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No Easy Victories 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR The modern belief that man's institutions can accomplish just about 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE anything he wants, when he wants it, leads to certain characteristic 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the contemporary phenomena. 

presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including One is the bitterness and anger toward our institutions that well up 
the presentation of minority or confficting points 
of view, rather than by publishing only material when high hopes turn sour. No observer of the modern scene has failed 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- to note the prevalent cynicism concerning all leaders, all officials, all 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews social institutions. That cynicism is continually fed and renewed by 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the the rage of people who expected too much in the first place and got 
authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the too little in the end. 
authors are affiliated. 

The aspirations are healthy. But soaring hope followed by rude dis- 
Editorial Board appointment is a formula for trouble. Leaders arise whose whole 

1968 1969 stock in trade is to exploit first the aspirations and then the disappoint- 
ROSERT L. BOWMAN EMIL HAURY ment. They profit on both the ups and downs of the market. 
JO5EPH w. CHAMBERLASH WILLARD F. Lsanv 
JOHN T. EOsALL Evaaarr I. MaNoaLsoHN All of this leaves us with some crucial and puzzling questions of 
ALExANoER HOLLARNOER JOHN R. Pseseca 
GORDON 5. F. MACDONALD KENNETH S. PsTzaa public policy. How can we make sluggish institutions more responsive 
NEAL F. MILLER ALEXANOER RICH to human need and the requirements of change? How can we mobilize 
DE WITT STETTEN, JR. CLARENCE M. zaNieR the resources to meet the grave crises ahead? 

1970 How can we preserve our aspirations (without which no social better- 
I3USTAF 0. ARRNENsUs RICHARD C. LEXVONTIN ment is possible) and at the same time develop the toughness of mind 
Feeo R. EGOAN ALFRED 0. C. NIEse 
HARRY F. HARLoW FRANK W. PUTNAM and spirit to face the fact that there are no easy victories? 
MILTON HARRIs How can we make people understand that if they expect all good 

Editorial Staff things instantly, they will destroy everything? How do we tell them 

Editor that they must keep unrelenting pressure on their social institutions 
PHILIP H. Aaiu.soN to accomplish beneficial change but must not, in a fit of rage, destroy 

Pablisher Business Manager those institutions? How can we caution them against exploitative lead- 
DAEL WOLFLE HANS NussaAuM ers, leaders lustful for power or for the spotlight, leaders caught in their 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES own vanity or emotional instability, leaders selling extremist ideologies? 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN F. How can we diminish the resort to violence? Violence cannot build 
RINGLE a better society. No society can live in constant and destructive tumult. 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN Either we will have a civil order in which discipline is internalized in 
News Editor: JOHN WALSH the breast of each free and responsible citizen, or sooner or later we 
Foreign Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERO* will have repressive measures designed to re-establish order. The an- 

News and Comment: LUTHER J. CARTER, BRYCE archist plays into the hands of the authoritarian. Those of us who 
NELSON, PHILIP M. BoFFRY, MARTs MUELLER, ANN find authoritarianism repugnant have a duty to speak out against all 
H. 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EaERHART who destroy civil order. The time has come when the full weight of 

Editorial Assistants: SUSAN AXELRAD, JOANNE community opinion should be felt by those who break the peace or 
BELK, IsAEELLA BOULOIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, HELEN coerce through mob action. 
CARTER, GseAvce FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIvER Dissent is an element of dynamism in our system. It is good that 
HEATWoLE, ANNE HoLoSwoRTH, PAULA LECKY, 
KATHERINE LIVINOSTON, LEAH RYAN, Loss SCHMITT, men should expect much of their institutions, good that their aspira- 
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARo SOMMER, YA Ls SwsoAscT, tions for improvement of this society should be ardent. 
ALICE THEILE 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, sw. But those elements of dynamism must have their stabilizing counter- 
3, England (Telephone: 352-9749) parts. One is a tough-minded recognition that the fight for a better world 

is a long one, a recognition that retains high hopes but immunizes 
Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager against childish collapse or destructive rage in the face of disappoint- 
EARL J. SCHERAGO KAY GOLosmIN ment. The other is an unswerving commitment to keep the public peace. 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES And we need something else. An increasing number of bright and 
Sales: New York, N.Y., II . 42 st. (212-PE- able people must become involved in the development of public policy. 

6-1858), ROBERT S. BUoseE; Scotch Plains, N.J., Ours is a difficult and exhilarating form of government-not for the 
12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873), C. RICHARO 
CALLIS; Medfleld, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane faint of heart, not for the tidy-minded, and in these days of complexity 
(617-359-2370), RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE; Chicago 
Iii. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 426 not for the stupid. We need men and women who can bring to govern- 
(312-DE-7-4973), HERBERT L. BUERLUND; Los ment the highest order of intellect, social motivations sturdy enough 
Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213-653- to pursue good purposes despite setbacks, and a resilience of spirit equal 
9817), WINN NANCE. 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- to the frustrations of public life. 
chusetta Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: We face the gravest difficulties in the days ahead. But if we could 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. bring to bear on our toughest problems all the talent and resources of 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page this nation, we could accomplish some things that would leave an in- 
1709, Science. 29 December 1967. ADVERTISING 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, ii W. 42 s. delible mark on the history books.-JoHN W. GARDNER [From the book 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Pholse: 212-PE-6-1858. No Easy Victories. Copyright ? 1968 by John W. Gardner. Reprinted 

by special permission of Harper & Row] 
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