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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Abolish the Draft 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the The draft is immoral in principle, inequitable in practice, and detri- 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including mental to national security. The first thing the new administration 
the presentation of minorily or conflicting paints should do is start to stop it. 
of view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- Nothing is more opposed to our ethical, religious, and political prin- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including . . . - 

editorials, news and comment, and book reviews ciples than taking bodily control of a person and forcing him to submit 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the totally to the will of others. This might be justifiable if it were necessary 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the for the preservation of the nation, or to assure that each person did his 
authors are affiliated. - duty for the survival or safety of others. No such necessity has existed 

Editorial Board since 1945. 
1969 Inequities in the operation of the draft are widely recognized. It is 

EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER less widely recognized that inequities are inevitable and are as likely to 
WILLARD F. LOBBY ALEXANDER RICH be aggravated as alleviated by formula selection or lottery selection. No 
EVERETT I. MENDEL5OHN CLARENCE M. zENER system is equitable if the risk of being drafted is the same for a school 
JOHN R. PIERCE 

dropout as for a heavyweight boxing champion, who never again will 
1970 be able to win fame or fortune, or a young man in a period of rare 

GUSTAV 0. ARRHENIUS RICHARD C. LEwoNTIN 
FRED R. EGGAN ALFRED . . NIER artistic or scientific inspiration, or one for whom personal and psycho- 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM logical factors make this the most critical year of his life. 
MILTON HARRIB 

The draft is, moreover, inefficient. Less than a year of useful service 
Editorial Staff is obtained from a draftee's 2-year tour. This is so brief that the rela- 

Editor tionships necessary for effectiveness seldom grow up and never last. 
PHILIP H. ABELSON Furthermore, with the 2-year tour, more than twice as many men must 

Publisher Business Manager be taken each year as would be required with 3-year enlistments. 
DAEL WOLFLE HANS NUSSBAUM But the detriment to national security is deeper than mere inefficiency. 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES Much of the violence and passion associated with opposition to the 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN B. MURPHY, JOHN B. war arises from the threat of being conscripted to fight that war. Not 

RINOLE only does this passion disrupt the campuses and overflow from them, 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOUEIAN but it will weaken the credibility of our negotiators in Paris if they 

threaten not to accept whatever terms are offered. As was demonstrated 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH in the 1930's, culminating at Munich, a peace-at-any-price approach to 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERG* preserving peace courts a holocaust. 

News and Comment: LUTHER 5. CARTER, BRYCE The alternative to the draft is to set the compensation for setvice in then 
NELSON, PHILIP M. BOFFEY, PETER THOMPSON, armed forces high enough to attract enough volunteers. This would 
MARTI MUELLER, ANNE H. LARUS 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART not increase the economic cost of the war; that cost is the value of the 
Editorial Assistants: SUSAN AXELRAD, JOANNE goods and services lost to other uses. It would, however, transfer costs 

BELK, ISABELLA BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTz, HELEN which now fall on draftees (in the form of lost civilian earning power) 
CARTER, GRAYCE FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER to the taxpayers (who generally have higher incomes) and so would in- 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDVORTH, PAULA LECKY 
KATHERINE LIvINGsToN, LEAH RYAN, LOIS SCHMITT, crease the federal budget. While complete abolition of the draft on 
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SwIGART, 30 June would add perhaps $13 billion to next year's budget, we could 
ALICE THEILE 

go far with $3 billion wisely deployed. 
* European OffIce: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, S.W. During most of our history all members of the armed forces have been 

3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) 
volunteers, and most of them are now: three-fifths of the Army, nearly 

Advertising Staff all of the Marines, all of the Navy, and all of the Air Force are volun- 
Director - Production Manager teers (though some are draft-induced volunteers), as are all of the higher- 
EARL 5. SesossAao KAY GOLDSTEIN 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES ranking noncommissioned officers and 90 percent of the commissioned 
Sales: New York, N.Y., ii W. 42 St. (212-PE- officers. (Why is a volunteer officer a "dedicated career man" but a vol- 

6-1858), ROBERT S. BUOBEE; Scotch Plains, N.J., unteer enlisted man a "mercenary"?) It is not true that, as is sometimes 
12 Unami Lane (2018894873), C. RICHARD alleged, an all-volunteer force would be predominantly Negro. Most 
CALLIs; Medfleld, Mass. 02052, 4 Roiling Lane 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE; Chicago, experts expect the proportion to be little if any larger than it is now. 
Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 426 What is true is that those in the armed forces, Negro or not, would be 
(3i2-DE-7-4973), HERBERT L. BURKLUND; Los 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-653- paid far better for their services. 
9817), WINN NANCE. The case against the draft cannot be developed fully here. It is, how- 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- ever, about as lopsided a case as one ever meets in questions of public 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. policy. If the present law were not on the books, it is inconceivable that 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be it would be passed now.-W. ALLEN WALLIS, University of Rochester? 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page ______________________________________________________________________________ 
i709, Science, 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING -____________________________________________________________________________ 

CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., * This editorial is adapted from an address delivered II November 1968 before the Amen- 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 2i2-PE-6-1858. can Legion, Rochester, New York. 
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