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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Responsible versus Irresponsible Dissent 

Science serves its readers as a' forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues For a long time we have fondly preserved the fiction that the drama 
related to the advancement of science, including of social is a conflict between dissenters and the top layers of 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points change 
of view, rather than by publishing only material the Establishment. But as the critics fling themselves in Kamikaze-like 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- . - 

ingly, all articles published in Science-including assaults on sluggish institutions, they eventually come into head-on col- 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews lision with the people who are most deeply implicated in the slug- 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by gishness, namely, the great majority. The stone wall against which 
the AAA5 or the institutions with which the many radical reforms shatter is the indifference (or downright hostility) 
authors are affiliated. 

of that majority. 
Editorial Board The collision between dissenters and lower middle class opponents is 

1969 exceedingly dangerous. As long as the dissenters are confronting the top 
EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER layers of the power structure, they are dealing with people who are 
WiLLARD F. LIBBY ALEXANDER RICH 
Evese-i-r I. MENDEL5OHN CLARENCE M. ZENER reasonably secure, often willing to compromise, able to yield ground 
JOHN R. Piesca without anxiety. But when the dissenters collide with the lower middle 

1970 class, they confront an insecure opponent, quick to anger and not pre- 
GUSTAv 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. IRWONTIN pared to yield an inch. 
FRED R. EGOAN ALFRED 0. C. Nnss 
HARRY F. 1-IARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM It is at this point that young rebels find great appeal in Herbert 
MILTON HARRIS Marcuse's ideas. When they think they are attacking the fat cats at the 

top of the social structure, democratic doctrine seems a serviceable 
Editorial Staff banner to wrap themselves in. But democratic doctrine suddenly be- 

Editor comes a considerable embarrassment when they discover that "the 
PHILIP H. ABELSON ' people" they seek to liberate are in fact bitterly opposed to them. 

Publisher Business Manager Marcuse deals with that difficulty by saying that democracy and 
DAEL wOLELE HANS NUSSBAUM tolerance are themselves barriers to the overthrow of an evil society. He 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES favors a more "directed" society. In doing so, he makes the assumption 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, Jossw B. made by all who fall into authoritarian doctrines-that, in the "directed" 

RINOLE society he envisages, people who share his values will be calling the 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN tune. So thought the businessmen who supported Hitler. 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH The debasement of the critical role makes responsible action for 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERO* social change increasingly difficult. The irresponsible critic never exposes 
News and Comment: LUTHER . CARTER, BRYCE himself to the tough tests of reality. He doesn't limit himself to feasible 

NELSON, PHILIP M. BOFFEY, MARTs MUELLER, SCHER- options. He doesn't subject his view of the world to the cleansing disci- 
RAINS MACK pline of historical perspective or contemporary relevance. He defines the 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART problem to suit himself. It's a hard game to lose. If he takes care to 
Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BaLK, ISABELLA stay outside the arena of action and decision, his judgment and integrity 

BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTz, HELEN CARTER, GRAYCE will never be tested, never risked, never laid on the line. He can feel a 
FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIvER HEATWOLE, ANNE 
HOLDSWORTH, PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE LIvINGsToN, limitless moral superiority to the mere mortals who put their reputation 
CAROLE MENDOZA, VIRGINIA NUESSLE, LEAN RYAN, at hazard every day in accountable action. 
Loss SCHMITT, BARBARA SHEFFER, RICuIARD SOMMER, 

YA LI SWIGART, ALICE THEILE The consequences of such reckless radicalism are predictable. Out of 
* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, s.w. such self-indulgence come few victories. The model of the ineffectual 

3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) radical is the man or woman who spends a few brief years exploding 

Advertising Staff in indignation, posturing, attitudinizing, oversimplifying, shooting at 
Director Production Manager the wrong targets, unwilling to address himself to the exacting business 
EARL J. SCHERAGO KAY GOLDSTEIN of understanding the machinery of society, unwilling to undergo the 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES arduous training necessary to master the processes he hopes <to change. 
Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 XV. 42 St. (2i2-PE- Those who are engaged in the grueling work of accomplishing insti- 

6-i858), ROBERT S. BUOBEE; Scotch Plains, N.J., tutional change are in desperate need of allies. Responsible social critics 
12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873), C. RICHARD 
CALLIS; Medfleld, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane can be <of enormous help in identifying targets for action, in clarifying 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE; Chicago, 
Iii. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 426 and focusing issues, in formulating significant goals and mobilizing 
(312-DE-7-4973), HERBERT L. BURKLUND; Los support for those goals. The responsible critic comes to understand the 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-653- complex machinery by which change must be accomplished, finds the 
98i7), WINN NANCE. 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- key points of leverage, identifies feasible alternatives, and measures 
chusetta Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: his work by real results. We have many such critics, and we owe them 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be a great debt.-JoHN W. GARDNER 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page 
1709. Science, 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING Adapted from the Godkin 'Lectures, Harvard University, 27 March 1969. Copyright ? 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 1969 by John W. Gardner. 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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