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THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the
presentation and discussion of important issues
related to the advancement of science, including
the presentation of minority or conflicting points
of view, rather than by publishing only material
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord-
ingly, all articles published in Science—including
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews
—are signed and reflect the individual views of the
authors and not official points of view adopted by
the AAAS or the institutions with which the
authors are affiliated.

Editorial Board

1969

EmiL Haury KENNETH S. PITZER
WiLLarp F. LiBBY ALEXANDER RicH
Everert I. MENDELSOHN  CLARENCE M. ZENER
Joun R. PIERCE

1970

RicHarp C. LEWONTIN
ALFRep O, C. NIErR
Frank W, PUINAM

GusTAF O. ARRHENIUS
Frev R. EcGan
Harry F. HarLow
MirtoN  HaARrris
Editorial Staff

Editor
PuiLie H. ABELSON

Publisher Business Manager
DAEL WOLFLE Hans NussBAUM

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MurpHY, JoHN E.
RINGLE

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN

News Editor: Joun WALSH

Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERG*

News and Comment: LUTHER J. CARTER, BRYCE
NELsON, PHiLip M. BoOFFEY, MARK W. OBERLE,

MARTI MUELLER, SCHERRAINE MACK

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART

Editorial ~ Assistants: JOANNE BELK, ISABELLA

BouULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN CARTER, GRAYCE
FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE
HoLpswoRTH, PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE LIVINGSTON,
VIRGINIA NUESSLE, SANDRA RATTLEY, PATRICIA ROWE,
LEAH RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, BARBARA SHEFFER, RICH-
ARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART, ALICE THEILE

* FEuropean Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, S.W,
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749)
Advertising Staff

Director Production Manager
EARL J. SCHERAGO Kay GOLDSTEIN

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES
Sales: NEw York, N.Y. 10036: Robert S. Bugbee,

11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); ScotcH PrLAINS, N.J. -

07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-
4873); MEDFIELD, Mass. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle,
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHicAGo, IrL. 60611:
Herbert L. Burklund, Room 2107, 919 N, Michigan
Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HiLLs, CALIF. 90211:
Winn Nance, 111 N, La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-
2772).

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa-
chusetts Ave.,, NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone:
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington.
Copies of “Instructions for Contributors” can be

obtained from the editorial office. See also page

7, Science, 4 July 1969. ADVERTISING COR-
RESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858.

SCIENCE

Political Action in Behalf of Science

Last year, when the Johnson Administration placed a ceiling on fed-
eral expenditures, support of scientific research was cut more sharply
than most other items in the federal budget. In general, scientists co-
operated without grumbling in what they hoped was a one-time
emergency. Recent events indicate that this hope has been denied and

" that a combination of cuts and inflation will bring a 2-year reduction

in- academic research of about 20 percent. Responsibility for this reduc-
tion rests both on the Congress and on the Executive and has a bi-
partisan basis. The Nixon Administration’s effort to increase the budget
of the National Science Foundation has been thwarted thus far by
the Democratic-controlled House Appropriations Committee. In turn,
in allocating a $3.5 billion expenditure cut, which amounts to a little
over 3 percent of the discretionary budget, the Executive branch dis-
criminated against medical research. At first, support was slashed by
more than 20 percent, a situation which obtained for more than a
month. Later, when the matter was made public in front-page news-
paper stories, the drop was rescinded and replaced by a 5- to 10-per-
cent cut,

News of the deep cut was first brought into the open this month at
a session of the American Chemical Society in New York. The audience
was dismayed. Later, one observer commented, “We are witnessing a
mindless dismantling of the American scientific enterprise.” To prevent
further destruction scientists must engage in broadly based, long-term,
thoughtful political action.

Major decisions with respect to government support of science are
made by politicians. They, in turn, are responsive to public opinion,
to material in the mass media (especially the press), to the intervention
of influential citizens, and to their own experience and observations.
Scientists have been fairly active in informing the public about con-
structive aspects of their work. Scientists have neglected the important
opportunities inherent in direct contacts with politicians.

Politicians operate with the pressing knowledge that they can be ef-
fective only if they can be elected. In consequence, they are especially
sensitive to the opinions and demands of those of their constituents who
have, or can employ, substantial political influence. For example, a
politician pays attention to the words of the president of a major edu-
cational institution in his district, and to its distinguished alumni. In
general, the politician gives personal attention to letters from such in-
fluential persons and makes himself available for conversations. Ac-
cordingly, scientists should make special efforts to communicate with
politicians through top men associated in any way with their institutions.

Another mechanism for influencing politicians is illustrated by action
taken in one district in the Midwest. Two colleges jointly invited
their congressman to spend a day with them. On that occasion scientists
at the colleges described their research and how it was interacting with
the education of undergraduates. They showed him equipment pro-
vided by the National Science Foundation and told him of other sup-
port they had received from that source. The congressman was im-
pressed with what he saw and heard, and stated that he had not realized
the extent and importance of such federal support.

Scientists can stop the mindless dismantling of American science. They
have the wit and energy to develop the political clout necessary to do the
job, and they should get about that business.—PHiLIP H. ABELSON



