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Margaret Mead must know more related to the extremist "children" of 
history than her editorial reflects. "No our student population may be correct. 
generation has ever known, experi- Perhaps all children know more than 
enced, -and incorporated such rapid any elder, as many outspoken students 
changes, watched the sources of power, claim - . - but if I saw any evidence 
the means of communication, the defi- that such a conclusion is correct, I 
nition of humanity, the limits of their would resign my professorship, re- 
explorable universe, the certainties of matriculate, and study under new, 
a known and limited world, the funda- young, sophomoric "children" profes- 
mental imperatives of life and death- sors. 
all change before their eyes" [since Perhaps, on the other hand, Mead 
1939]. Really. Did no earlier genera- and other humanists who agree with 
tion observe a change from wood to the vocal sophomoric element of our 
coal and coal to oil power? From mail college and university nonstudents (in 
to telegraph, radio, and telephone com- the classical sense) represent the frus- 
munication? From Catholic to Prot- tration of classical humanism. Perhaps 
estant and from Medieval to Coperni- professional philosophers, literary in- 
can, Darwinian, and Freudian defini- tellectuals, cultural anthropologists, 
tions 'of humanity? See the limits of and others, have at last been forced 
the known and habitable world vastly intuitively to realize the futility of per- 

extended by the great explorers and sonal opinion (all they have to work 
pioneers? The certainties of limited with). In such a domain, it is conceiv- Still using rural, aristocratic, and Victorian worlds able that a bright sophomore might be shattered? And just what "imperatives able to convince the professor that the 
of life and death" has this generation child is the more knowledgeable. 
discovered that were unknown at Gol- I doubt if any true scholar could 

gotha, during the Black Death, at make such a statement as Mead's. Sci- to u r hanG s Sevastopol or Verdun? Mead seems to entific knowledge, for example, is only 
think that death (or, even more incom- in part personal opinion; therefore it 
prehensibly, life) began at Auschwitz is not subject to debate in the sense of 

or Hiroshima. She should reread Urne- a discussion about student rights on to1oM ?7 Buriall (1). the campus where anyone's opinion is 
HAROLD ORLANS as good as anyone else's. True scholars 
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munication? From Catholic to Prot- tration of classical humanism. Perhaps 
estant and from Medieval to Coperni- professional philosophers, literary in- 
can, Darwinian, and Freudian defini- tellectuals, cultural anthropologists, 
tions 'of humanity? See the limits of and others, have at last been forced 
the known and habitable world vastly intuitively to realize the futility of per- 

extended by the great explorers and sonal opinion (all they have to work 
pioneers? The certainties of limited with). In such a domain, it is conceiv- Still using rural, aristocratic, and Victorian worlds able that a bright sophomore might be shattered? And just what "imperatives able to convince the professor that the 
of life and death" has this generation child is the more knowledgeable. 
discovered that were unknown at Gol- I doubt if any true scholar could 

gotha, during the Black Death, at make such a statement as Mead's. Sci- to u r hanG s Sevastopol or Verdun? Mead seems to entific knowledge, for example, is only 
think that death (or, even more incom- in part personal opinion; therefore it 
prehensibly, life) began at Auschwitz is not subject to debate in the sense of 

or Hiroshima. She should reread Urne- a discussion about student rights on to1oM ?7 Buriall (1). the campus where anyone's opinion is 
HAROLD ORLANS as good as anyone else's. True scholars 

Brookings Institution, are sure that they know more than 
1775 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, their "children" students and they (and 

ists, too) know that their knowledge is bile r Daper? 
Washington, D.C. 20036 I'm sure Mead speaks for few human- Reference reliable and meaningful. If you are, stop. S&S has already done 
1. T. Browne, Hydriotaphia, Urn-Burial (Cbarles 

Brome, London, 1686); , Urne-Buriall WALTER V. BROWN the job for you. They are called #560 and Garden ol Cyrus, 5. Carter, Ed. (Cam- Department of Botany, folded analytical filter papers, and bridge univ. Press, New York, 1958). University of Texas, Austin 78712 ' they're tear-proof. 
Used for preparing Glucose, BUN or 

"In the past there were always some My commentators illustrate my point other protein-free filtrations, #560 folded 
elders who knew more-in terms of too well. I might add, however, that cost only $1.83 per box of 100, 12? cm 
experience-than any children, Today the editorial in Science was only a small diameter. Minimum order is $5.00. 
there are none - . - There are no elders section, selected by the editors of #560 folded filter papers is just one more lab aid from S&S, manufacturers of: who know what those who have been Science, from a series of lectures to 1 Pure cellulose acetate for electrophoresis. reared in the last 20 years know about be published as Culture and Commit- 2 Collodion Bags for protein concentration. 
what the next 20 years will be." ment by the Natural History Press in 3 Standard S&S 903 Paper for PKU tests. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the the autumn. These lectures relate my 4 Finest Filter Papers, 
children who alone know both the conclusions from 44 years of fieldwork Chromatography Papers. 5 Folded Filter Papers. present and future should be the pro- and analysis of field materials, some- 
fessors, and the professors who do not thing rather different from "personal the first name infiltration,.. 
know should certainly sit under them opinion," better than a few paragraphs SCHLEICHER & SCFIIJELL 

(6031 352-3810 as students. Since Mead herself is can do. I might also add that I am not 
clearly included in her all-inclusive a humanist and that I certainly intend 
group of elders, we expect to hear no to continue learning from my stu- Schleicher & Schuell, Inc. Keene, New Hampshire 03431 more from her since she admits that dents. Please send free information on circled 
all children know more than she does. It would have been interesting to Items from above descriptions. 

1 2 3 4 5 Goodbye, Margaret. have had some comments from the I cannot believe that Mead is cor- younger generation. Name 
rect. Perhaps I, a scientist, cannot MARGARET MEAD Address 
bridge C. P. Snow's gap between the American Museum of Natural History, City 
scientists and the humanists. If so, then Central Park West and 79th Street, . state_____________________ 
Mead and other humanists who have New York 10024 SC 669 
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