
scarce talents if not a criminal misman- 
agement of human resources," Cowan 
said. The $460-a-year travel allowance 
and $200-a-year supplies-and-equipment 
budget for each staff scientist would not 
satisfy the needs even of many graduate 
students, he added. 

Galler points out that the funds ap- 
propriated for the museum have been 
substantially less than the amounts re- 
quested. Last year's appropriation, for 
instance, was about half a million below 
what was asked. "Our problem is that 
we are dealing in the executive branch 
[Bureau of the Budget] and in the Con- 
gress with practical-minded, problem- 
oriented people who think of taxono- 
mists and systematists as guys with 
green eyeshades or with pith helmets 
and butterfly nets," Galler said. "They 
don't realize that [in order to cope with 
environmental problems] baseline data 
are essential and that those data are 
derived through taxonomic and syste- 
matics research in the national collec- 
tions." 

As Cowan has noted, by studying the 
national collections, researchers can de- 
termine such things as the natural radia- 
tion levels found in planktonic organ- 
isms collected before nuclear weapons 
tests, the load of metallic compounds 
carried by organisms before air pollu- 
tion reached its present levels, and the 
biochemical makeup of organisms col- 
lected before DDT and other persistent 
pesticides came into use. 

In past testimony before congression- 
al committees the top Smithsonian offi- 
cials, while not overlooking needs of the 
Museum of Natural History, apparently 
failed to emphasize them. The message 
given to the Thompson subcommittee 
was more pointed. The subcommit- 
tee's report on the hearings, which is 
due to appear in September, will call 
for more ample federal funding for the 
museum. It may also, however, reflect 
the belief of subcommittee members 
that Smithsonian officials should have 
given the museum higher priority in 
seeking funds and in allocating those 
that have been available. Yet the hear- 
ings, while broad in scope, were not 
deeply probing; the record is deficient 
with respect to how the institution sets 
its priorities. But certainly some sci- 
entists at the museum resent the fact 
that a number of new Smithsonian pro- 
grams have been started in recent years 
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All told, this seems a propitious time 
for the Smithsonian's affairs to receive 
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tution to be held more closely to ac- 
count for its policies and priorities 
would be healthy. And by advising the 
appropriations committees and the Con- 
gress on the Smithsonian's needs, the 
subcommittee may serve as a quietly 
effective in-House lobby. 
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Theodore P. Wright, 75; retired vice 
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William W. Zorbach, 53; professor 
of chemistry, Michigan Technological 
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Berkowitz (31 July, page 426), line 19, column 3 
should read: "2.7 X 10-2 watt/m2 of land area." 
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end (24 July, page 313) should have read "Mer- 
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