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liquid helium. The chapter on helium 
resources, production, and conserva- 
tion by William Deaton and Paul Mul- 
lins, of the Bureau of Mines, is indeed 
a mine of information for the general 
reader. The roles of the U.S. govern- 
ment and private industry in the history 
of helium production provide perhaps 
a classic example of government pio- 
neering followed by the emergence of 
industrial interest as a result of na- 
tional demand. The last two chapters, 
on cryoelectronics and applications, are 
less extensive and aim to give the gen- 
eral engineering reader some idea of the 
scope, use, and possible areas of future 
development of cryoelectronic devices. 

This monograph serves as an excel- 
lent source document on helium tech- 
nology in all areas other than those 
associated with the present-day use of 
liquid helium in the low-temperature 
research laboratory. There is no men- 
tion of the technology associated with 
the temperature range below the helium 
boiling point (approximately 4.2?K), 
of superfluidity, of liquid He3, or of 
the rapidly emerging millidegree tech- 
nology associated with He3-He4 mix- 
tures. Considering the remarkable 
strides taken in the development of a 
liquid-helium technology over the past 
20 years, it is surely not too fanciful 
to expect a similar development with 
respect to the technology associated 
with the temperature range below 
4.2?K. Perhaps in 20 years' time, or 
less, this development will form the 
basis of a new source document on 
helium technology in this NBS mono- 
graph series. 
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This is a book for laymen and spe- 
cialists alike, by an authority on the 
handicrafts of two dozen or more ethnic 
groups throughout southwestern United 
States. By words, drawings, and selected 
photographs it depicts pottery, basket 
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tribe to tribe. 
Author of the informative and popu- 

lar Southwest Indian Painting, published 
in 1957, Tanner knows her subject in 
its every detail. A member of the an- 
thropology faculty of the University of 
Arizona for 40 years, she has traveled 
throughout Arizona, New Mexico, and 
bordering states, finding her informants 
in their own homes and brush shelters, 
surrounded by their families, young and 
old. Her information is abundant and 
richly illustrated with superb photo- 
graphs and analytical drawings that 
portray in the clearest manner methods 
of manufacture and differences in dec- 
oration within a single tribe and from 
one group to another. 

The author has been particularly 
successful, in this reviewer's opinion, 
in depicting craft changes that have 
taken place within the last two genera- 
tions. This presentation is especially 
important for those ethnologists who 
study culture in all its ups and downs. 
Old styles, methods, and materials have 
been abandoned or forgotten. Fluctuat- 
ing tourist demands are often blamed, 
although this fact is not emphasized in 
the present volume. Navajo weaving and 
silversmithing, for example, have 
changed to keep pace with the whims 
of retail buying. Double, two-faced, and 
"tufted" blankets are rarely woven to- 
day. Each area of production has its 
own distinctive patterns; full-width 
designs have been replaced by those 
with borders, and the so-called "cere- 
monial" or yei blanket has become in- 
creasingly popular for its decorative 
qualities. Efforts to revive vegetal dyes 
have been generally unsuccessful. Like 
his white counterpart, the Indian crafts- 
man wants a quick turnover and a 
quick sale. 

So, too, with basketry and pottery. 
Guided by drawings showing every 
twist and turn and by unusually clear 
photographs, the reader will have little 
difficulty in distinguishing between 
Apache and Navajo basketry, for ex- 
ample, or between the wickerwork of 
Hopi weavers and their Pueblo relatives 
from the Rio Grande. Likewise, superb 
illustrations and knowing descriptions 
trace the evolution of earthenware prod- 
ucts from the regional wares of pre- 
Spanish times to those of the present. 
Here design form and method distin- 
guish the products even of neighboring 
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Silversmithing, presumably intro- 
duced from Mexico in about 1800 and 
immediately adopted by the Navajos, 
has more recently spread to other tribes. 
The Zufii, for one, have been exception- 
ally alert to commercial possibilities and 
now offer bracelets, rings, and neck- 
laces of clustered and minute machine- 
ground turquoise they purchase by the 
quart. 

Altogether, Tanner has produced in 
the present volume a work of lasting 
value. And this reviewer, for one, also 
applauds the University of Arizona 
Press for a magnificent job of printing. 

NEIL M. JUDD 
1423 Highland Drive, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

High Polymers 

Characterization of Macromolecular Struc- 
ture. Proceedings of a conference, War- 
renton, Va., 1967. National Academy of 
Sciences, Washington, D.C., 1968. x + 
410 pp., illus. $15. NAS Publication No. 
1573. 

The papers in this volume were pre- 
sented at a three-day conference con- 
cerned primarily with methods of 
polymer characterization that are ap- 
plicable to a variety of macromolecules 
and that can be used on commercially 
available instruments. No attempt was 
made to cover the entire field of pol- 
ymer characterization. The volume in- 
cludes both reviews of previous work 
and short notes on current work. If 
any discussions took place, they have 
been omitted. 

The subjects covered include molec- 
ular-weight determinations by ebulli- 
ometry, membrane osmometry, light 
scattering, small-angle x-ray scattering, 
and sedimentation-equilibrium experi- 
ments. Papers by Coll and Stross and 
by Elias provide excellent reviews of 
the latest developments and problems 
in membrane osmometry. The separa- 
tion of macromolecules according to 
size or shape and the determination of 
molecular weight distribution are well 
covered. A critical review of solubility 
phenomena is given by Allen. Frac- 
tionation techniques are also discussed, 
and Moore's short, concise review of 
gel-permeation chromatography is well 
written and well referenced. Part of 
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