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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Identifying and Moving toward National Goals 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science selves sta readers as a forum for the The central role of science and technology in shaping this nation's 
presentation and dsscussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including future has been emphasized by leading scientists and politicians. Never- 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points theless, while spending some $18 billion a year on research and develop- 
01 view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- ment, the federal government has not provided dynamic 'leadership. 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including William Carey, for many years a key figure in the Bureau of the Budget, 
editorials, news and comment, and hook reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the has said, "The United States has no science policy." One measure of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the inertness of the government is the fact that there have been only minor 
authors are affiliated, changes in emphasis and expenditures for R & D during the last 6 years. 

In the meantime, this nation has encountered a great new set of 
Editorial Board domestic problems-social and environmental. We also face very im- 

1969 portant shifts in the nature of international competition. The Japanese 

EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITzeR 
WILLARD F. Lsaev ALEXANDER RICH and 'the West Germans have emerged as the real victors of the Cold War 
EvERIITr I. MENDEL5OHN CLARENCE M. zENER and the Vietnamese conflict. 
JOHN R. PIERCE Scientists and engineers alone cannot solve all the problems of society, 

1970 but they can contribute significantly to the solution of many 'of them, if 
GUSTAIS 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. LEWONTIN organized to do so. A useful analysis of ways in which science and tech- 
FRED R. EGOAN ALFRED 0. C. NIER 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM nology can be mobilized to meet the needs of society has been provided 
MILTON HARRIS in a thoughtful report by the Science Council of Canada. 

Editorial Staff The Science Council has approached the matter in a logical way. It 
Editor began with the axiom that the value of any scientific enterprise to a 

PHILIP H. ABELSON' society is determined by the social, cultural, and economic goals that 
society seeks. The council members then proceeded to identify a set of 
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Editor: ROBERT V.  trymen-for example, national prosperity and physical and mental health. Managing They then sought to identify the various factors on which attainment of 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. each goal will depend. They found that, in moving toward the nation's 

RINOLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCy TEIMOURIAN major goals, science and technology might be expected to make important contributions. The council then considered how science and technology 
News Editor: JoHN WALsH might best be organized to meet Canada's needs effectively. The recoin- 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GsIEENiuzitO5 mendations necessarily take into account the special situation in Can- 
News and Comment: LUTHER J. CARrEls, Bavce ada-its population, its resources, and the fact that most of its major 

NELSON, PHILIP M. BOFFEY, MARTA MUELLER, SCHER industry is dominated by foreign-owned companies. To avoid frittering 

RAINE MACK 

away resources by competing in every area, the council has recommended 
Book Reviews: SyLvIA EBERHART ' that Canada should concentrate on a limited number of major efforts. 
Editorial Assistaots: JOANNE BELK, ISABELLA It proposes that "most new undertakings in Canadian science be orga- 

BOuLDIN. ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN CARTER, GRAYCE 

FINORR, NANCy HAMILTON, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE nized as large multidisciplinary, mission-oriented projects having as a 
HOLoSwORTH, PAULA LECKv, KATHERINE LIVINOSTON, goal 'the solution of some important economic or social problem and in 

CAROLE MaNnozA, VIscOINIA NUESSLE, LEAN RyAN, 

Loss SCHMITT, BARBARA SwEEPER, RICHARD SOMMER, which all sectors of the scientific community must participate on an equal 

YA LI SwsoAscT, ALICE THEILE footing." 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, sw. As a rationale for choosing this approach, the report points to the 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) advantage of a national focus for efforts. "Ideally each program will 

Advertising Staff give cohesion to the efforts of all levels of government, of industry and 
Director Production Manager of 'the universities as they work towards a common goal. . . . Today it 
EARL 5. SCHERAGO KAy GOLDSTEIN should be a measure of a nation's maturity that it can apply its problem- 
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Ave. (3i2-DE-7-4973); Los ANGELES, CALIF. 90048: tive precedent and erected a high standard of excellence for others. 
'Winn Nance, 8255 Beverly Blvd. (2i3-653-98i7). 

Leaders of its larger but less alert neighbor can learn much from the 
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chuseus Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: exercise that has been conducted. In the United States a searching anal- 
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