founda-
tion approach of solubility. Scores of solutions of gases, liquids, and solids
are arranged in the light of this important theory.
Presenting a wealth of new experimental evidence, the book represents
the lifetime contribution of three of the foremost authorities in the field.
228 pages, 6 x 9, $10.95
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