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SCIENCE

Lee DuBridge

The choice of DuBridge as Science Adviser to the President has
been widely acclaimed, and rightly so. To the office he will bring a
combination of distinction, excellent judgment, poise, and ability to
communicate. These qualities will gain for him the ear of the President,
the respect of Congress, and strong support from scientists and engineers.

DuBridge began his professional career as a highly regarded physicist.
Next came his wartime leadership of the great Radiation Laboratory in
Cambridge. Since 1946 he has served as president of the California
Institute of Technology.

These are tense days on campus, but soundings at Pasadena indicate
warm admiration for the way in which DuBridge has conducted affairs
there. He has been flexible and therefore responsive to the changing
times. He has handled touchy situations well. For example, the intense
concern that Linus Pauling’s views must have aroused in a conserva-
tive board of trustees did not lead to an explosion.

Good judgment is an essential ingredient of poise. The interplay of
those two characteristics can be seen repeatedly in the record of.

. DuBridge’s public appearances. A recent example was the press confer-

ence, held in New York, at which his appointment was announced. The
press gave DuBridge a number of opportunities to stumble, but he
was surefooted.

An important. asset is DuBridge’s ability to communicate effectively.
His lectures, though related by common threads, have been remarkably
free from platitudes and worn-out ideas; they contain fresh concepts
and arguments. A guest editorial in Science (13 December) is a fair
example of his style and creativity.

The post of Science Adviser does not automatically carry with it
much authority or influence. During the Eisenhower administration the
science advisers, Killian and Kistiakowsky, were able to be quite effec-
tive. They enjoyed the confidence of the President, and they dealt with
problems on which their advice was needed and followed. Jerome Wiesner
was very close to President Kennedy, and he wielded much power.
DuBridge inherits an office whose stature inevitably diminished under
Donald Hornig. Despite his many good qualities, Hornig could not
overcome Johnson’s distaste for the intellectual.

It seems likely that DuBridge will enjoy the confidence of his Presi-
dent. They have had friendly contacts over two decades. Establishing
a good working relationship with Congress will require flexibility and
skill. During the last 5 years Congress has assumed leadership in matters
of science policy and has established its own sources of scientific advice.
Many of its members have become versed in pressing problems, such as
pollution. In these matters, various congressmen may well feel that
they have as good a basis for judgment as DuBridge has.

In the area of federal support of academic science, DuBridge must
be flexible. As president of one of the top institutions of learning, he
has urged emphasis on the support of excellence. The mood of Congress
is clearly with those who urge more attention to geographical distribution
of funds. ;

DuBridge faces a most interesting challenge. The good wishes of the
scientific community go with him as he prepares to take on his new
responsibilities.—PHILIP H. ABELSON



