
then on, Morris was conceded to be a 
master craftsman, and he brought to his 
profession an artistry in digging that 
has not been surpassed. 

Morris put on a firm footing many 
of the basic ideas concerning South- 
western cultures and their sequences. 
To him we owe one of the first pub- 
lished (1921) syntheses of the chronol- 
ogy of the San Juan River drainage. 
Basing his analysis in part on the work 
of others, he delineated four stages of 
cultural development in the San Juan 
area. Characteristics of each stage were 
listed, but an absolute chronology for 
these developments had not yet been 
worked out. 

The period during which most of the 
most famous and spectacular prehis- 
toric Southwestern sites and materials 
were discovered was roughly 1890 to 
1940. How fortunate for Southwestern 
archeologists that Morris happened to 
live and work during this span of time, 
for he made some of the most notable 
contributions to answering such ques- 
tions as How long has man occupied 
the New World? and What factors 
caused the development of complex 
and varied cultures in such a harsh, arid 
environment? No other archeologist in 
the Southwest has been associated with 
or has contributed directly to so many 
of the conspicuous and significant ad- 
vances in the field: the delineation of 
the major cultural periods of the pre- 
historic Pueblo Indians; the discovery 
of hundreds of sites of all time periods 
in the San Juan River area and the ex- 
cavation of many of these, including 
the renowned cliff houses in Canyon de 
Chelly and Canyon del Muerto; the 
complete reconstruction of a Great 
Kiva at Aztec; the organization of the 
first Pecos Conference (1927), an in- 
formal meeting of some 40 persons 
who were eager to take stock of the 
rapidly accumulating mass of data and 
to chart future research in the South- 
west (the Pecos Conference is still held 
annually); the systematic and untiring 
contribution of raw data to the science 
of dendrochronology; and, perhaps most 
significant of all, the discovery of 
unique Basket-Maker II houses grouped 
together in a village-the earliest date 
of which was about A.D. 46, and which 
was the first such site ever reported. 

This book relates many of the excit- 
ing discoveries that Morris made. Most 
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of the facts it contains were well known 
to me, for I knew Morris for 30 years, 
in Yucatan and the Southwest. I was 
thrilled, nevertheless, to read the chron- 
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icle of this eminent, tireless, scholarly 
man. It is a stirring tale that I hope 
many of the younger archeologists will 
read. The facets of Morris' life that I 
missed most in the book were his in- 
tellectual achievements; his reflections 
on the dynamics of cultures; his interest 
in new techniques, in philosophy of 
science, in new goals; and his devotion 
to students who were just starting out. 
But these things were not to be found 
in his notes, letters, or monographs. 
They became known only to a few of 
us in informal bull sessions and were 
off the record, so to speak. Morris 
never committed these to paper, for he 
shrank from advancing such radical but 
untested ideas to his colleagues. What 
a pity! 

PAUL S. MARTIN 
Field Museum of Natural History, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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