
.. with unitary construction-like 
the Nalgene? Unitary Wash Bottle. 
Dispensing tube and body are pre- 
cision molded as a single unit-no 
seams, no leaks. And, it's easier to 
use-just squeeze to dispense to 
the very last drop. It's the only way 
to make a wash bottle-and we're 
the only people who make one this 
way. Nalge... innovator in plastic 
labware. 

Specify Nalgene Labware from 
your lab supply dealer. Ask for our 
1968 Catalog or write Dept. 2117, 
Nalgene Labware Division, Roch- 
ester, N. Y. 14602. 

Also available: Teflon* Wash Bottles 
(4-32 oz.); Safety Wash Bottles, red 
polyethylene, vertical ribbing. (8 and 
16 oz.). 
*DuPont Trademark 
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it mutagenic for mice." What Auerbach 
actually said was "experiments on mice 
might give clearer evidence...." To my 
knowledge no mutagenicity studies on 
irradiated foods have been carried out 
with mice. 

B. S. SCHWEIGERT 

Department of Food Service, 
Michigan State University, 
East Lansing 48823 

Pitfalls of Language Training 

Page's "Omnibus language proposal" 
(Letters, 22 Sept. 1967) suggested that 
several foreign languages be taught si- 
multaneously to graduate students in 
the sciences. He reported that Fritz 
Zwicky said the Swiss employ this meth- 
od because students can more easily re- 
member similarities and differences as 
they pursue several languages. For many 
years the City College of New York 
required its students in arts and sciences 
to take three foreign languages which 
were begun successively in the first, 
second, and third years and met five 
times a week. Such rigorous treatment 
produced satisfactory practical linguists 
even among those with little aptitude. 
If nothing else, it proved the merits of 
extensive and continuous exposure to a 
language. 

Yet I would discourage both Page 
and Zwicky because students lacking 
linguistic training cannot, with less time 
and less intensive study, acquire satis- 
factory skills, even in their scientific 
fields. Syntax and lexicology are too 
complex for superficial study. Zwicky 
claimed that scientific terminology tends 
to be the same in most languages. This 
is true of those terms formed from 
Greek and Latin, but not if all tongues 
are included. "Nitrogen" in German can 
be Stickstoff, in Dutch stikstof, and in 
French it is more likely to be azote 
than nitrogene. It might be possible to 
acquire a workable vocabulary in a 
linguistic branch by simultaneously 
studying the Romance languages, or the 
Slavic languages, or Teutonic languages, 
but this would not produce a speaking 
knowledge or basic understanding of 
syntax. Even with more intensive study 
of closely related languages, so many 
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similarities are misleading and confus- 
ing that CCNY prohibited students from 
initiating more than two such languages 
simultaneously, such as Spanish and 

Portuguese or even Spanish and Italian. 
EPHRAIM CROSS 

Department of Romance Languages, 
City College of New York, New York 
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The Packard Model 7101 Liquid Chroma- 

tography Detector System enables you to 

make quantitative analyses of high 
molecular weight compounds without 
the need for time-consuming preparation 
of derivatives. "Pre-flame" Pyrolysis, a 

unique feature of this new, patented sys- 
tem, transforms liquid chromatography 
solutes into a gaseous state in a controlled 

atmosphere furnace before they reach the 

hydrogen flame detector. Because the 

conveyor does not pass through the 

hydrogen flame, noise levels are ex- 

tremely low... sensitivity unusually high. 
Your Packard Sales Engineer can give 

you complete information. Call him, or 
write for Bulletin 1086U to Packard In- 

strument Company, Inc., 2200 Warren- 
ville Road, Downers Grove, Illinois 60515, 
or Packard Instrument International S.A., 
Talstrasse 39, 8001 Zurich, Switzerland. 
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