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Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues When the Camelot affair exploded in 1965, President Johnson asked 
related to the advancement of science, including the Department of State to begin screening government-sponsored social 
the pre entation of minority or conflicting points 
or view, rathe than by publishing only material science research on foreign areas in order to ass ire the propriety of the 
on which a consensus has been reached.. Accord 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including studies and to guard against adverse effects on U.S. foreign relations. 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews Under the procedures it established for this purpose, the Department 
-are signed and reflect the individual views or Ehe 
authors and not official points of view dopted by of State has not tried to assess the merit or method of proposed studies, 
the AAAS or the institutions with which fhc . . 

authors are atiiii ted.. but only to avoid risk of damage to our foreign relations. Thus, projects 
supported by such agencies as NIH, NSF, or the Department of Agri- 

Editorial Board culture have been exempted or cleared quickly. More searching scrutiny 
1968 ' 1969 has been given to projects likely to be subject to political interpretation 

ROBERT L.. BOWMAN ' MIL I7iAURv 
ins eu W.. CHAMBERLAIN WtLLARO F.. Lsestv or misinterpretation: for example, those sponsored by the Department 
JOHN T.. EOSALL Eveserr I.. MENOEEstIo of Defense and other agencies with political and overseas responsibilities, 
ALEXAND it Hot.LAENoEsI JOHN R.. PIERCEI 
GORDON J. F.. MACDONALD KENNET s.. P5TZER projects manifestly related to foreign relations, and those involving 
NEAL E.. MILLER ALEXANDER Rscn 
0- wITT STETTEN.. JR.. CLARENCE M.. ZENER extensive contact with foreign nationals. 

Since 1965, the Department has reviewed 377 projects from 20 
1970 agencies. Half were cleared; 44 percent were cleared subject to classifi- 

GusTAsa 0.. ARRH 'NtLC RICHARD C.. LEWONTIN 
Eseo R.. EOoAN ALER  o.. c.. NIER cation of the results or to other conditions; and 6 percent were denied 
HARRY F.. HARLOW FRANK W.. PUTNAM clearance or were withdrawn by the sponsoring agency. Another 525 
MtLTON i'iARRIS 

decisions concerned an investigator's travel plans, clearance of a report, 
iditoriai Shift or other follow-up actions.: 

Editor Discussions with representatives of the agencies that must submit 
l'IIILIP H. ABELSON projects for clearance and with some of their social science advisers 

Publisher Busines. Mai a 'ear have turned up (i) a few criticisms over delays in securing approval, 
DAEL WOL 'L HANS NUSSBAUM (ii) the generalization that the easiest way to get a project approved is 

Manating Editor: ROBERT V. ORM  to promise to classify the results, but (iii) no strong protests over the 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. way in which the Department of State has carried out its project- 
RINoLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOtAN screening responsibilities. However, the State Department review follows at least one, and often 
News Editor: JOHN WAL H several, reviews within the sponsoring agency in terms of its own 
Foreign Edtor: DANIEL S.. GREENBERO* 

New and Comment: LUTHER J. CARTER, BisvcE criteria, which often include sensitivity to foreign relations problems. 
NELSON, PHILtI' M. BOEFEY, PETER THoMPsoN, Multiple reviews, the wish of agency heads to avoid clashes with the 
MARTS MUELLER, ANNE H. LARUS Department of State, and criticisms by some members of Congress 

Book Reniew.: SYLvIA EBERHART concerning the usefulness of social science research in general and for- 
Editorial A istants: SUSAN Ax 'LEAD, JOANNE eign area research in particular constitute a series of dampers that are 

BELK, ISABELLA BoULDIN, ELEANOR BUTZ, HEL .N 
CARTER, GRAYCE FIN ER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER reported to have reduced the amount of research and to have shifted 
HEATWOLE, .ANNE HOLDSWORTH, PAULA LECKv, some agency programs into safer diretions. It seems easier to play it 
KATHERINE LIvINoSTON, LEAn RYAN, Lots Sc MITT, 
BARBARA SHEFEER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA Li SWIDART. safe than to run the risk of difficulties and criticism. 
ALICE THEILE Most of the research in question has been intended to help an agency 

European Office: 22 Mulberry Wail .. london.. SW. determine its policies and carry out its missions. A smaller part can be 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) classed as basic research on social processes. Playing it safe has never 

Advertising Staff been the best formula for achieving imaginative and productive research 
Director Production Manage results, and in this case is depriving the agencies of information of 
EARL J. SCHERAGO KAy GOLDSTEIN value in planning and conducting their major activities. 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHA L  The whole situation calls for something quite the opposite from an 
Sales: New York, N.Y.., ii W. 42 St. (212-PE- 

6-i858), ROBERT S. BUOBEE; Scotch Plains, NJ.., additional damper. Within recent months, a Defense Science Board 
12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873), C, RICHARD study group and the National Research Council's Advisory Committee 
CALEIs; Medfleid, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE; Chicago, on Government Programs in the Behavioral Sciences have both advo- 
III. 60611, 919 N.. Michigan Ave.., Room 426 cated an interagency group to plan, coordinate, and actively support 
(312-DE-7-4973), HERBERT L. BUERLUND; Los 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-653- foreign area research for government agencies. An agency for this 
9817), WINN NANCE. purpose is needed to counteract some of the existing dampers. It could 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- be brought into being quickly if the Department of State and the Office 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington.. of Science and Technology agree.-DAEL WOLELE 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be _______ 
obtained from the editorial office, See also page 
1709, Science, 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING * Depa ment of Stat Foreign Affairs Research Council, "A Report on the First Three 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. i740, 11 W. 42 St.., Years" (August 1968)', 19 pages, nultilithed. 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858.. 
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