The
Perfect Pipet

The L/I Grunbaum pipet combines
all “specialty pipet” functions:

¢ sclf-adjusting
o self-filling

¢ self-cleaning—sample B washes
out sample A

® reservoir for reagent, solvent or
waste

® non-dripping—100% of sample
held until expelled

® Jow-ratio serial dilutions, 1:2:4:-
8:, etc.

Guaranteed accuracy is as follows:
5 lambda, +-3%; 10 and 20 lambda,
+2% ; 25 lambda and larger, +-1%.

Use Grunbaum pipets for rapid and
precise pipeting, dispensing, trans-
ferring and diluting.

L/I stocks Grunbaum pipets in 5,
10, 20, 25, 50 and 100 lambdas.
Other sizes available on request.
Price $5.00 each, quantity discounts.
For more information, write to us
at 1802 H Second Street, Berkeley,
California 94710.
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with no readily perceived connection.
In addition, two important references
on the subject of interest which I had
obtained by the old, more time-consum-
ing (?) method were not listed by the
computer.

This listing was obtained in response
to a fairly specific request. Imagine the
response to a generalized statement of
interest covering a wide range of sub-
jects!

EpwWARD S. ROGERS
8888 Wolf Road, Hinsdale, 11l. 60521

Survey Synonym

In reporting the results of a survey,
Reagan (Letters, 5 April) suggests that
scientists live with a “bifurcated ten-
sion situation.” It sounds like a fright-
ful thing to have around the house.
Would it perhaps be less threatening if
it were called a “dilemma”?

ARTHUR KOHLENBERG
40 Appleton Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

Importance of Being Important

In his article “When is research the
answer?” (8 Mar.,, p. 1079), Pierce
does not acknowledge that much of the
great science of the past would have
failed initially to meet any reasonable
criterion of “importance,” social or
otherwise. Given the philosophical and
practical concerns of the respective
times, how “important” did it seem to
wonder, for example, about the swing
of the pendulum, the effect of current
flow on magnetic needles, the prop-
erties of partial vacuums, and the fauna
of the Galapagos? Not very important,
it would seem from the historical rec-
ord, and there is no evidence that we
today are any smarter about guessing
where the most powerful secrets of

| nature are hidden than were the con-

temporaries of Galileo, Faraday, Boyle,
or Darwin.

However hard it may be, it seems
essential that the scientific community
try to distinguish between applied and
basic research or between technology
and science. The case put by Pierce is
fundamental when research is being
conducted for the sake of an “organi-
zation,” but only then. The customer
(individual or institutional) has a right
to demand fair value for its investment.
And if the commodity is useful knowl-

SPEED UP YOUR
PAPER
RADIOCHROMA-
TOGRAPHY.

By afactor of up to six. How? With Nuclear-
Chicago's new Digital Actigraph® Ili—the
fast digital/ analog paper-strip radiochroma-
tography system. It's designed for speed
and reliable, quantitative data.

FAST BETWEEN PEAKS

For example, Digital Actigraph lll automat-
ically senses low-activity areas between
peaks. Then it stops counting and speeds up
the paper strip and the recorder (up to 325
cm/hour) to the next peak—with no loss in
time synchronization. This acceleration is
particularly advantageous for widely-spaced
radioactive fronts or for strips that require
slow scan-speeds due to their low activity.

ACCURACY, TOO

Digital Actigraph Ill has a built-in digital
rate-gate and pulse-stepped drive motors.
These features ensure that deceleration and
resumption of counting upon entering a peak
are virtually instantaneous—essentially no
counts are lost. All of which makes it pos-
sible to sense activity peaks with better than
97% accuracy in most cases.

PLUS DIGITAL INTEGRATION

This new paper-strip radiochromatography
system also incorporates a fast digital inte-
grator, which automatically quantitates the
activity in each individual peak. And it prints
out this data with virtually no loss of counts
during printout. It'll also print out a running
subtotal of the peaks, if desired.

HOW ABOUT TLC?

Is your interest thin-layer radiochromatog-
raphy? The Digital Actigraph Il is easily
adapted for that kind of work too,

Find out more about Digital Actigraph 11—
the fast system that outperforms all the
others. Ask your local Nuclear-Chicago
sales engineer, or write to us. 7-0e8
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