
jects believed the booms to be a need- 
less and uncivilized outrage, if they had 
no place of refuge, and if the booming 
were to continue for the rest of their 
lives? And what about the musician 
making a valuable recording, or the 
surgeon performing a delicate opera- 
tion? 
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. . . What happens when an SST 
going at 1800 miles per hour passes 
a Concorde going at 1200 miles per 
hour in the opposite direction? Which 
cancels out: the superbooms or the 
superplanes? 

ROBERT F. MARSCHNER 
18427 Stewart Avenue, 
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

The Right to Breathe Pure Air 

In a recent appearance I made on 
television to discuss the social and 
psychological effects of smoking, I men- 
tioned that whenever a student came 
into my office with a lighted cigarette 
I asked him to put it out. A colleague 
asked me why. I responded that I 
found the odor of smoke distasteful 
and that I did not care to have the 
air in my office polluted. He said that 
I was interfering with student rights, 
and that in an office provided for by 
taxpayers, I had no cause to inject 
my personal biases. Our conversation 
became heated, but he did cause me 
to do some thinking. 

Is smoking by students or anyone 
else a right? May they smoke on any 
public property except where smoking 
is expressly forbidden for reasons of 
fire safety? From a philosophical point 
of view, one person's rights end where 
another individual's rights begin. If stu- 
dents have a right to smoke, certainly 
I have a right to breathe pure air in 
my office. Since I have to spend the 
most hours at my desk, my right to 
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pure air would surely outweigh any- 
one's questionable right to smoke at 
my place of public employment. When 
I have been breathing smoke-filled air, 
I acquire a headache, my eyes smart, 
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I cough, and my mental efficiency per- 
force must decline. Thus a student 
smoking in my office would deprive 
other students of their right to ex- 
pect a maximum performance from 
me. 

Assuming that my office is a "public 
facility" and at the disposal and use 
of taxpayers, I wonder why the uni- 
versity issues me a key so that I am 
responsible for what takes place in it. 
Are all tax-supported facilities "pub- 
lic"? Could my colleague exercise his 

"right" to smoke in President John- 
son's office at the White House? And 
I don't think that an executive of a 
private company necessarily has a 
greater right to privacy than a similarly 
situated individual at a state-supported 
institution. All necessary expenses of 
doing business at the private company 
are tax-deductible. This means that the 
rest of the public must then pay more 
taxes. For that reason, the public has 
a vested interest in the private sector 
of the economy as well as in the pub- 
lic part. 

My own view is that the right to 
inhale pure air predominates over the 
right to pollute it. Every trip I take 
by air is marred by the smoke-filled 
air in the cabin of the plane. Couldn't 
the airlines, while passing out free cig- 
arettes, also set up smoking compart- 
ments? Even an outdoor event, such as 
a football or baseball game, doesn't 
assure the spectator a supply of un- 
polluted oxygen. Aside from the ever- 
present industrial and domestic pollu- 
tants, a pall of tobacco smoke hangs 
over most of our occupied stadiums. 
Sometimes visibility is seriously im- 
paired. 

Columbia University recently an- 
nounced its interest in a new cigarette 
filter. Aside from the obvious point 
that all filters are virtually useless in 
preventing the consumption of such 
substances as carbon monoxide, alde- 
hydes and phenols, many of us non- 
smokers are wondering if the filter de- 
velopers aren't barking up the wrong 
tree. What we really need is a filter 
to protect us from the smoker. With 
all our research into the causes of air 
pollution, haven't we overlooked smok- 
ing as one of the prime causes? We 
might make a start by restricting smok- 
ing to private homes and to public 
smoking lounges, but such a proposal 
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supply catalogs 
and get same-day-shipment service on 
all these off-the-shelf Nuclear items: 
Vials Storage Cabinets 
Primary Fluors Syringes 
Secondary Fluors. Filters 
Standards Absorbent Paper 
Solvents Printer Paper and 
Quench Sets Ribbon 
Planchets and Sample Dryer 
Holders Warning Tapes and 
Counting Gas Signs 
Test Sources 

from the nearest of our coast-to-coast 
stockpoints. Direct-to-you delivery 
means you can now fill every need 
whenever you feel the need. And who 
knows your analyzer supply require- 
ments better than the instrument man- 
ufacturer? Other catalogs list supplies 
for IR, UV, GC, pH, Atomic Absorption, 
Aquameters & Titrators, Pumps & Fit- 
tings. Order the specific catalogs you 
need now and take advantage of spe- 
cial introductory offers. Contact your 
nearest Beckman office or write direct 
for Data File No. 1301D. 
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