
Endangered Nonhuman Primatei 

A growing threat to some species of 
nonhuman primates in their natural hab- 
itats is not well known even to those 
scientists who value them for biomedical 
laboratory investigations. These pri- 
mates are endangered by human urban- 
ization and agricultural expansion which 
intrude upon their natural habitats. 
They are extensively hunted for food 
and wastefully utilized for export. 
Chimpanzee mothers are often shot 
dead in order to obtain single babies 
for shipment. Many animals die of 
diseases contracted after they are 
trapped. 

Only recently the first effective action 
was taken to protect the primates. The 
Committee of Scientists for the Use of 
Primates in Medical Research, of which 
I am chairman, adopted the following 
resolution in January 1968 and re- 
quested the Surgeon General that it be 
brought before the World Health As- 
sembly: 

Whereas there is general recognition by 
the scientific community of the importance 
of non-human primates for bio-medical 
purposes, 

Whereas there is a widespread belief 
among competent scientists that some pri- 
mate species are in danger of depletion as 
a result of capturing and of encroachment 
on natural habitats by developing human 
populations, 

Therefore it is requested that WHO 
convene a meeting of a scientific group as 
soon as possible to examine the problem in 
detail and recommend measures designed 
to ensure the continued supply of these 
animals for the welfare of man and also 
for the conservation of the species. 

The U.S. delegation to WHO intro- 
duced the topic for discussion with the 
result that conservation of primate spe- 
cies is now established as a matter of 
international concern. These beginnings 
are occurring none too early, for the 
task of implementing methods of pro- 
tecting the primate populations will be 
long and thorny. Nevertheless, this de- 
velopment represents an interdiscipli- - 0 - 

nary effort (medicine, zoology, anthro- 0 0 0 - - S - 0 - - - 0 - - 

pology, conservation, and others) and -. 

these moves offer hope that certain en- - S 0 S 0 0 0 -. - S -  S S - 

dangered species will be protected be- 
fore they become extinct. Strong sup- - * * - *- * ..- .- - - - - - so * 
portbythe scientific community will be * *. - -- - . . -- -. * * - - * * * - 

required to convert platitudes into suc- 
cessful procedures. 

EDWARDI. GOLDSMITH - U- * * U - *, * * 
Department of Surgery, New Yorl 
Hospital-Cornell Medical Center, 
525 East 68 Street, 
New York 10021 
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