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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Are Grades Necessary? 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the College grades and grading systems have become targets of criticism 
presentation and discussion of imiortant issues for several reasons. Before the rules concerning student deferment were 
related to the advancement of science, including 
the presentation of minority or confficting points changed earlier this year, some students objected to the release of grades 
of view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- to draft boards. Grades have symbolized objective examinations, machine 
ingly, all articles published in Sclence-inciuding records, and other efficient devices and practices that critics have some- 
edtoriais, news and comment, and book reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the times indicted as evidence of the dehumanization and regimentation of 
authors and not official points of view adopted by higher education. And students have objected to having permanent grade 
the AAAS or the institutions wi which the 
authors are affiliated, records given by instructors from whom they feel alienated for courses 

Editorial BearUt they consider irrelevant. 
1968 1969 There is irony in this situation. Students sometimes complain of the 

RoBERT U. BOWMAN EMIL HAURY impersonality of undergraduate instruction, and often justly so. Yet in 
Josao's .W. CHAMBERLAiN WILLAR F. Liaav the impersonality of language laboratories, computer-assisted instruc- 
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GusTAv 0. ARRHENHJIU RICHARD c. LEWONTIN decide what and when they want to learn and would permit each to 
FRED R. EGGAN ALFRED 0. C. NIER progress at his own self-determined rate. Under such conditions-in 
HARRY F. HARLOW FRAN W. PUTNAM 
MILTON HARiu5 theory, although never completely in practice-each student (given the 

time he needed) could master each course he took. What then would 
Editorial Staff course grades mean. 

Editor There is a further irony, for many instructors are also skeptical of 

PHILIP H. ABELsON the grading system. That grading standards vary widely among institu- 
Publisher Busioe Manager tions, departments, and instructors is generally known; a student's grade 
DAEL WOLFLE HANS N 55BAUM in a particular course is at be t an imperfect measure of what he knows 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMas of the course content. When college grades are used to predict success 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. Mum' JoaN B. in later life, the correlations usually turn out to be too close to zero to be 
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hook Reviews: SYLVIA ES RHART In short, a student's accomplishment in college and later is primarily 
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CARTER, GRAYCE FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLiVER only slightly by the characteristics of his teachers and his college. This 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORT ELEANOR JOHNSON, state of affairs is no excuse for abandoning efforts to improve teaching 
PAULA LECKY, KATHERINE LIvIN STON, LEAN RYAN, 
LOIS SCHMITT, BARBARA SHElTER, YA Li SWIGART, and educational facilities. But it does mean that instructors can be more 
ALICE THEILE relaxed about the necessity of assigning grades; that students cannot 

* European Office: 22 Mulberry Walk, London, S.W. escape responsibility by explaining their own deficiences in terms of 
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Advertising Staff given substantial responsibility for deciding whether they are to be 
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