tional Botanical Congress, conscious of
their responsibility as biologists, consider
that there is no solution to the final prob-
lem unless population control is achieved.
Therefore, we urge governments to adopt
such policies while at the same time en-
suring an adequate standard of living for
their people, particularly by encouraging
increased food production commensurate
with proper land use.

The XlIth International Botanical Con-
gress, recognizing the importance of pre-
serving every aspect of the diversity and
resources of the earth’s biosphere, requests
the governments of the countries of the
world, the inter-governmental organizations
of the United Nations family, particularly
those involved in technical assistance proj-
ects intended to promote scientific, cul-
tural and economic development, other
inter-governmental and non-governmental
organizations involved in conservation
matters, universities and other institutions
of learning and research, and any other
group or individual interested in conserva-
tion, to do all in their power to encourage
every effort to preserve the earth’s bio-
sphere from the manifold destructive in-
fluences of man, including the release of
persistent toxic materials. We urge support
of the conservation projects embodied in
the International Biological Program and
within the ambit of the International
Council of Scientific Unions and Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources.

HERBERT G. BAKER

Botanical Garden,
University of California, Berkeley 94720

Astronaut’s Resignation

The news note “Trouble at NASA:
Space scientists resign” (22 Aug., p.
776) refers to a comment made by
NASA officials that I resigned from
the scientist-astronaut program because
I didn’t want to become a pilot.

This is an oversimplification. The
budgetary delays in plans for scientific
space flights and the inability to carry
on a reasonable amount of scientific
research in the meantime were equally
important reasons. I discussed all these
reasons in the statement of resignation
which I submitted to NASA for public
release. “Flying just isn’t my cup of
tea” was quoted in the NASA official
announcement from a telephone con-
versation with Deke Slayton and not
even included in my statement.

This is one of those unfortunate
cases in which news is distorted be-
cause only a small portion is taken out
of context for simplicity and read-
ability. . . .

BRrRIAN O’LEARY
Department of Astronomy and Space
Sciences, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York 14850
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LINEAR READOUT!

COLEMAN
MODEL 124

PERKIN-ELMER DOUBLE-
BEAM GRATING SPECTROPHOTOMETER

This instrument is the only one in its class offering meter readout that’s linear
in both transmittance and absorbance. It provides fully automatic ratio-re-
cording; gives you the capabilities of both a double-beam automatic and a
single-beam manual spectrophotometer; and, now that eight major accessories
are available, Model 124 is even more versatile than before.

You can learn to operate the “124” in minutes. There are no logarithmic
scales to interpolate, no time-consuming procedures, Slit selection is simple.
(There are three fixed spectral band widths: 0.5, 1.0, or 2.0 mu.) And filter
changes are automatic. Sample and reference are compared automatically,
and the linear absorbance or transmittance ratio is presented directly to the
meter or recorder, Besides, you can accomplish three times more work com-
pared with instruments of older design...because the “124” operates at
four scanning speeds (up to 240 mu per minute), and scans the entire visible
range in less than two minutes! Overall range is 190 to 800 mp.

With Model 124, you can work with both high and extremely low concen-
trations . .. thanks to thie large cell compartment which accommodates cells
with light path lengths up to 100 mm long. In addition, you can obtain read-
ings in O to 2.0 absorbance, or expand your readings with the 0 to 1.0
absorbance range.

Solid state circuitry in Model 124 results in exceptional zero-A line
stability and superb performance. Ask us to send you Bulletin B-312B.
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