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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Social Responsibilities of Scientists 

Sctence serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including A few decades ago, most scientists held the view that their principal 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points duty was to advance the frontiers of knowledge. Correspondingly, the 
of view, rather than by publishing only material scientific societies limited their activities to publications and meetings 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including centered on their chosen fields. During the past few years, the activities 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews of scientists 'have expanded. Many of the principal symposiums at the 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by recent Boston meeting of AAAS dealt with public policy aspects of 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors science and technology. 
are affiliated. 

Scientists have not unanimously approved participation in policy 
Editorial Board matters by their colleagues. Some have objected that spokesmen certainly 

1970 did not speak for them personally. Others have pointed out that once 
GUSTAF 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARo C. LEWONTiN facts have become generally known, the scientist can no longer determine 
FREO R. EOOAN ALEREO 0. C. NIER 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM how his discoveries may be applied. To some degree, this argument is 
MILTON HARRIS valid. Nevertheless, scientists will have continuing and important roles in 

1971 determining how science is applied. One important function is that of 
TIIONIAs EISNER NEAL MILL 'R 
AMITAT ETzIoNI BRUCE MURRAY watchdog. 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PIERCE In exploiting scientific discoveries, humanity will squander resources and 
DANIEL KOsSILANo, JR. unwittingly conduct profoundly important experiments on itself and on 

Editorial Staff the environment. Who will evaluate such experiments and be alert to 
Editor emerging problems? The man in the street can scarcely fill such a role. 

PHILIP H. ABELsON Government might, but its leadership is in the hands of politicians who 
Plihltslle.r Business Manogei' rarely act until an issue is crystallized by others. Scientists or engineers 
DAEL wOEFLE HANS NU55BAUM in government service might act as watchdogs, but in general, politicians 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES prefer that the bureaucrats speak only when spoken to. Employees of 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN H. industry are in much the same circumstance. Thus academic scientists 

RINGLE and the scientific societies have responsibilities that they cannot escape. 
Ass'tstanr io il'ie Editor: NANCY TEiMOUlsIAN In attempting to convert opinion into action, scientists should avoid 
Neivs Editor: JOHN WALSh internal conflict. They form only a tiny fraction of the electorate, and at 

Foreigii Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERGi best their prestige is not such as to give much weight to partisan exhorta- 
News and Comnient: LUTIWR J. CARTER, PHILIP M. tions. In matters that are more political than scientific, members .of 

l3oeii', JOEL R. KRAMER, ANDREW HAMILTON, societies are likely to be divided in their preferences. When a society 
NANCY GRUCHOW, SCHERRAINE MACK . attempts to achieve a monolithic position on such issues, it does so over 

Research Topics: ROBERT W. HOLCOMII strong objections. The outcome convinces no one, serves little purpose, 
Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBrsluIAR'i' and leaves debilitating wounds. The societies are more effective when 
Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BELK, ISAIIELLA they employ leverage furnished by other opinion makers. During the 

l300LoIis, ELEANORE BUTZ, GRAYeR FINGER, 'NANCY 
HAMILTON, CORRINE HARRIS, OLIR HEATWoLE past decade, AAAS has met this challenge by providing forums in which 
ANNE HoLoswoRTH, PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE Liv- technological problems that affect all of us were discussed. These presen- 
INOSTON, MARGARET LLOYD, VIRGINIA NUassLa, PATRI- tations have been well covered by the mass media. 
CIA Rowa, LEAH RYAN, Lois SCIsMIrr, BARBARA 
SHEFFER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART, ALICE After the mass media to devote attention to a ' public 
THEILE, MARLENE TUCKER, MARIE WEaNER begin plousem, 

awareness increases, and politicians become interested. However, in 
European Office: Mulberry Walk, London, helping to create judicious public opinion, the scientific societies can 

S.W.3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) 

Advertising Staff have an important role. Especially useful are fact-finding commissions 
Director Production Ma,iager and committees. Thus the Air Conservation Commission of AAAS served 
EARL J. Scusts.soo KAY GOLosIN a valuable function in early delineation of facts concerning air pollution. 

Advertising Soles Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES Reports from committees organized by the National Academy of Sci- 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Robert S. Bughee, ences have been helpful in crystallizing public opinion on such issues 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. as birth control. In general, the reports have had an effect roughly pro- 
t17076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (20i-889- 
4873); MEOFIELD, MAss. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, portional to the level of scholarship and objectivity which character- 
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611. 
Herbert L. Burkiund, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan ized them. 
Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLs, CALIF. 90211: 
Wino Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) The goal of opinion-making should be constructive action. A pre- 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- requisite for this is thorough planning based on an adequate fund of 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: knowledge. Scientists can make imaginative contributions to planning, 
202-387-7i71. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. Copies and they can help ensure that the factual bases for decisions are as sound 
of "Instructions for Contributors" can be obtained 
from the editorial office. See also page 7, Science, as possible.-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
4 July 1969. ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: 
Rm. 1740, ii W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 10036. 
Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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