
ment was authorized for the first time 
to pay up to 75 percent of the costs of 
family-planning services for the poor 
in state, city, and nonprofit private pro- 
grams. Under this system, HEW pro- 
vides the money for the programs and, 
as Commissioner Lee says, "depends on 
the institution it relates to" to ensure 
safe standards of distribution. 

Federally supported family-planning 
programs are subject to the laws of 
the states in which they operate, and 
this presents an additional problem of 
jurisdiction. In Wisconsin and Massa- 
chusetts, for instance, only married 
women are eligible to receive birth 
control information and contraceptives. 
For years, Connecticut had an anti- 
birth-control law, which prohibited all 
use of contraceptives and the distribu- 
tion of information about their use. 
Other strong criticism of government- 
operated family-planning programs has 
been initiated, both nationally and on a 
local level, by Roman Catholics who 
feel that birth control is not within the 
government's purview. 

Family-planning programs are also 
criticized on the ground that inadequate 
attention is allegedly paid to the choice 
of qualified supervisers at the clinical 
level. The FDA recommends that the 
physician be a licensed obstetrician or 
gynecologist. HEW officials admit that, 
in many government-supported pro- 
grams, a general practitioner hands out 
the pill. Cron commented to Science, 
"I know of one family-planning pro- 
gram in one of the northern plain states 
that is run by an opthalmologist because 
there is no obstetrician around. It's 
ridiculous, absurd-an example of a 
misallocation of resources." Opinions 
vary about whether a specialist is neces- 
sary, but a number of physicians and 
government officials feel that few med- 
ical practitioners, including specialists, 
pay adequate attention to FDA's label- 
ing recommendations. 

Government-financed family-planning 
programs are further criticized on the 
ground that they allegedly discriminate 
against minority groups. Black militants 
have recently called federal programs a 
"form of genocide." They claim that, 
in effect, the government is saying to 
their race: there should be fewer of 
you. 

HEW programs also have been crit- 
icized for not setting an age criterion 
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for women receiving the oral con -- 
ceptive. Cron says that about half of 
all illegitimate babies are born to wom- 
en u:.der 20. Consequently, the gov- 
ernment places no restrictions on giving 
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the pill to young girls, even to adoles- 
cents. Criticism of this practice has 
been sharpest among physicians who 
feel that the pill may retard growth and 
that other contraceptives should be used 
instead. 

HEW has nine regional offices. Each 
has one physician to supervise its field 
programs, but the difficulty, as Arthur 
Lesser, a HEW deputy administrator, 
sees it, is that HEW's limited traveling 
funds do not permit extensive or fre- 
quent field visits. But HEW officials 
are beginning to look more closely at 
their own programs. Lesser told Science 
that HEW plans to set up a central 
information system to maintain com- 
plete medical histories of all patients 
who receive treatment and care in 
HEW-supported family-planning efforts. 
While it may be possible for HEW to 
arrange such a system in programs 
which it operates directly, it still will 
have little control in indirect programs, 
where it can only recommend, not in- 
sist, that such a pattern be followed. 

In the past 2 years the government 
has almost doubled the size and sup- 
port of its family-planning programs 
for the poor. Unless the Nixon Admin- 
istration takes an unanticipated change 
in direction, government-sponsored 
family-planning programs, which in- 
clude distribution of the oral contra- 
ceptive, will continue and, in all likeli- 
hood, increase in the next 4 years. To- 
day the traditional taboos against gov- 
ernment-financed birth control pro- 
grams have diminished. But the de- 
mands for government assurance that 
safe medical practices are followed in 
the distribution of birth control pills 
are growing-MARTI MUELLER 
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RECENT DEATHS RECENT DEATHS RECENT DEATHS 
Eliot Blackwelder, 88; emeritus pro- 

fessor of geology at Stanford Univer- 
sity; 14 January. 

Carleton M. Cornell, 57; chief of sur. 
gery at Mary McClellan Hospital; 27 
January. 

Oliver Freud, 77; son of Sigmuind 
Freud, and former research engineer 
for the Budd Company in Philadelphia; 
27 January. 

Hirsch L. Gordon, 72; a neurc :sy 
chiatrist who served as clinical asso- 
ciate in the psychiatry department of 
New York Medical College; 19 January. 

Margaret A. Hayden, 84; professor 
of zoology at Wellesley College; 10 
January. 
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of zoology at Wellesley College; 10 
January. 

Wilbur A. Nelson, 79; professor 
emeritus of geology at the University 
of Virginia; 6 January. 

Fritz Reiche, 85; former professor 
of physics at New York University and 
senior research scientist at the univer- 
sity's Courant Institute of Mathematical 
Sciences; 15 January. 

Harrison Sasscer, 46; executive as- 
sistant of the Association of American 
Colleges; 19 January. 

Otto H. Scherbaum, 43; professor of 
zoology at the University of California, 
Los Angeles; 8 January. 

John H. Taterka, 73; director of elec- 
troencephalography and professor of 
psychiatry at the New York University 
School of Medicine; 17 January. 
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APPOINTMENTS APPOINTMENTS APPOINTMENTS 

E. A. Walker J. L. Sutton E. A. Walker J. L. Sutton E. A. Walker J. L. Sutton 

Eric A. Walker, president of the Na- 
tional Academy of Engineering since 
1966 and past chairman of the National 
Science Board of the National Science 
Foundation, has announced he will re- 
tire before 1 July 1970 as president 
of Pennsylvania State University .... 
Joseph L. Sutton, vice president and 
dean of the faculties at Indiana Univer- 
sity, to president of the university. ... 
Glenn T. Seaborg will be retained as 
chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. Seaborg, whose present term 
on the commission expires on 30 June 
1970, was first named chairman in 
1961 by President John Kennedy. ... 
Philip R. Lee, Assistant Secretary for 
Health and Science Affairs of the De- 
partment of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare, has been named chancellor of the 
University of California Medical Center. 
. . . Stephen Williams, to director of 
Harvard's Peabody Museum of Archae- 
ology. ... A. Nichols Taylor, to presi- 
dent of the Chicago Medical School 
and the University of Health Sciences.... 
Gerald S. Hawkins, chairman of the de- 
partment of astronomy a, Boston Uni- 
versity, to dean of Dickinson College. 
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