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Voyager Mission to Mars 

In 1973 the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration proposes to con- 
duct the first of the Voyager series of 
missions to Mars, using the Saturn 
launch vehicle. We wish to call the 
attention of the scientific community 
to the opportunity of proposing experi- 
ments for this initial flight. The pri- 
mary objectives of the 1973 Voyager 
Mars mission are to obtain informa- 
tion relevant to the existence and na- 
ture of extraterrestrial life; the atmo- 
spheric, surface, and body characteris- 
tics of the planet; and the planetary 
environment. Orbital reconnaissance, 
direct measurements during atmospheric 
entry, and investigations after soft-land- 
ing on the Martian surface are part of 
the mission. 

Funding for the Voyager program 
is under formal consideration at the 
present time by the Congress, and final 
funding authority has not yet been ob- 
tained for proceeding with Voyager in 
FY 1968. Regardless of the level of 
funding support obtained for Voyager 
this fiscal year, it is our plan to begin 
evaluating scientific proposals on 1 
November 1967, and to select scientists 
for participation in the planning and 
development steps by February 1968. 
Additional copies of the formal an- 
nouncement which was recently mailed 
to approximately 5000 scientists may 
be obtained from Robert F. Fellows, 
Code SY, Voyager Program Scientist, 
NASA Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 
20546. 

HOMER E. NEWELL 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 20546 

When Diplomacy Needs Psychiatry 

In "Psychiatry and international af- 
fairs" (21 July, p. 281), Wedge struck 
a responsive chord. As a former For- 
eign Service Officer charged with pri- 
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mary responsibility for the U.S. infor- 
mation programs in countries where 
I was stationed, I can confirm the cry- 
ing need for systematic attention to 
the psychology of "the other fellow" 
as a basic tool. Too frequently, tradi- 
tional diplomacy displays a shocking 
weakness in this respect. 

. . . There is no doubt, on the 
basis of my own experience, that psy- 
chiatric approaches would prove of in- 
estimable value to diplomats trained 
in its uses. Once, in a large Latin 
American country where I was posted, 
a survey convinced me that our infor- 
mation materials were falling far short 
of conveying our messages to the au- 
diences for which they were intended. 
The reason escaped me for, by all 
the standards of U.S. public relations 
and advertising, the media and tech- 
niques were excellent. In an all-day 
conference I arranged with two psy- 
chiatrists, a clinical psychologist, and 
the head of the department of psy- 
chology at a local university-all of 
them nationals of the country con- 
cerned-I discovered the weaknesses 
in our program. The faults were that 
all of our messages, though worded 
in the local language, were couched 
in terms of reference totally foreign 
to the psychology of the people to 
whom they were directed. Convinced 
of this, I restructured the entire pro- 
gram (press and magazine materials, 
radio and television programs, posters, 
motion pictures, leaflets, and so on), 
employing the communication forms 
and cultural idioms familiar to the 
local population, based on my newly 
acquired knowledge of their national 
psychology. Within 6 months, all of 
our new materials were nationally pop- 
ular, in wide demand-and continued 
so for the duration of my assignment 
in that nation.... 

Successful trans-national communi- 
cation must, by definition, be trans- 
cultural communication. The contribu- 
tions to diplomacy which Wedge sug- 
gests can be made by specially trained 
psychiatric personnel, and his idea of 
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training diplomats in psychiatric ap- 
proaches, would make significant and 
substantial contributions to our con- 
duct of foreign affairs. Basically, we 
have a splendid corps of Foreign Serv- 
ice Officers. The need now is for 
leadership in pioneering a new, psy- 
chiatrically oriented approach-not to 
supplant but to supplement traditional 
diplomatic practices .... 

RICHARD M. BARR 
140 East 29 Street, New York 10016 

Within the Purview of the AMA 

It is unfortunate that Langer's criti- 
cism of Milford O. Rouse's inaugural 
speech ("AMA: Some doctors are in re- 
volt . . ." 21 July, p. 285) ignores 
the recent trends in medical practice 
which Rouse was deploring and with 
which the physicians at the AMA 
convention were all too familiar. 

Family physicians realize that about 
80 percent of their patients are not 
physically sick, or if they are sick, 
they would get well without the aid of 
a physician. Formerly, physicians were 
in a position to reassure their patients 
that their worries were needless. Now 
that the federal government has en- 
tered the doctor-patient relationship, 
these reassurances are frequently not 
enough because the government will 
pay for hospitalization and diagnostic 
study which will only reaffirm what the 
physician knows already. In this era 
of Medicare, the family physician is 
in a new and unique situation. He can 
insist that hospitalization is not neces- 
sary but the patient knows it is his 
"right" to be hospitalized. Unless the 
physician yields to this "right," he fre- 
quently risks loss of rapport with his 
patient as well as a chance that he will 
acquire a reputation for being "incon- 
siderate," at the very least-a very ex- 
pensive means of reassuring a patient! 
Thanks to the Medicare and Title XIX 
programs, this is a consequence of the 
government's intrusion into the doctor- 
patient relationship. 

F. X. MACAULAY 
Department of Laboratories, 
Orangeburg Regional Hospital, 
Orangeburg, South Carolina 

Langer omits an essential factor of 
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Langer omits an essential factor of 
the doctors' revolt: the stranglehold the 
AMA has on many physicians. The 
AMA structure is built upward from 
the local county medical societies 
through the state medical associations. 
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I - l/ 
Now available commercially 

Sulfur 

Tetrafluoride 

SF, 
Available in commercial quantities, or 
from stock in 1, 5, 15 and 45 lb. 
cylinders as a liquefied gas under its own 
vapor pressure of about 140 p.s.i.g. at 
70?F. Purity is typically 97% and typically 
contains 1.5% sulfuryl fluoride, 0.65% 
carbon tetrachloride and 0.90% 
trichlorofl uoromethane. 
Write for fact sheet to Matheson, 
P.O. Box 85, East Rutherford, 
New Jersey, 07073. 

