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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Deep Earth Sampling 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the In 1961, the United States achieved a notable first by drilling in the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related so the advancement of science, including deep sea bottom off Guadalupe Island in the Eastern Pacific. This work 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points was preliminary to the Mohole Project, but in principle it demonstrated 
01' view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- the feasibility of exploring the deep sea bottom generally. However, 
ingly. all articles published in Science-including the Mohole Project became a center of controversy. For a time it ap- 
eclitorials, news and comment, and book reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the I peared that others, notably the Sheik of Kuwait, might lead in exploit- 
authors and not official points of view adopted by I ing the new opportunity. However, we were outfumbled, and in 1968 
else AAAS or the institutions with vvhicls the 
authors are affiliated. resumed leadership at a great frontier. 

Editorial Board Several factors contributed to recovery from the Mohole fiasco. 

1968 1969 Leading oceanographers suppressed long-standing rivalries to form a 
ROBERT L. BOWMAN EMIL HAURY Joint Oceanographic Institution's Deep Earth Sampling (JOIDES)'5 
JosEPH W. CHAMBERLAIN wILLARD F. Linnv 
JOHN T. FOSALL EVEREYr . MENDELSOHN program and outlined objectives for a drilling project. Scripps was 
ALEXANDER HoLLAeNoes JOHN R. PIERcE selected as the prime contractor, and it prepared a well-conceived pro- 
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD KENNETH S. PaTzes 
NEAL E. MILLER ALEXANOER Rscu posal calling for drilling at 55 sites, in the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic 
DE wITT STETTEN, JR. CLARENCE M. zENER Ocean, and the Pacific Ocean, during an 18-month period. Despite the 

1970 damage the National Science Foundation had suffered from Mohole, 

GUSTAV 0. ARRUENIUS RICHARD c. LEWONTIN the foundation courageously allocated $12.6 million to the new venture. 
FRED KR. EDoAN ALFRED 0. C. NeER Scripps then selected the Global Marine Company as drilling contractor. 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRANK W. PUTNAM 
MILTON HARRIS In 8 months this company built a 10,000-ton ship having many advanced 

Editorial Stalt design features; the ship can drill and obtain cores from 2,500 feet 
(750 meters) into sediment beneath 20,000 feet of water. A major 

Editor success came last August, near the start of the program, in drilling in 
PHILIP H. ABELSON the Gulf of Mexico. Earlier oceanographic expeditions had discovered 

Publisher Business Manager 
DAEL woLPLE HANS NUSSBAUM under deep water some 170 dome-like structures reminiscent of salt 

Ma,aging Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES domes of the southern United States and Mexico. Cores from one of 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. these knolls, obtained at a site in 11 ,746 feet of water, contained 
RINULE materials typically found at the top of many salt domes, including 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TRIMOURIAN cap rock of CaSO4, free sulfur, and petroleum. Other results from 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH drilling, at seven sites, included discovery of Jurassic sediments (150 

Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERG* million years old), the oldest sedimentary rock yet found in the deep 

News and Comment: LUTHER j. CARTER. BRYCE ocean; the finding that much of the deep sea sediments consists of 
NELSON, PHILIP M. BoPPEY, MARTI MUELLER, ANN turhidites (produced by a mechanism analogous to mud flows on land); 
H. LARUS determination that Horizon A, in the areas drilled, consists of a flinty 

JJook ReI'ieIvs: SYLVIA EBERIIART chert; and the observation that, in contrast to sediments now at the 

Editorial A ssistants: SUSAN AXELRAD. JoA N NE 
BELK, ISABElLA BoULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN ocean interface, many of the cores contained reduced iron. 
CARTER, GRAYCE FINOER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER In the coming months, the drilling program will illuminate a number 
1-ItATwOLE, AN NE HoLIsSwoItTH, PAULA LECKY 
KATHERINE LevINOSTON. LEAN RYAN, LOIS SCHMITT, of major problems. For example, the Atlantic Ocean is thought by 
BAREARA SHEFFER. RICHARD SOMMEIC. YA LI SWIEiART, 50n'Ie geologists to have been essentially unchanged for much of the 
ALICE THESLE 

earth's history. Many others consider this ocean to be a relatively 
European Office: 22 Mulberry walk, London, SW. 

3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) young feature formed in the wake of migrating continents. Cores from 
the sediments could support one of these views or an entirely new 

Advertising Staff hypothesis. 
Director J'rocluction Manager The Ocean Sediment Coring Program leans heavily on the accumulated 
EARL J. ScHeRAoo KAY GOLDSTEIN 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES knowledge of previous decades. That knowledge is extensive, for the 
Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W. 42 St. (212PE Lamont Geological Laboratory alone has logged nearly a million miles 

6-1858), ROBERT S. BUOBEE; Scotch Plains, N.J., of deep sea expeditions. Measurements from shipboard have provided 
12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873), C. RICHARD 
CALLeR; Medfleld, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane much information, while posing puzzles that could be solved only by 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EzEQueLLE; Chicago, drilling. Each of the sites chosen was selected because it could provide 
Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 426 
(3 12-DE-7-4973), HERBERT L. BURKLUND; Los urgently desired information. 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213653 In view of the successes already achieved, with leading oceanographers 
9817), WINN NANCE. 

cooperating well together and with Scripps implementing a well-organized 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusettS Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: and well-equipped program, prospects for an outstandingly success- 
2U2-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci. Washington. ful project appear excellent-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page ' The original JOIDES group consisted of the Institute of Marine Sciences of the 
1709, Science, 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING University of Miami, Lamont Geological Observatory of Columbia University, woods 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740. 11 XV, 42 St., Hole Oceanographic Institution, and Scripps Institution of Oceanography of the Univer- 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1855. sity of California. In the 5lImEDeI of 1965 the University of Washington was added. 
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