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acreage burned annually (4). While fires accept Wright's assumption that muskox with increasing (and depressing) fre- 
may have beneficial effects for moose herding is a sensible" technique for quency: "Doctors fees have been in- 
under some circumstances - . . the in- exploiting the Arctic barrens. creasing more than twice as fast as they 
tensity and frequency of burns is an I realize that Wright does not favor were before Medicare and Medicaid 
important factor influencing the vegeta- blind destruction of Alaska in the proc- were enacted." Kramer states that this 
tion that follows (2). Also fires may be ess of oil development. However, if the is a major factor in the soaring costs. 
detrimental to many species of wildlife examples he cited are the most rational While it is probably true that there 
which are dependent upon climax vege- support available, I can only envision are isolated instances of undesirable or 
tation types. Fire is considered to be Wright's rational rape as the birth of a even unscrupulous fee manipulation un- 
responsible for the extinction of caribou monster. der these programs by certain mdi- 
on the Kenai Peninsula around the turn PAUL WHITNEY viduals, as would be anticipated in any 
of the century and the drastic decrease Institute of Arctic Biology, human endeavor related to the profit 
in their numbers in interior Alaska in University of Alaska, College 99701 motive, I am quite certain on the basis- 
the early 1930's (5). References and Notes of personal experience and many pro- 

In Alaska the muskox has become 1. . . Crawford and 5. C. I3osweII, Mining Met. fessional contacts that most physicians 
the subject of a controversy between 29, 574 (October, 1948). have raised their fees not at all or con- 
those promoting its domestication and 2. U.S. Dep. Agri. Tech. Bull. No. 1133 (Govern- siderably less than would be justified by ment Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1956), 
advocates of the muskox as an element p. 33. the cost-of-living increases. Kramer re- 3. E. V. Komarek, Proc. Tall Timbers Fire Fed. of the native fauna subjected to conven- Con!. 1968 (Tall Timbers Research Station, fers to overall payments to physicians. 
tional wildlife management practices. Tallahassee, Fla.) pp. 169-197. R. 5. Barney, Interior Alaska Wildfires, 1956- What has been occurring with the de- The successful exploitation of the 1965 (Institute of Northern Forestry, Juneau, velopment of Medicare and Medicaid 
muskox in the Arctic is subject to the  Alaska, 1969). 

A. S. Leopold and F. F. Darling, Wildlife in is that more patients have been seeing 
same biological, social, and economic Alaska (Ronald, New York, 1953), p. 58. doctors more often, which is expensive. 
problems that have plagued the reindeer 6. D. Klein, "Tundra Ranges North of the Boreal For example, as a consultant in neurol- Forest," J. Range Manage., in -press. 

herding industry. The muskox appears ogy, I am now seeing many patients 
suitable for a cottage economy such that I would not have seen in the past, 
as existed in northern Scotland 100 because the patient could not afford a 
years ago, but the lack of an animal Realities of Physicians' Income consultation. In some of these cases, I 
husbandry tradition in the North do not add substantially to the diag- 
American Arctic and the rapid accul- Kramer's report (28 Nov., p. 1126) nosis and treatment already undertaken 
turation of the native peoples do not on the soaring costs of Medicare and by the referring physician; in others, I 
favor acceptance of pastoralism as a Medicaid raises many good points but make important suggestions for the sub- 
way of life in the future (6). With these unfortunately includes a false statement sequent management of the case. Most 
observations in mind, I find it hard to which we have been hearing recently of us think that this constitutes better 
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