*9 MATHESON 
East Rutherford, N. J.; Joliet, Ill.; LaPorte, 
Texas; Morrow, Ga.; Cucamonga, Calif.; 
Newark, Calif. 
Matheson of Canada, Ltd., Whitby, Ont. 
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Physicians entering practice are denied 
privileges in some hospitals until they 
belong to the local county medical so- 
ciety. Furthermore, the Joint Commis- 
sion on Hospital Accreditation is con- 
trolled by the AMA, the American 
Hospital Assocation, and the American 
College of Surgeons. Without accred- 
itation, hospitals are not approved for 
certain types of health insurance care, 
for federal funds for building (Hill- 
Harris funds) and are otherwise ham- 
pered. In addition, AMA member- 
ship is required for certification by 
some (not all) specialty boards. Thus, 
for one reason or another, many physi- 
cians eventually are forced to pay dues 
to the AMA in order to fulfill their 
primary obligation-which is to their 
patients. (It is well known that the 
AMA has ample funds for lobbying 
and public relations and does indeed 
serve its members well in these and 
in many other respects, such as group 
insurance.) 

One admirable objective of all this 
is to maintain high standards of medi- 
cal practice, but it remains to be seen 
whether this could be better accom- 
plished by an agency other than the 
AMA. At present there is little or no 
control over the quality of medical prac- 
tice outside hospitals, and little enough 
inside. A more subtle, less known objec- 
tive of the AMA has been to protect 
the economic interests of its members, 
and in this it has been singularly suc- 
cessful. So, while there are many physi- 
cians who might wish to revolt against 
the AMA, when the chips are down, 
few will do so. 

HERBERT L. JOSEPH 
1516 Napa Street, Vallejo, California 

The Student American Medical As- 
sociation, although enjoying a close 
working relationship with the AMA as 
well as all other major medical organi- 
zations, is in no way financially or 
politically tied to it as Langer's descrip- 
tion "junior AMA" would imply .... 
Langer also implies that SAMA and 
the Student Health Organizations are 
in opposition and working at cross 
purpose. She neglects to mention that 
the initial national SHO meeting was 
sponsored by SAMA at the University 
of Chicago in 1966, that many of the 
SHO groups are SAMA chapters that 
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SAMA has indeed been "energized" 
with respect to community health pro- 
grams by the impressive efforts of SHO 
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Creating a 
'temperature plateau' 
to calibrate 
temperature 
transducers 

The L&N 8411 Fixed Temperature 
Standard consists of a vertical electric 
furnace and a cell containing a pure 
metal sample. It's virtually infallible 
in providing a known, fixed-reference 
temperature (such as the zinc-point) 
for calibrating resistance thermometers 
or thermocouples. Here's why. 

The sample-any of seven metals 
whose freezing points are used to 
define the International Practical Tem- 
perature Scale-surrounds a Pyrex 
thermometer well, within the cell. Fur- 
nace temperature is raised to a point 
above the melting point of the sample, 
then power is reduced. When sample 
temperature drops to the point of 
equilibrium between solid and liquid 
states (freezing point), the design of the 
8411 helps hold this temperature con- 
stant on a "plateau" for an extended 
period (up to six hours). 

Precise and uniform temperature is 
assured, since metal samples employed 
are better than 99.999% pure. Further- 
more, the cell is designed to permit the 
element under test to be immersed 
in the well to a depth of 18 inches, pro- 
viding maximum support for the glass 
tubes of platinum resistance thermom- 
eters and assuring adequate heat 
retention at the thermometer. Cells are 
interchangeable, so a single furnace can 
provide any or all of the seven freezing 
points. 

Interested? For further details, con- 
tact your nearby L&N Field Office, or 
write us at4926 Stenton Avenue, Phila- 
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in this area, and we have established 
an ad hoc committee on community 
health problems to establish similar 
projects in the areas outside of Cali- 
fornia, New York, and Chicago where 
SHO has little representation. In addi- 
tion, we will continue to represent 
responsibly our membership of 60,000 
medical students, interns, and residents 
in the areas of evaluation and financing 
of medical education, international 
health, house staff salaries, the doctors 
draft, medical legislation, and any 
other pertinent concerns. 

DAVID A. KINDIG 
1424 East 58 Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 

World Weather Watch 

As a member of the U.S. delegation 
to the congress of the World Mete- 
orological Organization, I found Walsh's 
article ("World weather watch: mete- 
orologists of the world unite," 16 June, 
p. 1470) gave a good account of the 
actions taken to implement plans for 
the World Weather Watch. Unfortu- 

nately in his brief review of the de- 

velopment of the world weather pro- 
grams, he has used confusing expres- 
sions such as ". . . bringing meteorolo- 
gists and atmospheric scientists closer 
together .. ." and ". . . the meteorolo- 
gists need the scientists. .. ." Most 
of the scientists working on the world 
weather programs are meteorologists. 
The World Weather Watch, conceived 
by the WMO, is under the direction of 
meteorologists employed by the govern- 
mental agencies. The special commit- 
tee of the International Union of Geod- 
esy and Geophysics and the Interna- 
tional Council of Scientific Unions 
which has been working on the formu- 
lation of the Global Atmospheric Re- 
search Program also is made up largely 
of meteorologists. The major goals of 
GARP and WWW have a great deal 
in common. The former is chiefly con- 
cerned with developing a better under- 
standing of the entire atmosphere. The 
WWW shares this goal, but also is 
aimed at improving weather service, 
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