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. . . never blows its top
because it’s screwed on
right.

The Nalgene® Wash Bottle has a
new screw closure that guaran-
tees a positive seal. Can’t pop off
while you’re dispensing. The
unique one-piece construction of
this popular wash bottle means
it’s absolutely leakproof, dis-.
penses to the last drop without
tipping or shaking. 30-1000 ml.

Nalgene Labware . . . better all
the time. Ask your Lab Supply
Dealer for our complete catalog.
Or, write Dept. 2119, Nalgene
Labware Division, Nalge Com-
pany, Rochester, N.Y. 14602.
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2) and 3) may be expected to increase.

The National Research Council
should have collected the foregoing
data before stating, “The evidence does
not support the notion that widespread
unemployment or malutilization of
training and talents exists among recent
doctoral graduates.”

JAMEs M. KALLIs

3639 East 2nd Street,
Long Beach, California 90803

Despite the oversupply of applicants
for certain jobs in science (Editorial,
15 May, p. 781), biomathematics is
one field in which demand still well
exceeds the supply. :

Since 1963, the biomathematics pro-
gram at North Carolina State Univer-
sity has finished 29 postdoctoral stu-
dents and granted 12 Ph.D. and 11
Master’s degrees. These trainees, with
one exception, had no difficulty in find-
ing challenging, high-paying positions.
Most had several opportunities from
which to choose. Currently there are 6
postdoctorals and 19 predoctorals in
residence. Of the 2 postdoctorals and
4 predoctorals who will complete their
training within the next few months,
only one has had less than two job of-
fers; one had five. All have accepted
positions at salaries that are well above
average.

Many of the openings are related to
ecological and other aspects of environ-
mental science, but there is also notable
demand in the pharmaceutical indus-
try. Inquiries have been received from
a variety of biological, medical, bio-
statistical, and biometrical as well as
biomathematical groups at several uni-
versities. Capability in mathematical
modeling is a prime job requisite. . . .

H. L. Lucas, Jr.
School of Physical Sciences and
Applied Mathematics, North Carolina
State University, Raleigh 27607

Consensus and the Collective “We”

Scientists are being systematically
urged to ask their professional societies
to take a stand against the war in Indo-
China. I wish to point out that the
avoidance of such stands is a matter
of principle, not just tradition.

If a society to which I belong takes
stands on nonscientific issues, it will
sooner or later espouse one that is
abhorrent to me, forcing me to condone
it or resign. Eventually the society will

SCIENTIST’S
BEST
FRIEND

AN ISCO
GOLDEN RETRIEVER

At home, man’s best friend is his
dog. But in the lab, it's an ISCO
Golden Retriever fraction col-
lector.

Simple. Because it's solid state,
and because the shifting mech-
anism has just three moving
parts. No chains, levers, belts or
ratchets to wear or become un-
synchronized.

Easy to clean. The test tube racks
are removable. And the drive
mechanism can be easily lifted
off the base and immersed in
water or other solvents.

The Golden Retriever is versatile
too. It will hold any size tubes
from 10 to 18 mm without adapt-
ers. It can retrieve from two
columns simultaneously. And it
counts drops, multiple siphon
discharges or time intervals for
each tube.

Bring your best friend to the lab
. . . the Golden Retriever from
ISCO. Choose from two models.
$695 and $850.

Write for brochure FC37.
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be reduced to a small, politically
single-minded group. This group will
then have succeeded, intentionally or
not, in suppressing all political thought
except its own.

ROBERT HOOKE
2630 McCrady Road,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15235

Computers in Printing and Indexing

Salton’s excellent article “Automatic
text analysis” (17 Apr., p. 335) stresses
the technical feasibility of using com-
puters to index and classify documents
and indicates that computers do as
good a job as manual indexers (which
does not inspire confidence in the pres-
ent systems used for manual indexing).
However, there is no reference to the
economic feasibility of automatic in-
dexing and no mention of current or
eventual cost.

Also omitted was a discussion of
scale-up problems and lengthy com-
puter runs to be expected when ex-
panding from a small trial system with
a limited number of terms and syno-

nyms to the relatively huge thesauri
needed to cover broader fields [13,535

main terms in the NASA Thesaurus;
17,810 main terms in the 1967 DOD
Thesaurus of Engineering and Scien-
tific Terms (TEST or LEX Thesaurus);
7590 main terms in the National Li-
brary of Medicine Thesaurus of Medi-
cal Subject Headings (MESH), and so
forth]. It may be that consideration
of these factors would have some bear-
ing on Salton’s qualified conclusion
that “. . . there are no obvious techni-
cal reasons why manual document
analysis methods should not be re-
placed by automatic ones.”

JoHN H. SCHNEIDER
3411 Fessenden Street,
Washington, D.C. 20008

. . . The significance of this work will
become more evident as more text is
on computer base. The British publica-
tion Physics Abstracts is now com-
posed by photocomposition, and in
this country both the American Chem-
ical Society and American Institute of
Physics plan to photocompose their
journals, The availability of these on
computer base amenable for searching
offers rich fields for further automatic
indexing studies. . . .

JAMES D. CAPE
608 West Vanderbilt Drive,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830
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“Great
electronics,

TENNELEC

I know their amplifiers.

I wish they made a full line of
instrumentation at
competitive prices.”

We do. We do.

And we have over 65 new instruments for all kinds of pulse
counting, pulse measuring, and pulse analysis jobs.

All are immediately available and are competitively priced. All
are backed by the same standards of quality, reliability, and
service the name TENNELEC implies. :

Inquire'TENNELEC . . . do it today!
Send me your new catalog . . . and
[0 my interest is immediate
[0 my interest is 30 to 60 days
[0 my interest is 60 to 90 days
I [] Please have someone call me . . . or
[1 1 want information only . . .
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P. O. Box D, Oak Ridge Tennessee 37830, Phone (615) 483-8404
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