justified, because the same factors that
produce an inverse relationship between
the development of a discipline as a

science and its involvement with social |

problems also operate against the pro-
fessional involvement of academic spe-
cialists in problems of education.
Beginning with the fact that many dis-
ciplines have relevance for problems of
education, it does not follow that their
disciples will be willing or even able to
~work on these problems.

4) However, if the academic spe-
cialists are willing and able, the prob-
lem of finding an academic structure in

which they can do so is perhaps not so |

obdurate as Truman seems to indi-
cate. To be sure, the departmental
structure—based on the academic disci-
plines—is eminently unsuited to inter-
disciplinary attacks of societal problems.

Nevertheless, modern American univer-,

sities do have on their campuses’ insti-
tutions that are interdisciplinary—the
professional schools. The schools of
law, medicine, engineering, architecture,
and agriculture all use distinctive do-
mains of practice to focus the results of
many disciplines. The school of educa-
tion is also such a structure; social sci-
entists who really want to devote them-
selves to the study of education are
more than welcome, and who knows,
they may even find the intellectual
climate there quite invigorating.

HArRY S. BrouDY

M. C. WITTROCK
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences,
202 Junipero Serra Boulevard,
Stanford, California 94305

Food Irradiation Study

In response to Schweigert (Letters,
3 May) and to the general question of
the mutagenicity of food sterilized by
exposure to ionizing radiation, we are
now conducting, with an inbred strain
of mice, experiments designed to detect
damage to the polygenic system induced
by a food component that has been
subjected to megarad doses of gamma
radiation. An outline of the work in
progress is available from the Science
Information Exchange of the Smith-
sonian Institution. This study is being
supported by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

JoHN W. CRENSHAW, JR.

Department of Zoology,
University of Rhode Island,
Kingston 02881
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With this portable HOLTER™ pump
you can serve a pediatric ward,
sample wastes in a rowhoat
or run analyses at a hench

The RD series of Holter battery/line operated pumps offers
clinicians, field and laboratory workers the means to move fluids
precisely and reliably under almost any environmental conditions.

Holter RD bilateral roller head pumps operate 4-8 hours on a
single battery charge with an accuracy of =3%. Delivery volume vs.
pressure curves are flat up to +290, —200 mm Hg. Three models
provide highly reproducible flow rates of 0.33 — 26., 2.5 —210., and
25.—1300. ml/hr. (Precision molded silicone pumping chambers
avoid hysteresis effects common to PVC and polyethylene. Positive
anisotropic chamber occlusion ensures identical stopping and start-
ing rates, prevents annoying “dribble.”)

Versatility is heightened by stepless head speed control and cham-
bers of four different ID’s. Chambers are autoclavable and have a

‘life of at least 2000 hours. Safety is assured in regional hepariniza-

tion and other critical applications as the Holter roller head prevents
line blowout or motor burnout in case of inadvertent stoppages.
Internal Ni-Cd cells and separate transformer-rectifiers for battery
charging and line operation are supplied with all portable models.
Two additional RD models are also available for line use only.
Write or call today for an informative brochure and prices on RD,
other Holter silicone chamber pumps from Extracorporeal. Inquiries
on specialized medical and scientific devices are invited as well.

EXTRACORPOREAL MEDICAL SPECIALTIES, INC.

Church Road e Mount Laurel Township, N. J. 08057 e (609) 235-7530
s
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