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Science serves its readers as a forum far the 
presentation and discussion of important issues If we had had the foresight a few years ago to establish the Potomac 
related to the advancement of science, including Valley Test Facility, several recent national problems could have been 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than by publishing only material handled more satisfactorily. An example was the problem of what to do 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including with a large supply of unwanted poison gas m Colorado. The Army pro- 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews posed to ship it by train to the East Coast and then to dump it at sea off 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the coast of New Jersey. Had the Potomac Valley Test Facility been in 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the existence, several containers of the gas could have been dropped into 
authors are affiliated. 

the Potomac River, between the White House and the Pentagon, from an 
Editorial Board altitude calculated to give the impact velocity expected at sea bottom. 
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EvERErr I. MENDEL5OHN CLARENCE M. ZENER , and if they did not, the rate of leakage of the gas and its effects on the 
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1970 neighboring flora and fauna. Nothing quite takes the place of direct, 
GUSTAF 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. LEWoNTIN personal experience in evaluating an event and its consequences. The 
FRED R. FOGAN ALFRED 0. C. Nisa nation's central decision makers should not be denied this experience. 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM More recently, the Edgewood Arsenal and Fort McClellan have sus- 
MILTON HARRIS 

EdItorial Staff pended open-air testing of nerve gas until a team of scientists can, de- termine whether such tests are as free from danger as they are reputed 
Editor to be. The National Academy of Sciences, which is frequently asked to 

PHILIP H. ABELSON advise the government on difficult technical matters, has its headquarters 
Publisher Business Manager in Washington. Also nearby are the National Bureau of Standards, the 
DAEL WOLFLE HANS NUssEAUM Food and Drug Administration, and other agencies that can provide 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMEs much technical information and relevant expertise. If open-air tests of 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN B. nerve gas were conducted in or near Washington, representatives of ap- 
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propriate agencies and of interested congressional committees could 
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MARTs MUELLER, SCHERRAINE MACK carried out in several parts of the country, but the test sites have been 

Book Reitews: SYLVIA EBERHART remote from Washington, and there is still considerable disagreement 
Editorial AssiTtaots: JOANNE . BELK, ISABELLA over the extent of the disturbance and the willingness of the public to 
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LEAH RYAN, Lots SCHMITr, BARBARA SHEFFER, RICH- ington, members of Congress and officials of responsible Executive 
ARD SOMMER, YA LI SwIOART, ALICE THEILE agencies could observe the effects on babies, pets, the sick and the 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry walk, London, SAY. elderly, on classrooms and conferences, and also on window panes and 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) other fragile objects. They could learn for themselves just how much or 

Advertising Staff little disturbance repeated sonic booms produce at various times of day 
Director Production Manager and night. 
EARL J. SCHERAGO KAY GOLDSThIN There would be still other advantages of having a general-purpose test 
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