
19 January 1968, Volume 159, Number 3812 19 January 1968, Volume 159, Number 3812 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for 
the presentation and discussion of impor- 
tant issues related to the advancement of 
science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather 
than by publishing only material on which 
a consensus has been reached, Accordingly, 
all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book 
reviews-are signed and reflect the indi- 
vidual views of the authors and not official 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or 
the institutions with which the authors are 
affiliated. 

Editorial Board 

ROBERT L. BOWMAN EVERETT I. MENDELSOHN 
JOSEPH W. CHAMBERLAIN NEAL E. MILLER 
JOHN T. EDSALL JOHN R. PIERCE 
EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER 
ALEXANDER HOLLAENDER ALEXANDER RICH 
WILLARD F. LIBBY DEWITT STETIEN, JR. 
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD CLARENCE M. ZENER 

Editorial Staff 

Editor 
PHILIP H. ABELSON 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science serves its readers as a forum for 
the presentation and discussion of impor- 
tant issues related to the advancement of 
science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather 
than by publishing only material on which 
a consensus has been reached, Accordingly, 
all articles published in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and book 
reviews-are signed and reflect the indi- 
vidual views of the authors and not official 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or 
the institutions with which the authors are 
affiliated. 

Editorial Board 

ROBERT L. BOWMAN EVERETT I. MENDELSOHN 
JOSEPH W. CHAMBERLAIN NEAL E. MILLER 
JOHN T. EDSALL JOHN R. PIERCE 
EMIL HAURY KENNETH S. PITZER 
ALEXANDER HOLLAENDER ALEXANDER RICH 
WILLARD F. LIBBY DEWITT STETIEN, JR. 
GORDON J. F. MACDONALD CLARENCE M. ZENER 

Editorial Staff 

Editor 
PHILIP H. ABELSON 

Publisher 
DAEL WOLPLE 

Publisher 
DAEL WOLPLE 

Business Manager 
HANS NUSSBAUM 

Business Manager 
HANS NUSSBAUM 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. 
RINGLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN 

News Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERG 

News and Comment: JOHN WALSH*, LUTHER J. 
CARTER, BRYCE NELSON, ROBERT J. SAMUELSON, 
PHILIP M. BOFFEY, KATHLEEN SPERRY, GILLIAN 
PARRILLO. Contributing correspondents: ELINOR 
LANGER, NIGEL CALDER, VICTOR K. MCELHENY 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART 

Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BELK. ISABELLA 
BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, BEN CARLIN, HELEN 
CARTER, GRAYCE FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORTH, KONSLYNNIETTA 
HUTCHINSON, ELEANOR JOHNSON, PAULA LECKY, 
KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, HELEN OLNEY, SANDRA 
RATTLEY, LEAH RYAN, BARBARA SHEFFER 

*Eulropean Office: Lime Tree Farm, East Hag- 
bourne, Berkshire, Eligland. Telephone Didcot 3317 

Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO ROSE MARIE ROMAGNOLO 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES 
Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W. 42 St. (212-PE- 

6-1858): ROBERT S. BUGBEE 

Scotch Plains, N.J., 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4873): C. RICHARD CALLIS 

Medfield, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane (617-359- 
2370): RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE 

Chicago, Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 
426 (312-DE-7-4973): HERBERT L. BURKLUND 

Los Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213- 
653-9817): WINN NANCE 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. ADVERTISING 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE 6-1858. 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. 
RINGLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN 

News Editor: DANIEL S. GREENBERG 

News and Comment: JOHN WALSH*, LUTHER J. 
CARTER, BRYCE NELSON, ROBERT J. SAMUELSON, 
PHILIP M. BOFFEY, KATHLEEN SPERRY, GILLIAN 
PARRILLO. Contributing correspondents: ELINOR 
LANGER, NIGEL CALDER, VICTOR K. MCELHENY 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART 

Editorial Assistants: JOANNE BELK. ISABELLA 
BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, BEN CARLIN, HELEN 
CARTER, GRAYCE FINGER, NANCY HAMILTON, OLIVER 
HEATWOLE, ANNE HOLDSWORTH, KONSLYNNIETTA 
HUTCHINSON, ELEANOR JOHNSON, PAULA LECKY, 
KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, HELEN OLNEY, SANDRA 
RATTLEY, LEAH RYAN, BARBARA SHEFFER 

