A Neutral Stance Is Impossible

The objective person is one who
knows his biases. To maintain a neutral
stance is impossible; one can only at-
tempt to compensate for known biases.
I cannot see any more reason for the
faculty member to “lose his objectivity”
by testifying in court or in regulatory
proceedings, as Schanz states (Letters,
27 June) than he would by being a
member of a state or federal commis-
sion or study group.

Too frequently in recent years, per-
sons with knowledge of the subject have
been excluded from study groups or
commissions because of their supposed
lack of objectivity as a result of their
employment by industry. Would it not
be wiser to recognize bias and aim for
the formation of study groups composed
of representatives known to have cer-
tain biases and points of view? Too
often the unbiased witness is also the
uninformed witness.

MircHELL R. ZAVON
Miami Valley Project,
University of Cincinnati, 3333 Vine
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

XYY Chromosome: Legal Hazards

Kennedy McWhirter’s valuable discus-
sion (Letters, 6 June) of what should
be done when an XYY man has been
convicted of a criminal offense leaves
one important practical problem un-
solved.

Unfortunately we have to admit that
there is at present no treatment, nor
any immediate prospect of this being
developed, which can be expected to
have any specific effect upon the XYY
syndrome, apart from the usual refor-
mative training attempted with cyto-
logically normal delinquents. Whatever
treatment is tried, nobody can say that
an XYY man who has once committed
an offense is no longer at risk of doing
so again, anymore than would any nor-
mal prisoner who appeared to have re-
sponded to corrective training.

So granting that “Ideally the duty of
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the state, as soon as XYY is diagnosed
(after the onset of overt criminal symp-
toms) is to protect the public . . . and to
seek to restore normal function in, and
then liberty to, the XYY subject,” a man
so diagnosed might expect to find himself
kept in nonpunitive custody for a very
long time. That being so, anyone sen-
tenced to less than about 10 years im-
prisonment (and in Britain, at any rate,
“life” imprisonment, even for murder,
is now very seldom longer than that).
would probably be well-advised not to
plead cytological abnormality in mitiga-
tion of sentence. '

McWhirter discusses the legal liabil-
ity of “Psychiatrists who fail to obtain
a cytologist’s report on a patient who
might reasonably be in the XYY cate-
gory.” A more likely situation is that
in which a prisoner refuses, on legal
advice, to allow any such examination
at all. It could, of course, be made
compulsory by court order. But to use
force to compel a prisoner, not in any
meaningful sense insane; to submit to
an examination the purpose of which
he may reasonably believe is to obtain
evidence which will be used to his own
disadvantage, however beneficial it may
be for society as a whole, does raise
some very real legal and constitutional
problems.
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0il Spills—An OId Story

Considering the amount of research
that is being carried out on the Outer
Continental Shelf, Carter is justified in
his surprise that the information gap on
offshore oil should be so wide (2 May,
p. 530). Besides all the modern methods
of undersea exploration and the sophis-
ticated sensing equipment being used to
gather data, it is amazing how much a
little historical investigation can un-
earth. After charting the coastline of
what is now Alaska, British Columbia,
and Washington, the great English sea-

man, Captain George Vancouver,
visited California in the Discovery in
1793, and made this entry in his log
for Sunday, 10 November (I):

The surface of the sea, which was per-
fectly smooth and tranquil, was covered
with a thick slimy substance, which, when
separated, or disturbed by any little agita-
tion, became very luminous, whilst the
light breeze that came principally from
the shore, brought with it a very strong
smell of burning tar, or of some such
resinous substance. The next morning the
sea had the appearance of dissolved tar
floating upon its surface, which covered
the ocean in all directions within the
limits of our view; and indicated that in
this neighbourhood it was-not subject to
much agitation.

By coincidence, this was in the very
area of Santa Barbara where the under-
sea oil well blew up recently, and fol-
lowing which the Department of the
Interior stated that “there is a lack of
sufficient knowledge of this particular
geological area”!

S. W. A. GunN
Department of the History of
Medicine and Science, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver 8, Canada
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Undergraduates in Research

I agree with Stirling A. Colgate’s let-
ter (20 June) concerning undergraduate
involvement in research. I teach an
undergraduate course in experimental
psychology, with an emphasis on neuro-
psychological mechanisms, in which
one of the major purposes is to acquaint
students with current techniques and
research findings in this area. I have
found it possible to bring research find-
ings into the undergraduate classroom
and to interest students in some of the
research I am personally doing. This
can be done effectively if undergradu-
ates are invited into the laboratory at
the beginning of the semester in order

to acquaint them with standard pieces

of equipment such as microtomes and
stereotaxic instruments, and if much of
the remainder of the semester is spent
presenting representative findings ob-
tainable with these techniques. Some of
these undergraduates actually go on to
major in psychology. ‘
MELVIN L. GOLDSTEIN
Department of Psychology,
Indiana University at Kokomo,
Kokomo 46901
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