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are affiliated. 

result of a purification bungle and an irresponsible approach to this 
Editorial Board problem by the oil-extracting plants and refineries, the Caspian Sea 

1970 is becoming badly polluted. Add the industrial sewage discharged into 
GUSTAF 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. LEWONTIN the sea and the contamination by intensive shipping, and you will not 
FRED R. EGOAN ALFRED 0. C. NIER be surprised to learn that the sturgeon catch is falling sharply." Supple- 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK w. PUTNAM menting these remarks is a passage in Soviet Life: * "The Caspian's prime 
MSLToN HARRIS 

'97' polluter is oil. Until recently all the off-shore oil installations, which use 

THOMAS EISNER NEAL MILLER great quantities of water, dumped the contaminated water into the sea. 
AMITAn ErzIoNI BRUCE MURRAY Hundreds of tankers carry oil derivatives across the Caspian. The holds 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PIERCE of the tankers were cleaned en route, and the waste water emptied 
DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR. 

Editorial Staff into the sea." 
Editor Examination of Soviet publications indicates that their water pollution 

- PanLuP H. ABELSON problem is widespread and serious. Oils, phenols, alkalis, acids, and 
Publisher Business Manager organic wastes are dumped in streams and lakes, and only a small 
DAEL wOLPLE HANS NUSSBAUM fraction of plants have adequate facilities for waste treatment. A passage 

Managing Editor: ROSERT V. ORMES from Izvestia states, "there are more than fifteen thousand milk, butter 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. and cheese factories and separator departments in the country . . . they 
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