*Eulropean Office: Lime Tree Farm, East Hag- 
bourne, Berkshire, Eligland. Telephone Didcot 3317 

Advertising Staff 

Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO ROSE MARIE ROMAGNOLO 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES 
Sales: New York, N.Y., 11 W. 42 St. (212-PE- 

6-1858): ROBERT S. BUGBEE 

Scotch Plains, N.J., 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 
4873): C. RICHARD CALLIS 

Medfield, Mass. 02052, 4 Rolling Lane (617-359- 
2370): RICHARD M. EZEQUELLE 

Chicago, Ill. 60611, 919 N. Michigan Ave., Room 
426 (312-DE-7-4973): HERBERT L. BURKLUND 

Los Angeles 45, Calif., 8255 Beverly Blvd. (213- 
653-9817): WINN NANCE 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone: 
202-387-7171. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. ADVERTISING 
CORRESPONDENCE: Rm. 1740, 11 W. 42 St., 
New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE 6-1858. 

QS OlE" T NOEE a QS OlE" T NOEE a 

Social Planning and Our Medical Schools 
Medical schools are in danger of becoming service organizations in- 

stead of gatherings of gifted persons living in an atmosphere of free- 
dom, independence, and emotional quiet conducive to good pedagogy 
and research. They are expected to (i) teach medical students, 
(ii) train paramedical students, (iii) do the major part of medical 
research, (iv) conduct large programs of postgraduate education, (v) 
service many governmental committees and voluntary health organiza- 
tions, and (vi) practice medicine. 

Under the terms of the Heart Disease, Cancer, and Stroke program 
recently established by Congress, the schools are now being asked to 
take responsibility for the health of the community. In addition, some 
commentators have called for leadership from the medical schools on 
such urgent social problems as the control of population and of environ- 
mental pollution, abolishment of poverty by "the best possible medical 
care," creation of psychological environments in which human beings 
can develop and prosper, cost and use of drugs and cosmetics, and the 
foods we eat. 

In the face of such demands medical school faculties and interested 
laymen must define what kind of schools they want and what kind 
society needs. A practical institution for the training of practitioners and 
the delivery of "health care" to the community is one extreme; the other 
is an institution little concerned with its social responsibilities. I doubt 
that we want either. Nor do we want a mere average of the two-that 
is, an organization excellent in neither sense. Without going to either 
extreme, we can have schools that preserve an atmosphere of scholar- 
ship, critical and skeptical, and time enough to think, but only if we are 
careful to understand, and say, what we want in a medical school. To 
an important degree the future physician depends on the imprinting he 
receives during his medical school experience. 

Defining the function of medical schools, however, does not solve the 
problem of delivery of medical care, although it may insure that practi- 
tioners will be better able to undertake it. The dean of Cornell Univer- 
sity Medical School, John Deitrick, has made a wise suggestion: that com- 
munity hospitals, after being upgraded, take over most of the responsi- 
bilities of health care now being foisted onto the medical schools. Some 
of these institutions have already grown in stature, and many now have 
structures similar to those of the medical schools and centers. They are 
efficiently performing teaching duties as well as providing specialty 
services and emergency-room care. Health education programs for the 
community are also possible. 

Besides the great potential of the community hospitals, there is that of 
group practices and clinics in many cases entirely able to assume the 
responsibilities I have been discussing. Too often planners seem to be 
unaware of the fact that private practice is being powerfully supple- 
mented by group practice and clinics. Training programs for interns and 
specialists of groups not affiliated with a university are at least as good 
as those at most medical schools. They provide a way, which is already 
at hand, for dealing with problems that seem to have grown so large in 
the imaginations of many as to provoke legislative and fiscal panic. 

I am hoping that the "Ivory Tower" aspect of medical schools will not 
be destroyed and suggest that the necessary community, social, and 
medical functions can better be assumed by other existing agencies. I 
believe that it was a mistake to have saddled the medical schools with 
becoming the core of leadership for the Heart Disease, Cancer, and 
Stroke Regional Program. There is little to suggest that they are prepared 
for such responsibilities, nor should they be. 

-IRVINE H. PAGE, Cleveland Clinic 
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