Deceptions in the Illicit
Drug Market

For the past 3 years, we have be-
come increasingly concerned with the
fact that persons taking illicit psyche-
delic drugs were running great risks,
not only because of the possible dangers
inherent in the psychedelics themselves
but also because of unknown dangers
in the products imputed to be psyche-
delics.

We have been able to obtain a num-
ber of street drugs, marketed as psy-
chedelics, and these have been ana-
lyzed. The 44 samples allegedly con-
sisted of the following: 20, LSD
(lysergic acid diethylamide); 6, psilo-
cybin; 13, mescaline; 1, peyote tar; 1,
MDA (3,4-methylene dioxyampheta-
mine; 1 DET (diethyltryptamine); and
2, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). Of
the 44 samples, 10 were thought, be-
cause of similarity of size, shape, and
origin, to be duplicates. Of these dupli-
cates, five were alleged to be LSD,
two psilocybin, and three mescaline.
However, it is questionable that any
one sample would be the same as any

other, even if said to be in the same

batch. The samples represent (not com-
pletely) (i) what is now available on
East Coast markets, both urban and
suburban, and (ii) the LSD available
over the past 3 years in the New York
area.

We have received the results of the
analyses of 36 samples (Tables 1 and
2). While most of the samples said to
be LSD were actually LSD, none of
the samples said to be mescaline, psilo-
cybin, or THC were those substances.
Four of the samples said to be mesca-
line were actually STP (2,5-dimethoxy-
4-methylamphetamine), There was a
wide variation in the amount of LSD
and STP in the samples. The amounts
of LSD were from 50 to 283 ug (me-
dian 100 pg) in samples that were

probably thought by the users to con-
tain about 250 pug of LSD or a com-
parable quantity of mescaline.

These findings are confirmed in part
by a survey by the Alcoholism and
Drug Addiction Research Foundation
in Toronto (I) of 222 samples of
street drugs which were analyzed. Of
these, 23 alleged samples of mescaline
contained no mescaline at all. However
no STP was found, and no quantitative
analyses were reported in the Toronto
study.

Our findings warrant public attention
for the following reasons:

1) Drugs alleged to be mescaline and
psilocybin are being made illegally and
sold because there is a good market for
these drugs, partly because of the LSD
chromosome-damage scare. Mescaline
and psilocybin probably are not being
made because the basic substances or
starting materials are more difficult to
acquire or more expensive than those
from which LSD and STP are produced
or because the chemical procedures for
producing them are more complicated
or more dangerous.

2) Many persons who would hesitate
to take LSD will take mescaline or
psilocybin; hence this deception is lead-
ing to more widespread use of stronger
psychedelics, particularly among new
and infrequent users.

3) Most of the psilocybin and mesca-
line samples are actually LSD. How-
ever, STP, which is a very dangerous
drug that even experienced users reject,
is being sold as mescaline. Thus new
and inexperienced users may be taking
STP and, believing it to be mescaline,
some (particularly the most experienced
older users—among whom are teen-
agers) will mix it with LSD. The
combination of STP and LSD is likely
to lead to prolonged confusional states.

4) “Magic pumpkin seeds” and
“strawberry mescaline,” drugs said to be
mescaline but which are really STP, are

Table 1. Alleged and actual chemistry of 36 drug samples. One LSD and three mescaline

samples were possible duplicates.

Actual chemistry

Alleged

: . . None
chemistry Lsp  Psilo- Mesca-  opp MDA Other identi- Total
cybin line fied

LSD 14 1% 15

Psilocybin 4 1 5

Mescaline 7 1% 1 13

STP

THC - 1

MDA 2% 2
Total 25 1 4 2 36

* Sernyl (phencyclidine). T Aspirin.
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Table 2. Amounts of LSD (seven samples)
and STP (two samples) in samples analyzed.

Alleged Actual
Sample chem?stry chemistry Amount
1 LSD LSD 50 ug
2 LSD LSD 80 ug
3 LSD LSD 80 ug
4 LSD LSD 100 ug
5 LSD LSD 110 ug
6 LSD LSD 200 ug
7 Mescaline LSD 283 ug
8 Mescaline STP 3.7 mg
9 Mescaline STP 4.8 mg

now available in the illicit drug market
in very large quantities. (i) The “magic
pumpkin seed” is a pill shaped as an
elongated oval, tapering toward the
edges on both rounded surfaces, and is
bright yellow in color. This product is
sold to the street trade as mescaline.
(ii) “Strawberry mescaline” is a round
pill, about the size of an aspirin tablet,
but thinner from surface to surface; it
has a moderately light, reddish pink
color. The color is somewhat uneven,
giving nearly the appearance of a
speckled surface. This product is also
traded in the street as mescaline.

5) The amounts of LSD and STP
vary considerably in the capsules sold
(Table 2). This could be dangerous if
the illicit user, failing to get much re-
action from one pill, took another or
several others which might contain large
amounts of LSD or STP. '

Publicizing these findings could (i)
inform users that they are not actually
being sold mescaline and psilocybin but
probably more dangerous drugs; (ii)
inform users that STP is frequently
masked as mescaline and that large
amounts of it are now available on the
street market; and (iii) reduce the
confidence of the users in the quality
and safety of the illegal drugs that
they are buying.
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