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normally covered in a course in sedi- 
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the book reasonably self-containing. 
This is followed by chapters on chem- 
ical and environmental factors that in- 
fluence weathering. The discussion on 
the inorganic chemistry of weathering 
is reasonably comprehensive, but there 
is insufficient coverage of the role of 
organic material. Though the role of 
primitive organisms in weathering is 
extremely interesting and of consider- 
able importance it is not mentioned. 
There is one chapter, with numerous 
examples, on the effects of chemical 
weathering on the various rock types. 
The last chapter contains a discussion 
of soil formation and gives examples 
of the various soil types. The author is 
Australian, and quite naturally a large 
portion of the examples in the book 
are from Australia. 

In view of current concern with 
chemical pollutants, a chapter on man- 
made chemical weathering would have 
been useful. But then Australia is not 
as polluted as the United States. 

Loughnan has succeeded in compiling 
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most aspects of the chemical weather- 
ing of silicate rocks. In view of the 
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