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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Foundation or Public Charity 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including The tax reform bill passed by the House of Representatives (H.R. the presentation of minority or conflicting points 1 
of view, rather than by publishing only material 3270) includes provisions of far-ranging significance for organizations 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- that are tax exempt under Section 501 (c) (3), the section of the Internal ingly, all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews Revenue Code that pertains to schools, colleges, foundations, scientific -are signed and reflect the individual views of the and scholarly societies, and similar organizations. In a peculiar and 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the unsatisfactory effort to define foundations by a process of exclusion, authors are affiliated. all Section 501(c) (3) organizations are divided into two classes. One 

Editorial Board class includes four strictly defined types of organizations that are collec- 
1969 tively considered "public charities." All others are called foundations. 

EMIL HAURY KENNETH .  Because the Act increases incentives to contribute to schools, colleges, 
WILLARD F. LIBBY ALEXANDER RICH churches, and charities, and punishes foundations-those that operate 
EVERETT I. MENDELSOHN CLARENCE M. ZENER for the public benefit as well as those whose abuses the Congress has 
JOHN R. PIERCE 

properly wanted to curb (Science, 4 July and 15 August)-it becomes 1970 of great importance to an organization whether it be classed as a 
GUSTAP 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. LEWONTIN 
FRED R. EGGAN ALFRED 0. . NIER "foundation" or as a "public charity." Except for the demeaning label, 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM the latter category will be much more desirable for many organizations. 
MILTON HARRIS 

Most scientific associations, such as the AAAS, should qualify as Editorial Staff public charities but there is uncertainty on the point, and some of the 
Editor major scientific and professional membership societies are likely to be 

PHILIP H. ABELSON treated as private foundations. Also apparently classed as foundations 
Publisher Business Manager are institutions, such as the Institute for Advanced Study, that are 
DAEL WoLPLE HANS NUSSBAUM educational in fact but that do not have regularly announced classes 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES and curricula. 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, Joass B. The penalties for being classified as a foundation would be severe: 

RINOLE a tax of 7.5 percent on investment income; major new restrictions on 
Assistant to the Editor: NANcY TEIMOURIAN activities; and eligibility to receive grants from foundations only if the 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH foundation making the grant exercises much stricter surveillance than 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL . GREENBERO* is required for grants to universities or other "public charities" and 
News and Comment: LUTHER . CARTER, BRYCE makes "full and detailed reports" to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

NELSON, PHILIP M. BOFFEY, MARK w. OBERLE, If the House provisions become law, they will reduce the usable 
MARTs MUELLER, SCHERRAINE MACK income, reduce the ability to secure grants and gifts, and reduce the 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART freedom and flexibility of a group of institutions that are distinguished 
Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BaLK, ISABELLA for their research and for their leadership in advanced education: 

BOULOIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN CARTER, GRAYCE Woods Hole, the Institute for Advanced Study, the Carnegie Institution, 
FINOER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE 
HOLOSWORTH, PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE LIVINosToN, the Brookings Institution, the Wistar Institute, the Institute for Ad- 
\JIRoINIA NUEssLE, SANORA RATrLEY, PAmICIA Rowe, 
LEAN RYAN, Loss SCHMITT, BARBARA SHEPPER, RICH- vanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and others. 
ARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART, ALICE THEILE The provisions may not become law. The Secretary of the Treasury 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, sw. has already told the Senate Committee that the House bill "goes too far 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) in taxing foundations," and that a tax to raise revenue from the 

Advertising StEff foundations cannot be justified if their tax-exempt status is justified. He proposed, instead, a 2-percent "supervisory tax" which would be used to Director Production Manager EARL J. SCHERAGO KAY GOLDSTEIN support an audit program by the Internal Revenue Service. The termi- 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES nology here is important; a "user fee," as the House once called it, 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Robert S. Bughee, may be justified, where a "tax" is not, and would be less subject to 
ii w. 42 St. (212-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, i2 Unami Lane (20i-889- the danger of later escalation. Other changes should be made. Some 4873); MEoFIELo, MASS. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, of the House-version restrictions on grant-making foundations are too 
4 Rolling Lane (6i7-444-1439); CHICAGO, ILL. 606ii: 
Hesbert L. Burklund, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan sweeping, and the definition of a foundation needs to be clarified. 
Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLs, CALIF,: 90211: After the Senate has acted, a compromise between the House and 
Winn Nance, iii N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657- Senate bills will be worked out. A better compromise can be expected 
2772). 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Mgssa- if the senators, especially the members of the Senate Committee on chusetts Ave., NW, washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: Finance, are informed about the damage the House version would do to 202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, washington. foundations and to the research institutes and institutes for advanced 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page study that are likely to be treated as foundations under the House defi- 7, Sctence, 4 July 1969. ADVERTISING COR- 
RESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New nition. Now is the time to give them that information.-DAEL WOLELE 
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1558. 
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