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their objections to the planned visit of
the Silas Bent. Thereupon, just 3 days
before the meeting was to begin, the
society hastily canceled its invitation
to the Silas Bent in order to prevent a
threatened student riot.

Subsequently at the meeting many
oceanographers informally expressed
their disappointment at being deprived
of an opportunity to explore the Silas
Bent—a modern research vessel cur-
rently operating in Asian waters and
one which has made very extensive and
interesting oceanographic studies. “Stu-
dent power” had effectively destroyed
an important aspect of the meeting for

¢ 800 members of the society and also,
* because of the last minute nature of
. the protest, had prevented the members

from even conducting a referendum of
their own wishes in the situation.

The implications of this incident are
ominous. Until now, oceanography has
enjoyed a most cosmopolitan atmo-
sphere. Many countries invite foreign
oceanographers to participate in their
oceanographic expeditions. Internation-
al cooperation has been our theme.
We cannot afford to quibble about
political differences as we study oceans
which are truly international and under
the jurisdiction of no one country. I
hope oceanographers everywhere will
join to preserve the peaceful immunity
from national controversy which it has
had heretofore.

P. KiLHO PARK
Department of Oceanography, Oregon
State University, Corvallis 97331

Albert Tyler

Albert Tyler, embryologist and pro-
fessor of biology at the California In-
stitute of Technology, died 9 November
1968 in San Marino at 62. Tyler was
the first student to receive a Ph.D. in
biology at the Institute, and he was the
last graduate student of Thomas Hunt
Morgan. His career spanned the years
which witnessed the transformation of
experimental embryology, a branch of
classical zoology, into modern develop-
mental science, whose strongest influ-
ences come from genetics and molecu-
lar biology. Tyler actively participated
in this metamorphosis. Although thor-
oughly familiar with classical embryol-
ogy (especially of marine invertebrates)
and to an unusual degree appreciative
of the historical foundations of con-
temporary biology, he welcomed novel
approaches and new ideas. He was

among the first to apply modern physio-
logical and biochemical methods to the
study of development. His first paper
embodying this approach, “On the en-
ergetics of differentiation,” was pub-
lished in 1933 following a period of
postdoctoral work in Warburg’s labo-
ratory.

Tyler’s name is also closely associ-
ated with the chemistry and physiology
of the fertilization process and with the
fertilizin-antifertilizin theory. He and
his students extended and refined Lillie’s
original hypothesis and proposed
plausible mechanisms for the main
features of fertilization. These concepts
stimulated fruitful studies on reproduc-
tion in higher organisms and helped
create the field of “immunoreproduc-
tion.” During the last 10 years Tyler
became involved, with characteristic
drive and enthusiasm, in studies of the
macromolecular events during embryo-
genesis in the sea urchin. He was espe-
cially interested in ‘“masked messenger
RNA,” the synthesis of which he cor-
related with the onset of embryonic
determination. He was convinced that
informational RNA would some day be
clinically useful, and he performed
numerous experiments basic to that
ultimate achievement. Related to the
masked messenger concept was his in-
terest in the properties and develop-
mental role of cytoplasmic DNA,
which he explored actively during his
last years.

Tyler was a former president of the
American Society of Naturalists and
the Society of General Physiologists.
He had a long association with the
Marine Biological Laboratory at Woods
Hole, of which he was a trustee for 14
years, and was active on numerous gov-
ernment committees and in the World
Health Organization.

As former students or associates, we
have lost a dear friend, and science
has lost a devoted scholar.
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