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Although students of Mayan civiliza-
tion have all been aware of the existence
of writings by Walker and Caddy, and
of Caddy’s pictures, very few of us have
had the opportunity of acquainting our-
selves with them. The publication of
this account of the Walker-Caddy expe-
dition is therefore most welcome. Pen-
dergast has not limited himself to repro-
ducing Walker’s report and Caddy’s
diary and illustrations, but has diligently
brought together all the information
available about the expedition and its
participants, ,

He begins with a brief review of
the discovery of Palenque in the lat-
ter part of the 18th century and of
the reports of early-19th-century vis-
itors to the site. Then he presents a

detailed study of the contrasting person-

alities of the two men who carried out
the first official exploration—Walker
the precise public functionary, and
Caddy the romantic and artist, impa-
tient of the demands of his role as a
government representative.

The story of the expedition itself
takes us back to an era when the tropi-
cal jungle was the symbol of adventure
and when to discover remains of ancient
civilizations was the great incentive of
those who felt impelled to leave the
comforts of city life for the excitement
of inhospitable territory, in countries
full of perils and surprises. Some years
before the Walker-Caddy expedition,
Dupaix and Waldeck had penetrated
into the forests of Chiapas, and now
John Lloyd Stephens from the United
States, with his artist Frederick Cather-
wood, was preparing to rediscover pre-
Columbian America in the forests and
plains of Guatemala, Honduras, and
Yucatan. Stephens and Catherwood
were to reach Palenque only a few
months after Caddy and Walker, and in
the contemporary periodicals the two
expeditions were regarded as a sporting
competition not only between individ-
uals but between England and its for-
mer colony.

What is most interesting in this book
is not the description of Palenque—
where Walker and Caddy spent only
two weeks—but Caddy’s diary notes
about the journey from Belize to Pa-
lenque. Only ten pages or so are devoted
to the buildings and bas-reliefs of
Palenque; whereas 90 take the reader
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across the virgin forests and copious
rivers, which the diarist describes with
a fine faculty for observation and enjoy-
ment. The account is absorbing; the
reader follows every turn of events and
every detail of the survey, recognizing
the flora and fauna, being present at the
encounters with the scattered inhabi-
tants—English colonists, Negro and
Indian peons—and joining in the hunt-

ing parties (the part of the tropical

adventure most enjoyed by the English
travelers).

Amidst his own observations Caddy
intersperses historical notes, such as a
summary of Juarros’s history of the
Itzaes, or brief references to the ideas
then current concerning the Palencafios
and their connections with the ancient
Mediterranean world. Caddy’s drawings
of the Palenque reliefs do not approach
Catherwood’s in quality or fidelity, but

his paintings—I suppose in watercolor
—of the monuments and their partial
covering of lush vegetation give a very
good idea of how the Mayan ceremonial
center would have looked more than a
century ago.

Pendergast has earned our gratitude
by his compilation of information about
the expedition and the lives of the
participants and by making their inter-
esting story known. Thanks to him, a
gap in Mayan historiography is now
filled. The only criticism I would make
—and it is a minor one—is that he has
not included a glossary correcting, and
where necessary explaining, the many
errors Caddy made in Spanish and
Mayan names.

ALBERTO RUZ LHUILLIER
Seminario de Cultura Maya,
Ciudad Universitaria,
Mexico
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Published works of Newton have
been thoroughly familiar to scholars for
very nearly two centuries, but much of
the evidence concerning his early in-
tellectual efforts has remained buried
in a mass of archival material the extent
of which has tended to dissuade poten-
tial researchers. Only quite recently
have historians seriously taken up the
challenge posed by the Newton archives,
and among these the most faithful has
been D. T. Whiteside, editor of The
Mathematical Papers of Isaac Newton,
planned as an eight-volume project.
Volume 1, judiciously reviewed in de-
tail in Science only a few months ago
(13 Oct. 1967, p. 245), covered the
formative years leading up to the tract
on fluxions in 1666. The second vol-
ume, here reviewed more briefly, is just
as deserving of high praise for the edit-
ing as was the first, but it affords less
sense of excitement. In part this is in-
evitable in the second volume of a great
enterprise, in part it results from the
absence of a great discovery compara-
ble to those of 1665-1666, the annus
mirabilis. As Whiteside writes, “[New-
ton’s] calculus investigations during the
years immediately following are rela-
tively spasmodic and jejune” (p. 163).
True, in 1669 the important De analysi

. per aequationes infinitas (here appear-

ing in the full Latin autograph with fac-

ing English translation) was composed;
but this account of earlier discoveries
has been well known, having appeared

. in print, in a somewhat revised form,

in 1711. It is therefore the papers in
algebra and geometry, making up the
bulk of this second volume, which hold
our interest.

The significance of this volume is im-
mediately apparent in that, with the ex-
ception of De analysi, all of the Newton
papers here reproduced make effectively
their first appearance in print. “The
dearth of accurate documentary infor-
mation relating to this period of his
development, surely the least known of
all the Newtonian dark ages, has not
made the task of editing easy” (p. ix).
Whiteside nevertheless has set in ad-
mirable historical and mathematical
perspective the pieces presented—the
classification of cubics, the organic con-
structions of curves, Newton’s notes on
Kinckhuysen’s Algebra, and the geo-
metrical construction of equations,
together with such related works as Leib-
niz’s review of De analysi and Merca-

* tor’s Latin translation from the Dutch

of the Kinckhuysen A4lgebra. The work
on cubics, concealed from the world
for almost 30 years, confirms the im-
pression gained from volume 1 that the
young Newton felt a strong attraction
to questions of order and structure.
Having discovered a single organic con-
struction covering all types of conic
sections, he sought for cubics a classi-
fication' analogous to the 2000-year-old
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