The
Perfect Pipet

The L/1 Grunbaum pipet combines
all “specialty pipet” functions:

o seclf-adjusting
o self-filling

® self-cleaning—sample B washes
out sample A

® reservoir for reagent, solvent or
waste

® non-dripping—100% of sample
held until expelled

® Jow-ratio serial dilutions, 1:2:4:-
8:, etc.

Guaranteed accuracy is as follows:
5 lambda, +=3%; 10 and 20 lambda,
+2% ;25 lambda and larger, +=1%.

Use Grunbaum pipets for rapid and
precise pipeting, dispensing, trans-
ferring and diluting.

L/I stocks Grunbaum pipets in 5,
10, 20, 25, 50 and 100 lambdas.
Other sizes available on request.
Price $5.00 each, quantity discounts.
For more information, write to us
at 1802 H Second Street, Berkeley,
California 94710.
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surgery. The physician who deals with
compensation (insurance) cases sees
them, as does the neurologist; but so
does the internist, the orthopedist, the
gynecologist, and the dermatologist.
Some patients go so far as to delib-
erately aggravate a minor condition or
even inflict wounds on themselves.
Obviously, Dutton has better things
to do with his time than submit to need-
less hospitalization—but the “unthink-
able” is true. Such occurrences are far
more numerous than the general public
realizes, and probably more numerous
than I realize, for I am not a physician.
DOROTHY BRANSON
Columbia Hospital,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211

Dutton’s letter is as sinister as it is
disturbing in its implications. To attack
the American Medical Association “per-
secution complex” is his royal preroga-
tive but he ought not attribute his own
Machiavellian mental concoctions “to
cynical laymen in this country and for-
eigners.” Every doctor I know is cur-
rently working behind schedule with
overcrowded waiting rooms and with

- patients disgruntled about having to

wait a week, a month, or more for ap-
pointments. Every doctor I know de-
votes considerable time daily at the
telephone consulting with patients, try-
ing to discourage unnecessary appoint-
ments to lighten his office load. I believe
a similar situation exists throughout this
country. . . . There are sufficient meri-
torious arguments for a National Health
Service without stooping to snide re-
marks regarding doctors’ character,
honesty, and integrity. If we are going
to have a National Health Service pro-
gram, let it be not in retaliation against
the medical profession, but rather be-
cause we believe it will improve the
health standing and medical care of the
American people.

THEODORE ROSEN
808 Main Street,
Manchester, Connecticut 06040

Conserving Rare Wildlife

Gregg’s letter (12 Jan.) reflects the
growing concern over the rapid deple-
tion of wild animal populations. Many
animals on import lists are also on the
“endangered list.”

Conservationists usually respond by
attempts to (i) establish sanctuaries
and game management laws; and (ii)
reduce the export of such animals.
Both efforts are often thwarted inas-

A point of view on

MAKING EVERY
DOLLAR GOUNT

A top-of-the

line liquid
scintillation system
is a major -
investment. |
Reason enough
to demand

the most

value and
quality you can get for
your research dollars.

If you pay for top counting performance,
be sure it’s the performance you need.
Mark I® Systems let you specify high
efficiency, high E2/B, or standard per-
formance.

If you pay for top cooling performance,
be sure its right for all of your samples.
Mark I Systems let you program the
counting temperature to make it precisely
compatible with the composition of your
samples.

If you pay for top external standardiza-
tion performance, be sure the efficiency
curves cover the widest possible range of
quench. Mark I Systems perform channels
ratio on a Bal33 external standard to
develop accurate calibration curves over
the full useful range of intermixed H3 and
C14 counting efficiencies.

If you pay for top data readout per-
formance, be sure the system tells you
more about your samples than any other.
Mark I Systems have a ‘“‘computer-with-a-
memory”’ that does just that.

Make all of your liquid scintillation
dollars count. Ask your Nuclear-Chicago
sales engineer about Mark I Systems or
write to us. -

We try to work to a point of view: yours.
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much as many such animals come from
the developing nations where conserva-
tion ranks low on the list of national
priorities. National development means
developing natural resources, especially
arable land to feed rapidly increasing
populations. Wild animals are both a
resource to be exploited and a hinder-
ance to agricultural development. They
may eat, or otherwise damage crops,
and game wardens are kept busy de-
stroying animals they receive complaints
about. Even where model game laws
exist, enforcement is neglected. Need
one cite practices in our own country
with regard to golden eagles, coyotes,
woves, mountain lions, crows, and such
“vermin”?

Since conservationists are frustrated
at the source, some advocate blocking
importation of endangered animals into
those developed countries which serve
as the market. This negative approach
—stopping destruction by stopping de-
mand—fails on two counts. One, de-
struction of natural habitats and local
demands remain unaffected. Two, de-
sirable importation is hindered.

I suggest that the proper positive ap-
proach is to (i) encourage establish-
ment of game sanctuaries and pre-
serves; (ii) encourage establishment of
enforceable game laws; (iii) encourage
establishment of transplanted captive or
free-ranging breeding colonies into
areas which can be protected; and (iv)
encourage substitutions or local breed-
ing for endangered animals used in ex-
periments, biological supply procedures,
or displays which tend to “use up”
animals.

IRWIN S. BERNSTEIN
Yerkes Regional Primate Research
Center, Emory University,
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Phosphine

This is to call attention to the fact
that new stocks of reagent-grade phenol
crystals contain a preservative which
liberates phosphine (PH3) upon distil-
lation. Bottles are not conspicuously
labeled and should be carefully exam-
ined by those who customarily distill
phenol. Most companies market USP
phenol crystals that do not contain pre-
servative. I hope the accident which
nearly occurred in this laboratory may
be avoided in others.

VALERIE CAMPBELL
Department of Biochemistry,
University of Washington, Seattle
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Magnetic domains
made visible by
the electron
microscope

The magnetic structure of
thin films is important in the
development of space saving
memory cells for computers.
The electron microscope
furnishes an inertialess
image of magnetic domains
with good resolution. The
Lorentz Device of the
electron microscope,
Elmiskop | A applies well
defined magnetic fields to
the specimen. The dynamic
alteration of the domain
structure can be recorded
with a built-in movie camera.
(Complete film available

on loan basis).

The stripe shows the
movement of domain walls
during the magnetization
reversal of a Fe/Ni alloy.
Another example of the
flexibility of EImiskop | A.

Electron Microscope
Elmiskop | A

Siemens Elmiskop Electron
Microscopes have won a world-
wide reputation for highest res-
olution, stability and reliability.
Over 800 Elmiskops are already
in service at leading universi-
ties, medical centers and indus-
trial laboratories.
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