Order
your NMCB
Spills Bucket

So you're not “Harry the spiller”!
But spills are inevitable no matter
how careful you are. That’s why
we're sure you'll agree that a nearby
spills bucket is one of the most basic
safety aids for any laboratory.
Send for yours today! Contains
about 7 pounds of sand and soda
ash plus a handy plastic
scoop. Count
your benches
and order a
bucket for each
—just to be on
the safe side.

$5.00 $
delivered in U.S.
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figures and tables, and type composi-
tion and correction. All the other costs
—of printing, binding, and mailing
multiple copies—are recouped from
other sources of income to the journal
(subscriptions, sale of back issues, and
advertising). Now the costs of produc-
ing a single microfilm copy are the
same as those of setting a single copy
in type: reviewing, editing, and copy-
editing costs are unchanged, and one
needs, instead of a skilled compositor,
a skilled typist (with multitudinous spz-
cial attachments to cope with the com-
plexities of scientific work) plus a
microfilmer. Hence the page charges
would be unchanged.

Incidentally, it should be pointed out
that several leading journals are now
available in microfilm or microfiche as
well as in the conventional form. They
remain cumbersome to read or consult.

F. PETER WOODFORD
Rockefeller University,
New York 10021
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Deterioration of Teaching

In describing the hue and cry over
a retrenchment in support of higher
education and science, the ex-advisors
apparently did not mention that the
quality of the teaching staff in higher
education has been deteriorating for
some time (“Recession in science: ex-
advisors warn of long-term effects,” 1
May, p. 555). The decline in quality—
measured by the percentage of full-
time senior teaching staff with the doc-
torate—set in several years ago, long
before talk of curtailing the support
of graduate education.

A 1963-64 study of James F. Rog-
ers (I) showed 49 percent of the full-
time senior instructional staff held the
doctorate. A 1966 survey by R. Beazley
(2) showed the percentage had declined
to 43.7. Preliminary findings of another
survey indicate it may have dipped to
42 percent in 1967.

Increasing numbers of freshmen stu-
dents are enrolling in 2-year institu-
tions where only about 10 percent of
the teaching faculty held the doctorate
some 10 years ago and where only 6
percent held the degree in 1966. About
35 percent of the fall 1969 first time
enrollees entered 2-year institutions, a
percentage that is rising.

The percentage of full-time instruc-
tional staff with the doctorate is an in-
adequate measure of the quality of ed-
ucation, but at present it is about all
we have. It is directly relevant to the
need to produce more doctorates with
the view to assuming teaching respon-
sibilities, particularly in the burgeoning
institutions below the rank of univer-
sities.

ABBOTT L. FERRISS
2307 Valley Drive,
Alexandria, Virginia 22302
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Biology Editors’ Definition

An ad hoc Committee on a Proposed
Definition of a Primary Publication ap-
pointed by the Council of Biology Edi-
tors has developed the following defini-
tion which was adopted by a vote of the
full membership of CBE on 23 May
1968:

An acceptable primary publication must
be the first disclosure containing sufficient
information to enable peers (1) to assess
observations, (2) to repeat experiments,
and (3) to be susceptible to sensory per-
ception, essentially permanent, available to
the scientific community without restric-
tion, and available for regular screening
by one or more of the major recognized
secondary services [e.g., currently, Biolog-
ical Abstracts, Chemical Abstracts, Index
Medicus, Excerpta Medica, Bibliography
of Agriculture (since discontinued), etc.]
in the United States and similar facilities
in other countries.

ELLswWORTH B. Cook
American Society for Pharmacology
and Experimental Therapeutics, Inc.,
9650 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Progress in Desalination

Gerard (Letters, 20 Mar.) presents
a distorted picture of the potential of
desalting when he states that only 5
percent of all operating plants show
costs below $1 per 1000 gallons. It is
not the number of plants that is perti-
nent but the date of construction and
the size, since costs have gone down
both with improved technology and
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