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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the Agnew, Alcohol, Automobiles, and Assessment 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points Recently, Vice President Agnew observed that "alcohol has been 
of view, rather than by publishing only material known for thousands of years and it has won the approval of people 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including and governments." The immediate inference seemed to be that alcohol 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews is good for you, and the context implied that the use of alcohol by 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by adults was another strong point to be added to Mr. Agnew's developing 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors argument that silent grown-ups are better than noisy children. 
are affiliated. 

Editorial Board The text may, however, be used to serve a different purpose. Let it 
5970 dramatize for us the difficulty we face as we try to use scientific evidence 

GusTAs' 0. ARREENIUS RICHARD C. LEWONTIN for policy guidance. Let us accept the statement at face value, without 
Faao R. EOOAN ALFREO 0. C. Niass 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM caviling over the fact that Islamic and Hindu peoples and governments 
MILTON HARRiS do not approve of alcohol and that even the United States tried for 

197! over a decade to ban its use. These technicalities aside, Mr. Agnew, as 
THOMAS EIsNeR NEAL MILLER he does so often, has called our attention to an. uncomfortable truth. 
AMITAs ETzIoNI BRUCE MUSiIAY 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. Psaaca The real question is-how useful is this kind of truth in the formation 
DANIEL KOSHLANO, JR. of public policy? At the present time governments and peoples approve 

Editorial Staff of many things that are demonstrably very bad for them in the long 
Editor run-such as the overgrazing of government lands, the contamination 

PHILIP H. ABRLSON ' of streams and lakes, or the breeding of excessive numbers of children. 
Business Monager: HANS NussBAUM An especially curious example of our own government's capriciousness 
Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMES is the lengths it will go to to approve and protect the right of the TV 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. networks to instruct our children in the most appalling kinds of 

RINOLE sadomasochistic perversions while banning the showing of anything 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY IMOURIAN approaching normal sex behavior. 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH The fact that the government currently approves, condones, and in 

Foreign Editor: DANIEL 5. GREENi5ERO5 some cases actually encourages such activities should not convince 

News and Comment: LUTHER 5. CARTER, PHILIP M. anyone that it should go on doing so indefinitely. But let us return to 
BOFFEY, NANCY GRUCHOW, SCHERRAINE MACK, SAM- the alcohol case. There is now excellent evidence that alcohol is probably 
VEL z. GOLOHAB R, THOMAS P. SoUTHwIcK 

the most important factor in well over half the fatal automobile accidents 
Research Topics: ROBERT W. HOLCOMa that claim over 50,000 lives a year in this country. There is also excellent 

Book Reviews: SYLvIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Liv- evidence that the use of modern methods for determining blood alcohol 
INOTON, ANN BARKDOLL 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINOER and the enforcement of severe penalties for drivers who exceed certain 
limits can immediately reduce such accidents by as much as 40 percent.* 

Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BELK, ISABELLA 
BouLosH, ELEANORE BUTz, NANCY HAMILTON, CaR- . The rational countries of Northern Europe have employed these pro- 
RINE HARass, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLnSwoRTss, cedures on a large scale, some of them for as long as 20 years. The United 
MARSHALL KATH N, MAROARET LLOYD, VIROINIA 
NUESSLE, PATRICIA ROWE, LEAH RYAN, Loss SCHMITT, States has not. We have preferred to concentrate on controlling speeding 
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIoART, (which bears only an equivocal relationship to accident prevention) and 
ALICE THEILE, MARIE WERNER 

on modifying the automobile itself so that when accidents occur they 
Membership Recruitment: PATRICIA CAesAR; Sub- will presumably be less fatal (the evidence for this presumption still 

scriptions: Burr SEEMUNO; Addressing: THOMAS BAzAN 
remains to be substantiated by a change in the actual mortality figures). 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, The scientific community is currently girding itself to follow the wise 
S.W.3. England (Telephone: 352-9749) 

Advertising Staff promptings of Congressman Daddario to assess our technology and to 
Director Production Manager use the findings to improve the quality of our lives. The general problem 
EARL 3. SCHERADO KAY GOLDSTEIN of technology assessment is exceedingly complex and will take a long 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARI) L. CHARLES time to work out. The alcohol-automobile problem provides a simple 
Sales: New YORK, N.Y. 10036: Robert S. Bughee, model with which to begin. The assessment has already been substan- 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. tially made, the remedial procedures are at least partially known. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4873); MEDFIELO, MAss. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, Many of our law and order problems seem to have no known solution. 
4 Rolling Lane (617.444-1439); CsescAoo, ILL. 60611:' This one does, and it might save 10 to 15 thousand lives a year. Under 
Herbert L. Burkiund, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan 
Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: our system of government the major responsibility lies with the states, 
Wion Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) but the federal administration could help by recognizing at least this 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: part of the alcohol problem for what it is.-RoBER'r S. MoiusoN, 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. Copies Division of Biological Sciences, Cornell University, ithaca, New York 
of "Instructions for Contributors" can be obtained 
from the editorial office. See also page xviA, Science, 
27 March 1970. ADVERTISING CORRESPOND- * H. L. Ross, D. T. Campbell, G. V. Glass, Amer. Behav. Sd. 8, 493 (1970). 
ENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 
10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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